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F all the Knowledge we can po "bly think of, 
NW furniſb and cultivate our Minds with the 
50/0 Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, is the 
— moſt neceſſary and uſe TAP for they only 

e are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, 
. Faith, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. Val Man 
of God can defire more powerful Motives 10 ftudy, be- 
lieve, and love the Scriptures, than thoſe moſt excellent 
ones that ſhine in them ; ſuch as, All Scripture is given 
by the Inſpiration of God, and is profitable for Do- 
ctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruction 
in Righteouſneſs; that the Man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all good Works? 
Can any Thing be more prevailing with us to ſearch the 
$:riplire daily and diligently than this, that they teſrify 
of our deareſt Lord Jeſus'? This, of all othes* Argu- 
ments, 1s the ſtrongeſt and ſweeteſt, Chriſt is there. 
No Book that ever was writ does, or in any Meaſure can, 
reveal, urge, and recommend T1 ruth, Holineſs, and 
Righteouſneſs 10 us, as the Bible does. Whatever Inſtru- 
ion in, or Encouragemeni to, Faith and Practice, we 
find i in any other Book, is either fetch*d from the Bible, or 


it is little worth: It is either grounded upon .the Holy 
A 2 2 Scrip- 
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Ro FO or it is the unboly Fruit of corrupt Rea, 1 


e do not light our Candle at the Light of the Goſpel, 
our Light, in reference to our eternal Concerns, is but 


thick Darkneſs. The Scriptures contain the pure Word of 


God, even that Word, which, through the Bleſſing of Hea- 
ven, illuminates the- Dark, quickens the Dead, purifies 
the Unclean, comforts the Sorrowful, and is a noble Means | 


of Salvation, both to Jew and Gentile. Is it not then 


aſtoniſhing to conſider what deteſtable Methods Men take 
to diſcredit and abaſe the Holy Scriptures ! Some under- 
value them, and boldly rail at, and wickedly banter them; 
others undermine them, and labour to overtbrow ihe 
Foundation laid in them ; and others lop off one Text after 
another. Men various Ways ſhew their ill W ill to the good 


Word of God. 
Paſſing by others who make a virulent Oppoſition to the 


Truths of he Goſpel, I ſhall, at this Time, make a "ora 


Remarks only on ſome Things in the Reverend Mr. Joſeph 

Dodſon's Twelve Diſcourſes. J have peruſed un 
carefully, yet cannot remember that, in any Part of the 
whole Book, he ever once ſays, that Jeſus Chriſt is the 
moſt high God, or the one only living and true God, 
the ſame God the Father and Holy Spirit is: 1 think, 
he never calls Chriſt God, from one End of his Book. to 
the other. Now 1s it not very unaccountable, that, in 
twelve Sermons, Chriſt ſhould never be declared to be the 
one true God, eſpecially when we conſider, that, in theſe 
Sermons, he is diſcourſed of as the Joy of his People, as 


the great Chriſtian Prophet, as a Prieſt, and as the 


Author of our eternal Salvation? J 77 900 ble that a 
Miniſter ſhould thus neglect Chriſt, as the moſt high 
God, in theſe great Matters, if be did not really deny him 
10 be ſo? Where is there Occaſion of holding out Chriſt aa 
the great and true God, if not in diſcourſing of him, as 
Prophet, Prieſt, King, and Saviour? Among all be 


| Grounds be gives us of glorying in Chriſt, this is none of 


them, my 8 and my God. Had he ſaid, bat 
N Cbriſ 


| __ Tao FRIE FL AXCED * 
Chriſt is the God of Believers, he had ſaid more, 
and more to their Foy, than all he has ſaid of Chriſt 
in all his Sermons. It is certain, that neither Mr. 
Dodſon, nor any Man living, can prove Chriſt to 
be ſuch a Prophet, Prieſt, King, and Saviour, as he 
is deſcribed to'be in the Holy Scriptures, except he be the 
moſt. high God; and therefore they who a him to be ſo, 
deny him to be ſuch a Prophet, Prieſt, King, and Sa- 
viour, as the Holy Scriptures declare him to be. Neither 
do I remember that he has any where, in all his Sermons, 
aſſerted, that the Holy Ghoſ# is the true God, or the 
moſt high God. And they who deny the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, 10 be God, deny the God that is ſpoken 
of in the Holy Scriptures, and leave us nothing therein 10 
Build the leaſt Rope of Salvation on; they know well enough 
they do thereby quite ſpoil the Bible, they take the Sub- 
ſtance. and Kernel out of it. They who deny Chriſt to 
be God, can find Salvation without Chriſt ; and ſo little 
a Matter is Salvation with them, that they can find it 
any where, even among the wild and wicked Heathen, 
that never heard of Chriſt : There is no need of Chriſt 
for the eternal Salvation of Sinners with ſuch Men. 
Arianiſm and Heatheniſm, I ſee, go together, 
and very plainly, in ſome Authors. Mr. Dodſon ſays , 
I conclude, from the preceding Obſervations, that 
there is Hope for the poor Heathens, to whom 
_ Chriſt has not been revealed, that they may be ſaved, 
though they do not believe in him. Now this is di- 
rectly contrary to many plain Texts of Scripture : In Acts 
iv. 10, 11, 12. ſpeaking of Jeſus Chriſt, it is expreſly 
ſaid, This is the Stone which was ſet at nought by 
| you Builders, which is become the Head of the Cor- 
ner; neither is there Salvation in any other; for 
there is none other Name under Heaven given among 
Men, whereby we mult be ſaved. Certainly then, to 


* His Twelve Diſcourſes, Pag. 419. 


ſay, 


— 


* 


9 5 fay, that there is Salvation in any other but Chriſt, 5s to 
give the Apoſile the Lye; For other Foundation can 
no Man lay, than that is laid, which 1s Jeſus Chrift, 

I Cor. iii. 11. And therefore the Salvation of the Hea- 
then is a Superſtrulture without a Foundation; a Build. 
ing without a Bottom. Chriſt has declar*d, that He is 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life; and that no 
i} Man cometh unto the Father but by him, John xiv. 6. 

H; 1t is expreſs, John iii. 36. He that believeth on the 

„ Son hath everlaſting Life; and he that believeth not 

the Son ſhall not ſee Life, but the Wrath of God abi- 
deth on him. And Chrilt himſelf tells us, If ye believe 
not that I am he, ye ſhall die in your Sins, John viii. 24. 
Certainly that Man vaiues not what Chriſt /ays, who can, 
after he has read theſe Texts, ſay, That any can be ſaved 
without Faith in Chriſt. © . | 

A learned Biſhop ſays, And indeed, if they who 
preſume to affirm, and that too from the Holy Scrip- 
ture, that a man may be ſaved in any Religion, with- 
out Faith in Chriſt, if they do not wreſt-the Scriptures 
to their own Deſtruction, for my part I know not who 
can. For there is no Hereſy can be more deſtructive 
to Mens Souls, or more repugnant to the whole De- 
fign of the Goſpel, than this is : For to what purpoſe 
did Jeſus Chriſt come into the World to ſave Sinners, 
1 Tim. i. 15. if Sinners could be ſaved without him? 
To what purpoſe did God give his only begotten Son, 
That whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life, John iii. 16. if any Man may have 
everlaſting Life without believing in him? To what 
purpoſe did he give a ranſom for all, 1 Tim, ii, 6. if 
there be any that have no Occaſion for it ? To 

[+ what purpoſe did he require, that Repentance and 

ix Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be preached in his Name 

Among all Nations, Luke xxiv. 47. if People of any 


* Beveridge, Vol. III. Pag. 81, 82. 


Nation 
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Nation might repent, and be pardoned by any other 
" Name as well as his? To what purpoſe was the 
Goſpel written? Was it not, That we might. believe 
that Feſus is the Chriſt, ' the Son of God, and that 
believing we might have Life through his Name 2 John 
XX. | 

5 Mr. Dodſon goes on, Were, * be, the Jews 
of old, who had Types and Shadows, to lead them to 
the Knowledge of Chriſt crucified, pardoned and ſa- 
ved, upon their Rępentance, without Faith in him? 
And ſhall not a penitent and vertuous Heathen be 
faved becauſe he believes not in Chriſt, of whom he 
has never heard a tittle? To the former of theſe Queſti- 
ons, Were the Jews of old, who had Types and Sha- 
dows, to lead them to the Knowledge of Chriſt cruci- 
fied, pardoned and ſaved, upon their Repentance, 
without Faith in him? 1 anſwer, That the Fews of ald 
were not pardoned and ſaved without Faith in Chriſt, but 
by Faith in Chriſt then to come, and no other ways; and 
this is evident upon theſe Reaſons, 1. Becauſe the Apo- 
ſtle ſpeaking of all our Fathers that were under the Cloud, 
and paſſed through the Sea, ſays expreſly, That they did 
all eat the ſame ſpiritual Meat, and did all drink the 
ſame ſpiritual Drink (for they drank of that ſpiritual 
Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Chriſt) _ 
x Cor. x. 1, 3, 4. And ſurely this was not done without 
Faith in Chriſt. 2. The Jews were to believe the Pro. 
miſes of God. Aud the firſt great leading Promiſe was that 
of the Seed of the Woman, Gen. iii. 15, That Promiſe 
made to Abraham, that in his Seed ſhould all the Na- 
tions of the Earth be bleſſed, Gen. xxii. 18. is by the 
Apoſtle applied io Chriſt, Gal. iii. 16. And tis certain 
that Abraham did Believe in Chriſt ; for he ſaw his 
y and was glad, Jobn viii. 56. Bf des, we bave 
Abrabam held out 10 us as the Father of all them that 


| 
| 


kd His Twelve Diſcourſes, pag. 410, 


believe, 
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believe, and as in the Steps of whoſe Faith we ſhould 
walk, Rom. iv. 11, 12. and therefore Abraham be- 
heved i in Chriſt, or we need not. Jacob believed, that 
the Scepter ſhould not depart from 74dah, nor a Law- 
giver from between his Feet, until Shiloh came, and 
that unto him ſhould the Gathering of the People be, 
Gen, xlix. 10. Holy David 1 22 in Chriſt the Son of 
God as King of Zion, Pal. ii. 6, 7. Iſaiah had ſuch a 
clear Faith in Chriſt to come, that he ſpoke of him as if he 
bad been born and given in his Day, Iſa. ix. 6. It ſeems 
Plain that it was the Faith of all the Prophets, that the 
* Redeemer ſhould come to Zion, and unto them that 
turn from Tranſgreflion in Jacob, Iſa. lix. 20. is 
certain God ſpake of Chriſt as the Redeemernof his Peo- 
-ple, or as a raiſed Horn of Salvation for us in the 
Houſe of his Servant David, by the Mouth of his ho- 
ly Prophets, which have been fince the World began, 
Luke i. 68, 69, 70. By Faith Abel offered unto God a 
more excellent Sacrifice than Cain, Heb. xi. 5. Enoch 
believed and propheſied of Chriſt, Jude, ver. 14, 15. 
Noah was a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, and was an 
Heir of the ogra which is by Faith, 2 Pet. 
ii. 5. Heb. xi. 7. 3. *Tis plain Chriſt was included in 
the Commonwealth i If rael, becauſe thoſe who were Aliens 
to that Commonwealth, were for that very Reaſon, and at 
that Time while they were fo, without Chriſt, and had 
no Hope, and were without God in the World, Eph. 
ji. 12. 4. Their expiatory Sacrifices pointed out Chriſt: 
And they could depend upon them for Mercy and Favour 
with God, only as theſe Sacrifices bore Reference to 
Chriſt ; 10 rely on the Act it ſelf was what God neither 
delighted in nor required, Pſal. xl. 6, 7. Heb. x. 4 5» 
6, 7. 5. Becauſe the Bleſſing of Abraham comes on the 
Gentiles through Jeſus. Chriſt therefore Abraham him- 
felf had his Bleſſing through Chriſt, Gal. iii. 14. 6. Be- 
cauſe both Jew and Gentile are ſaved through the Grace 
of the Lord Jeſus W Alls xv. 11. A ee 
| Author 


* 
* 


there is but one way to attain unto it; to wit, Faith in 
Chriſt. The Faith of the Fathers is one and the ſame 
with the Faith of the Children. There was never 


any Man ſaved without the Knowledge of Jeſus 
Chriſt, neither is at this Day ſaved, neither ſnall be 


hereafter to the End of the World. The Reverend Mr: 
Marryat ſays 7, All the Patriarchs, Prophets, and 
Saints among the Jews, had a Participation in Chriſt, 
eat of that heavenly Manna, and drank of thoſe living 
Fountains which Jeſus is to all Believers, 1 Cor. x: 


5 4. 5 ; 
, I come now to Mr. Dodſon's latter Queſtion, to wit; 
And ſhali nor a penitent and virtuous Heathen be 
faved, becauſe he believes not in Chriſt; 'of whom 
he has never heard a tittle? J anſwer, and af ano- 


ther Qutſtion, Where is, or ever was there, a truly penis 


tent, virtuous Heathen ? Let him give one Inſtante in all 
the Pagan World, if he can; Is it not enough to convince 
any Man, that he who is ſtill an Heathen, never yet 
throughly repented of his beatheniſh Praftice ? And theti 
what is his Repentance, who ſtill lives in the groſs Ino. 
rance, execrable 1dolatry, and moſt abaminable Courſes, 
the Heathen live in ? That ſuch a Man has Repentance 

good enough to be accepted with God unto eternal Life, 

rely none but an Heathen will ſay ; and methinks; even 
he /hould bluſh to ſay it, Two or three Things may fully 
ſatisfy every true Chriſtian, that no Heathen, living and 
dying ſuch, can be ſaved. This is plain, 1. From what 
the Scripture ſays of the Heathen. The dreadful Aggra- 


= 
— 


vation of the Sins of God's People, and of the Kings of 


Iſrael, was their doing according to the Abominations o 


the Heathen, whom the Lord caſt out from before 
the Children of 1fael, 2 Kings xvi; 3. Chap. xxi. 


Aiterſoll on Numbers, Pag. 813. 
+ Exalted Saviour, Pag. 73, 74. l. e 
5 b 2 Chron, 
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Author ſays * For as there is but one Salvation, fo 
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2 Chron. xxxvi. 14. It was the fearful Puniſhment of 
th: Lord's People to be ſcatiered among the Heathen, 
Ezek. xxii. 14, 15. Jer. ix. 13, 16. And when the 
Lord had Thoughts of being merciful to them, of being ſan- 
ified in them, and of giving them new Hearts and new 


Spirits, then be 1cok them from among the Heathen, 


Ezek. xxxvi. 23, 24, c. In the firſt Chapter io the 
Romans wwe have a very true, but a diſmal Account of 
the Heathen ; They changed the Glory of the uncor- 
ruptible God into an Image made like to corruptible 
Man, and to Birds, and four footed Beaſts, and 
creeping Things; and hereupon God gave them up ib 
moſt abominable, unnatural, and helliſp Sins. The Apo- 
file Paul loo d upon the Heathen Magiſtrates or Judges 
zo be all unjuſt, and ſuch as were unworthy to judge 
the ſmalleſt Matters, 1 Cor. vi. 1, 2. And, are ſuch 
wicked Creatures to be look*d on as Heirs of Salvation? 
2. The Notions and Lives of the beſt of the Heathen mo- 
ral Philoſophers, as they are handed down to us by learn- 
ed Men, ſhew us, that they were far from a State of Sal- 
vation. Their Notions of a future State were moſt ridi- 
culous, and about Virtue it felf blaſphemous ; and their 
Lives ſhamefully wicked and abominable. Mr. Na- 
thanael Taylor has ingemouſly expoſed ſome of their Foo- 
Jeries, in bis Preſervative againſt Deiſm. But, 3. 
The beſt Works of the beſt of Heathens are eſſentially de- 
fective. Every Thing is wanting in all that they do, 
that makes a Work a good Work. They perform nothing, 
not one Duty, as they ought, A good Work is doing 
the Will of God, as he-has commanded us; it is do- 
ing that which is well-pleaſing in his fight, and this 
is his Work in us through Jeſus Chriſt, Heb. xiii. 2 1. 
Heathens never do a good Work, nor can they: 1. Be- 
cauſe they do nothing from Union with Chriſt. And it is 
in Chrift Jeſus that we are created unto good Works, 
Eph. ii. 10. And Chriſt himſelf ſays, As the Branch 
cannot bear Fruit of it felt, except it abide in the 

3 Vine, 


| 
1 | | 
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2 Vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in me, John 
oy And, without me ye can do nothing, ver. 3. 
2. Heathens do nothing from a right Principle; notbing 
fromthe Spirit and Grace of God. Works are good only 
as they come from, and are ſandtiſied by, the Holy 
' Ghoſt; that the offering up of the Gentilzs' might be 
epa being ſanctified by the Holy Ghoſt, 
om. xv. 16. Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, 
entleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance, 
are the Fruits of the Spirit, Gal. v. 21, 22. And 10 
fn that theſe are-the Fruits of our own Reaſon and Will, 
is to contradift this Text, and put our own Spirit in the 

room of God's. Heathens are not renew*d in the Spi- 

rit of their Minds; their Minds are vain, their Un- 
derſtandings darkened, their Hearts hardened, their 
Conſciences unpurged 3 and out of ſuch Hearts nothing 
can proceed but evil. They are not æleunſed from one Sin, 
becauſe not cleanſed by the Blood of Chriſt, which clean- 
ſeth from all Sin, 1 Jobn i. 7. Heathens have neither 
Grace nor Truth in them, becauſe both theſe come by Jeſus 
Chriſt; and therefore where Chriſt is not, neither of theſe 
are. They do nothing from Love to God in Chriſt, xo- 
thing from Faith in him and yet without Faith it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. xi. 6. 3. Heathens do 
nothing at all to the Glory of God. They glorify: him not 
as God : Nor can any ſo glorify God, but by Jeſus Chriſt ; 
That God in all Things may be glorified, through 
eſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. iv. 11. All Fruits of Righte- 
ouſneſs are by Jeſus Chriſt unto the Glory and Praiſe 
of God, Phil. i. 11. 1 conclude this with what the great 
Dr. Owen ſays, * There neither is, nor ever was in 
the World, nor ever ſhall be, the leaſt Dram of 
Holineſs, but what flowing from Jeſus Chriſt is com- 
municated by the Spirit, according to the Truth and 


* Diſcourſe on the Spirit, Page 325. 
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of Holineſ among the Heathens. 


My Author * hints, That the Diſciples of the ood 


eſus Chriſt were juſtified, and conſequently in a State 
of Salvation, though they did not believe in a cruci- 
fied Saviour, nor had any Notion of his dying for 


their Sins. I anſwer, 1, 11 is certain that all the Diſci- 


ples of Chriſt, that were juſtified aud ſaved, were juſtified 
and ſaved by Faith in Chriſt, They believed, and itbert- 
fore they fate; and confeſſed to Chriſt, and ſaid, Thou 
art Chriſt, the Son of the living God: This was what 


I bey did aſſuredly believe. John V1. 69. And we believe 


and are jure, That thou art that Chriſt, the Son of 
the living God, 2. The Diſciples of Chriſt who were 


ſaved, would, and they did, ſtick cloſe 1 Chriſt for 


Salvation, whether he would ſave them by Life, or by 
Death. He was tbe glorious Perſon. they. would depend 
on for everlaſting Life. When many 8 their Backs 
upon Chriſt, be fie unto the Twelve, Will ye alſo go 
away ? Simon Peter, in the Name of the reſt, anſwered, 


and ſaid, Lord, to whom ſhall we go? Thou haſt. 


the Words of eternal Life, John vi. Po 68. As if be 
bad ſaid: we will never leave thee, Lord, for eternal 
Life is with thee, and on thee will we depend for it. 
3, We muſt conſider, that there is a fundamental Diffe- 
rence betwixt no Faith at all in Chriſt, and a true Faith 
in him as the Son of God, though this Faith be accompa- 
nicd with ſome Darkneſs and Ignorance, It is one Thing to 
tbrow by Chriſt wholly, and another Thing io be ignorant, 
for a Time, of the particular Way that Chriſt will late 
in our Deliverance : One Thing, and a jad Thing indeed, 
10 have no Chriſt, no Foundation to build our Hopes of 
Heaven on; another Thing to bave Chriſt the only Foun- 
dation , though we build Hay and Stubble ufon him. 


* His Twelye Diſcourſes, Pag. 410, 
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'Theugh when Chriſt het to bis : Diſciples of bis Suf- 
ferings, it is ſaid, they underſtood none of | theſe 

Things; it is plain, to me, theſe Words are not to be ta- 
ken in an abſolute. Senſe, as if they underſtood nothing 
at all of them ; for how then came they to be troubled and 
ſorrowful when they heard them £ Matt. xvii. 22, 23. 
Were they exceeding ſorrowful for they knew not 
what? No ſurely, they underſtood and believed theſe 
S Things in ſome Meaſure 3 but the Way and Manner 
of Chriſt's /aving Sinners, was, at that Time, in ſome 
Degree, bid from them ; yet ſtill they relied on bim for 
ann , 1 | 2212 

But this Author ® brings in the Caſe of Cornelius, as 4 
Proof that an Heathen may be fincerely pious, and 
that his Piety may be accepted of God, and reward- 
ed by him; and yet be is forced io awn, that Corne- 
lius had renounced his Heathen Idolatry, and wor- 
ſhipped the true God, So that I would hope, bat 
wwbeu be ſays an Heathen may be fincerely pious, be 
means no ſuch Thing; he only means, that be, who 
has renounced his Heatheniſm, may be ſincerely pious e 
and this is very true; and this was the Caſe of Corne- 
ius: He bad renounced his Heatheniſm, was a Pro- 
ſelyte among ſt the Jews, probably had heard many Things 
of Chrift, was ſeeking farther into the Way of Salvation, 
and was ready to hear all Things that God had 
commanded Peter to ſay to them: And Peter ſays 
expreſly, The Word which God ſent unto the Chil- 
dren of Jfrael, preaching Peace by Jeſus Chriſt, (he 
is Lord of all) that Word (I ſay) you know, which 
was publiſh'd throughout all Judea, Acts x. 33, 
36, 37. So that Cornelius knew that Peace came by 
* 7e/us Chriſt ; but he wanted to be further inſtructed in 
theſe Things ; and Peter told bim Words whereby he 
and his Houſe ſhould be ſaved, Ads xi. 14. - 


| 
| 
| 
| 


His Twelve Diſcourſes, Pag. 412. 
| 1 But 


1 J 


But Mr. Dodfon Ren 0 on; for you op . that as 
he is an unwearied Advocate "for the Heathen on - 


the one hand, ſo he is a bold Oppoſer of the Knowledge 


of Chriſt, as neceſſary to Salvation, on the ober. The 
Ninevites, ſays he, are a plain Inſtance, that an 
Heathen, without any Knowledge of Chriſt, may be 
a true Penitent, and bring forth acceptable Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs. I anſwer, that nothing like this can 
ever be proved, from any Thing that is ſaid of the Nine- 
vites in God's Word. It is true, the People of Nine- 
veh believed God; · is not ſaid in God, and pro- 

claimed a Faſt, and put on Sackcloth, from the 
greateſt of them, even to the leaſt of them; and 
hey turned from their evil Way. But how did: they 
theſe Things? only in a common natural May; here 
was no ſuch Repentance, or Fruits of Righteoujurſs, as 
were acceptable unto Salvation, and Iherefore they ob- 


tained only 2 common Mercy, the Lord ſpared them, 


Jonab iv. 11. They had a little:Refpite, he defer d bis 
Judgmenis for a Time, and then God's furious Wrath 
broke out moſt dreadfully upon them, as. is evident from 


the iii! Chapter of Nahum. Thus this Gentleman has 


Spent ſome of his raſh Zeal, out of a Deſire to enlarge his 
Hearers Charity : What Charity be means, be beſt 
knows ; but certainly it is no Chriſtian Charity 10 fell 
any Man living, that he may be ſaved without Faith 
in Chriſt. But of thoſe many Perſons who are leading 
this unthinking wicked Nation back to Le; Jome 
tate one Way, and ſome another. 

Mr. Dodſon has a Queſtion, by bis Aver to which 
be ſets Chriſtianity on @ narrow Bottom; I would hope 
it 1s not that it may the more eaſily be overthrown, 
However, though it is a Queſtion of very great Moment, 
yet be appears to me 10 anſwer it with little Concern for 


Chriſt's Honour, and with little Regard to God's Word. 


£ # His Diſcourſes, Pag. 412. 
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The Peſtion is this; What does the Goſpel make 


him a Chriſtian 5 His Anſwer is; That the Faith 
which particularly denominates a Man a Chriſtian, 
is believing in Chriſt; vr, which is the ſame Thing, 
believing that Jeſus of Nazareth is the true Meſſiah. 
J cannot eaſily perſwade my ſelf, that, by this Anfwer, 
he means what: the Words moſt fairly import, to wit, 
that believing in Chriſt, or believing that Jeſus of Naza- 


neceſſary to be { Hu by every Man, to make 


| reth is the true Meſſiah, is the only Thing 10 be be- 


lieved, as neceſſary to make a Man a Chriſtian. 1. Be- 
cauſe if be does, then he contradifts himſelf, when be ſays ; 
+ Since our Lord's Reſurrection from the Dead, the 
Belief of it is abſolutely neceſſary to the Being of a 
Chriſtian. 2, Becauſe the Texts he brings to prove it, 
prove that more is neceſſary, to wit, believing that Jeſus 
is the Son of God, as well as that be is Chriſt. The 
firſt Text he mentions, is 1 John v. 1. Whoſoever be- 
lieveth that 7eſus is the Chri/t, is born of God: Bus 
he may ſee, in that ſame Chapter, that they who are 
born of God, muſt, and do, believe that Jeſus is the Son 
of God, Ver. g. Yea, that be is very God, the ſame 
Being that the Father and Holy Ghoſt are, Ver. 7. 
His next Text is Acts viii. 37. I believe that Feſus 
Chriſt is the Son of God; which, ſays my Author ||, 
is the ſame Thing, as if he had ſaid, I believe that 
Jeſus is the Chriſt, or the promiſed Maſſiab : But this 
is not to explain Scripture, but to throw it away. Ac- 
cording as the Words are tranſlated, he hereby throws 

away the whole Predicate 3 be loſes one half of the Senſe © 
of the Words: He ſays, Jeſus is the Cbriſt, or the pro- 


| miſed Maſſab; but the Text ſays more, 10 wit, that 


Feſus Chriſt is the Son of God, F we take the Words 


48 they run in the Original, I believe the Son of God 


Lanes 


* ; Diſcourſes, Pag. 414. Ibid. Pag. 418, 419. 


{] Ibid. Pag. 414. 
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to be Jeſus Chriſt, then be rejefts the whole Subject, 
zo wit, theſe Words, the Son of God, and ſbrimps u 
the whole Text only into the Predicate 3 and not only v4 | 
but he alſo tranſpoſeth the Copula, puis the Verb out of 
its Place, and ſays, Feſus is Chriſt, or the Meſſiah; 
whereas the plain Senſe is, that Jeſus Chriſt is the. Son 
of God; or, that the Son of God is Feſus Chriſt 3 
that is, the Son of God is the Saviour, the Meſſiah: 
fo that it is as neceſſary to believe that Jeſus Chriſt is tbe 
Son of God, as that be is the Meſſiah ; and, it is evi- 
dent, this was what the Eunuch believed ; and, *tis 
certain, this was what all the Apoſtles believed, John 
vi. 69. But leſt, after all, it ſhould be contumaciouſly 
held, that believing that Jeſus of Nazareth is the true 
Meſſiah, is tbe only Thing that makes a Man à Cbri- 
ftian ; 1 ſhall briefly ſhew, 1. That it is falſe. 2, Dif- 
honourable to the C Far Religion. 


1. 1t is falſe. For, beſides this, it is neceſſary to 
believe, (I.) That the ohe true God is Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. Thus we are to be taught; into this Name 
we are to be baptized, Matt. xxviii. 19. therefore 
this we are io believe. (2.) Who the Meſſiah is: 
Whether be is God or Man, or both, or neither, that wwe 
may know whether we muſt worſhip him or not, (3.) 
That we are Sinners, and cannot ſave our ſelves. (4.) 
That Jeſus Chriſt is our only Redeemer and Saviour, 
and very God, and very Man, in one Perſon ; for we 
muſt not iruſt for eternal Salvation in we know not whom: 
(5.) That we muſt be born again of the Holy Spirit, and 
made new Creatures in Chriſt, if ever we would enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

2. *Tis ſhamefully diſhonourable to the Chriſtian Reli. 
gion to aſſert ſuch a Thing: A vile Reflection upon the 
| ſacred Scriptures ; that there are ſo many great Truths, 
ſo many Commands, ſo many Promiſes and Threat- 
nings laid down in the Bible, and not one of them all, but 
one, neceſſary to be believed, in order to make a Man 4 
; | | Ghriſtian, 
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Chrif ian. If ts - not Under-valuing the Ward of © © 

SO Gr and 1 3: de many Truths in it, as unneceſſary, 
* zobat can be fo Has God ſpoke but one Truth in all the 

Bible, bat is nece Yary to be believed, in order to make a 
Man a Saint indeed * Has God commanded all Men, 
: every where, to repent ; and yet need no Man, any 
| where, believe that Repentance is neceſſary to bis being a 
true Penitent? Has God commanded us to bope in bis 
Mercy, to love, fear, and obey him 3 and yet are none of 
theſe Commands neceſſary to be believed, that we may be 
fincere Lovers of God, and Doers of his Will? Are we 

| expreſly told, that he that cometh to God, muſt be- 

| lieve that he i is, and that he is a Rewarder of them 

that diligently ſeek him; and can we be true Chri- 

& ſtians without believing cither ? What, not one Thing ne- 
ceſſary to be believed, in order to be a true C briſtian, 
about the Birth, Life, Death, Reſurrection, Aſcen- 
ſion, Seſſion, or Interceſſion of Chriſt, but only this, 
that he is the Meſſiah? Did Jeſus Chriſt give himſelf 
for us, that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, 

and purify unto himſelf a peculiar People, zealous 

of good Works? Did be bear the Sins of many? Did 
he Gor away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf? Has he 
reconciled us unto God by his Death? Are we ju- 
ſtified freely by God's Grace, through the Redemp- 
tion that is in elit Chriſt ? And what, is there not one 
Word of all this, except one, neceſſary to be believed, 
that we may be true Chriſtians, or true Believers in - 
Chriſt ? Let them believe this who will, for indeed I "2 
cannot. Arians and Socinians believe that Chriſt is 55 
the Meſſiah; what, are they Chriſtians? That they are, 
I am perfwaded i is more than he, or any Man elſe, can 
prove. Mahometans believe that Chriſt is the Meſſiah ;. 
what, are they alſo Chriſtians ? As good as any, ace 
cording to the aforeſaid ablurd vile Poſition, which looks © 

70 57 calculated for the Mahomeran 2 Now PAP" 
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de ſee ſomewhat of the Meaning of this Gentleman's © 

. Charity, which ſeems to beg to bring. Arians, Soci- | 
nians, and Mahometans, into the Churches of Chriſt, 
as true Members thereof. T hope his Charity will ſtop 
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; there; and that he will allow, that it is neceſſary 1b 

8 believe that we muſt have more Faiib, or a better 
1 4 Faith, than the Devils have, before we can be true © 

ll Chriſtians ; and yet they believe that Jeſus is the 

% + Chriſt ; ay, and they believe that he is the Son of il 
Sad 0; and that is a. fuller Confeſſion than ſome wha 
5 pretend to be Chriſtians will either confeſs or profeſs in theſe 

„ Arian Days: But the more abominable is their Sin and 

uy Shame. DO FC 

5 But Authors, who thus ſlight and pervert the Holy 


Scriptures, dare go on farther, and tell us, that ſuch 
i and ſuch Texts are not Scripture, or elſe that we have 
1 no Right 4 them. Mr. Dodſon Jays *, Not that 1 
4 think we have any Right to the following Pro- 
* miſes, Jobn xiv. 26. The Comforter, which is the 
[ Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my 
x Name, he will teach you all Things. And John 
xvi. 13. When the Spirit of Truth is come, he will 
guide you into all Truth. It muſt be owned, he 
ſays, that theſe Promiſes were peculiar to the Apo- 5 
A ſtles, and to the Chriſtians of the Apoſtolick Age; + 
| but more eſpecially to the Apoſtles. But the learned.” 
3 Dr. Owen gives us a quite contrary Account of this 
Matter; and ſhews us, that it is not only falſe, but 


200 dangerous, to confine theſe Promiſes unto. the Apoſtles, 
bi or the firſt Age, or Ages of the Church, His Words 
Ml are theſe T: The Promiſes concerning the Miſſion of 
the Holy Spirit, in theſe Chapters of the Goſpel (of 
1 John) ch. xiv, xv, xvi. are not to be confined unto 
1 * His Twelve Diſcourſes, Pag. 165. 


5 1 The Cauſes, Ways, and Means, &c. Pag. 55, 56. „ 
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unto the Diſcourſe and whole Deſign of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt unto that Purpoſe; for he promiſeth 


him in' Oppoſition unto his own temporary Abode 
in the World, namely, that this of the Spirit ſhould 
be for ever, Chap. xiv. 16. that is, 4s & ocvr]cauids 


* d , Matt. xxviii. 20. unto the Conſummation 


of the whole State of the Church here below. 
And to ſuppoſe the contrary, is to overthrow. the 


Foundation of all Truth and Comfort in the Church; 


for their Preſervation in the one, and the Admi- 


niſtration of the other unto them, depend on the 
Accompliſhment of this Promiſe alone: And ſo 


alſo do all the Benefits of the Interceſſion of 


Chriſt, which are no otherwiſe communicated unto 
us, but by the Holy Spirit, as given in Pur- 
ſuit of this Promiſe; for what herein he prayed 


for his Apoſtles, he prayed for all them that ſhould 


believe in him, through this Word, unto the End 
of the World, Jobn xvii. ; | 

Pere are ſeveral other very foul and dangerous A 
ſertions in Mr. Dodſon's Twelve Diſcourſes ,, ſuch as, 
It is very doubtful] whether by the Angel men- 
tioned in Exod. xxiii. 20, 23. be meant the Son of 


God; that Faith is our juſtifying Righteouſneſs ; 
that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt was not to officiate as 
High Prieſt upon Earth ; that the Deſign and End 


of the Sufferings of Chriſt is defeated 3 that by the 
Goſpel mentioned in eb. iv. 2. is meant the Pro- 
miſe of the Land of Canaan. He alſo aſſerts, that 
God the Father is the ultimate Object of all our 
religious Addreſſes, and the original Fountain and 
Cauſe of every Thing that exiſts ; and this is very 
true : But if he means, that he only is ſo, 2 

C 2 | 0 


the Apoſtles, nor unto the firſt Age, or Ages of 


the Church. To do ſo, is expreſly contradictory 


x The P REF A Ck» 
of the Son and Spirit, it is a plain Denial that the 
Son and Spirit is the ſame God that the Father is. But 


praying, or meditating on heavenly Subjects. Theſe are 
| be 
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to give an Anſwer to theſe, and ſome other Things 4 
in his Diſcourſes, would draw out the Preface oo 


long. However, one Thing I would further . obſerve 


here is, what all the Nation may ſee, and ſhould groan 


. 


under; and that is, That now, when Arianiſm and 


Deiſm abauud, ih- greateſt Wickedneſſes and Immo- 


ralities abound alſo : Fuſt as theſe abominable Notions 


ſpread, ſo ſpread the moſt groſs and vicious Practices. 
Arianiſm and Deiſm are attended with all Manner 


of Ungodlineſs, unjuſt Dealing, Curſing, Swearing, Ly- . 


ing, Forgery, Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, Theft, and all 
imaginable Villany. They who, at the Beginning of 
theſe our Arian Days, could ſay, That glorious Times 


were coming on, may now ſee that they were falſe - 


Prophets, or Prophets that take Darkneſs for Light, 
Evil for Good, and blaſpheming God for glorifying 
his Name. I is now, when Deiſm and Arianiſm 
rage, that that moſt borrible, ſhocking, and | deteſtable 
Sin of Sodomy ts practiſed, and Cabals of that Hel- 
lifh Crew herd together. Ii is now, when Arianiſm 
and Deiſm are profeſſed and abelled, that the Lord's 
Day is moſt ſhamefully profaned, his Word abuſed, 


His Worſhip ſcoffed at, and the Miniſters . of the 


Goſpel ridiculed for preaching Chriſt. Some live lite 


Heathens, or worſe ; they ſeldom, or never, go to an 
divine Worſhip z others are no ſooner out of the Church, 


or Meeting-Houſe, but they are in the Ale-Houſe, 
carouſing and drinking away all Conviftions, (if ever 
they have any) as if they were reſolved that no- 


thing that is Good ſhall ſtay with them. Any 
Thing on the Lord's Day, though it be never ſo wic- 
ked and ſcandalous, rather han herring, reading, 
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the bitter and lamentable Fruits Men get for countenan- 
cing and encouraging Arianiſm and Deiſm; thoſe Seeds 
. of the bottomleſs Pit, on which theſe Fruits grow, Ii is 
now, : whey Deiſm and Arianiſm grow, that not only 
deſperate wicked Practices are encouraged and liv'd in, 
» but the wildeſs and moſt pernicious Notions that ever 
were known are broach*d ; ſuch as theſe, That Chriſt is 
"a ſubordinate God; that Chriſt is neither God 
nor a Creature; that the Holy Ghoſt is Chriſt's 
Creature; that Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper may 
be obſerv'd, or not, juſt according to the Cuſtom 
of the Country ; that Knowledge or Faith is not 
properly Religion ; that the Ten Commandments 
were given to the Jews, and them only, and don't 
oblige Chriſtians. Theſe are ſome of the nonſenſical and 
immoral Rants of our polite Arians 3 and ſome of thens 
are fo ſtrangely infatuated as to ſay, that: they can as 


ſoon believe Tranſubſtantiation, as that God the Fa- 


ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are One God, or equal 
in Power and Glory: And it is probable they may ; 
for they who can believe that Chriſt is a ſubordinate 
God, or a Medium betwixt God and a Creature, 
are in the greateſt readineſs to believe any Thing in all the. 
World, but the Truth; they may eaſily believe Tran- 
ſubſtantiation : For the Papiſts tranſubſtantiate one 
Creature into another; but this is but irifling, the Ari- 
ans cleaverly out-do them ; for they tranſubſtantiate a 
Creature into a God. The Papiſts, as they ſay, can 
tranſubſtantiate a Wafer into the very Body of 
Chriſt, and one would think this is pretty dextrous 
but it is but <whiffling to the Arians Art, for they 


can tranſubſtantiate a Creature into a Creator, a. 
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finite into an Infinite, and a derived into an in- 


dependent Being. So that an Arian may be a Pa- 
pit well enough, but quęſtion much, whether a 
15 Papiſt 
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Papiſt can be an Arian, except he widen and n= 
large his Principle of nauſeous Nonſenſe. All, theſs 
wicked Notions and Practices are the certain 2 
fects and Fruits of abuſing and throwing by the Bible. 
Men that ſlight God's Word, and prefer their owht . 
corrupt Reaſon before it, will live as they lift, of. 
as they luſt, in all manner of beaſtiy Prattices ; as 
is evident from the Lives of many in this Day. 
When the Bible is gone, God in Chriſt is gone, 
his Laws are gone, his Ordinances are gone, all 


— 


Springs of Holineſs, and all Hopes of Happineſs. are 


160 gone. Lay aſide the Bible, and then every Man 
[18 Will be his own King, his own Prieſt, and bis own. 
1 Prophet; and why may he not!“ Who can ſhew one 
1 Command, from God, to the contrary ? Lay aſide tbe 
8 Bible, and what can we exper?, but mobbing, and 
We robbing, and murdering, and fuch lite horrid Abo- 
„ minations? Perſons that throw by the Holy Scriptures 
„ as needleſs, and value not the Bible, do thereby 
nn plainly tell the World, that they are for no Obedi- 

i ence io God, no Juſtice or Equity towards Men, 


What need have we all then, as ever we deſire to 
vp honour God, to do good to others, or be inſtrumental 
. in our own Salvation, to prize very highly, and con- 

N verſe much with, the Holy Bible 5 


In the following Papers is prov*d, the Divine Au- 
thority of the Holy Scriptures; they are God's 
Word, and muſt be believed and obeyed as ſuch, 

. elſe we ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtru- 
ction from the Preſence of the Lord, and from 

the Glory of his Power. The Two following Ser- 
mons contain the Subſtance of Three ; and though the 
former ſtands moſtly as it was preach'd, yet in the 
latter there are ſeveral conſiderable Alterations. 
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May they, through the ſpecial Balg of Tiste, be 


belpful to endear many to God's pure Word, and 
holy Ordinances! and io ſtir up many, in this back: 
fliding Day, 10 read and ſtudy the Holy Striptures ; 
and. hear the Miniſtry. thereof with greater Concern, 
Affection and Care than ever! O, what need is 
there of effectual fervent Prayers 10 God, That he 
would ſend out his Light, his Truth, his Mercy, 
and his Grace, that they may lead us, and bring 

us unto his holy Hill, and to his Tabernacles! G 
pray, pray, pray, That there may be abundantly more 
of the ſpecial Preſence and Power of the Spirit of 
God in the Churches of Chriſt | And then, and not 
till then, will the Power of Godlineſs revive z then 
will Faith, Hope, Repentance, Love, Humility, and 
every other Grace, encreaſe and flouriſh 5 then will 
our Obedience to God be pleaſant and unwearied; and 
then will Zion be a Praiſe in the Earth; and eve- 
ry Saint, from an experimental Taſte of God's Good- 
neſs in bis Word and Ordinances, joyfully ſing and ſay, 
How ſweet are thy Words unto my Taſte! Yea. 
ſweeter than Honey to my Mouth. I will delight 
my ſelf in thy Statutes ; I will not forget thy Word. 
Inio whoſe Hands ſoever theſe Sermons may fall, I moſt 
importunately intreat, that if they can pray in Faith, 
they would pray for the Author; O, cry to God, that 
bis Grace may be ſufficient for me ; and his Strength 
made perfect in my Weakneſs! That I may under- 
ftand the Scriptures, and be a good Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt, nouriſhed up in the Words of Faith, and 
of good Doctrine! That I may preach God's Word, 
and be inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon; and 
always in opening and preaching of the Holy Scriptures 
may give God's own Senſe and Meaning thereof to 
thoſe that hear me! O, may J through God's ſpecial 

of 1 | Aſſi- 
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Affiſtance, faithfully, and with all plainneſs, as Tong © 
2+. as live, preach not my ſelf, but Chriſt Jeſus the 
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God, who at ſundry Times, and in divers 
Manners, ſpake in Time paſt unto the. 
| Fathers by the Prophets, Hab, in theſe. 

laſt Days, ſpoken unto us by his Sn 


F all Books that ever were writ, the 
F Holy Bible is the moſt neceſſary, and 
the moſt excellent; as that only ſhews 
N. - who God _ = are, and 
=" = how we may be or ever; as 
£ that only contains = every Truth 
nd Command that is neceflary to be believed and 
obeyed, and every Promiſe that can make us holy 
here, and happy to all, Eternity. And that which 
ſets the Bible beyond all poſſible Compariſon above 
every other Writing whatever, and commendòs it in- 
finitely above all human and angelical Expreſſions, 
is this, that it is tbe Word of God. This, this is ir 
that moſt highly, and with all imaginable Endear- 
ment, recommends. it to all thoſe who — 
| ove, 
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love, and obey. God, and would have his infallible 
Direction in their way to Glory. There is not a Man 
upon Earth, that would walk ſafely to Heaven, but 
muſt needs greatly rejoice: in this, that his. Way thi- 
ther 1s chalkꝰd out by God's own Hand: God's writ- 
ten Word is his unerring Guide to the New Feruſalem. 

The Words of my Text give us this moſt excel- 
lent Character of the Holy Scriptures, that God ſpake 
them; God ſpake in time paſt, heretofore, or of old, 
unto the Fathers by the Propbets; and God hath, in 
theſe laſt Days, ſpoken unto us by his Son. The infi- 
nitely wiſe and good God, who cannot ſpeak amiſs, ' 
who ever ſpeaks infallible- Truth, is the Speaker 
here mentioned. _ 

He ſpake, Teavurgs;, that is, by Parcels, or 


4138 by many Parts; not all at once, but gradual- 
Vii ly; they had here one Piece, and there another; 
7148 here a Promiſe, and there an Oath, and then 

lo the Ordinances of ' Circumciſion, and the. Paſſover. 
it! And, after that, there were ſuch: riſing Degrees of 
1.88 Light, and ſuch. clear Diſcoveries of the bleſſed 

wy Meſſiah, that, at length, Prophecies of him looked 

{MY more like Hiſtory. Jſaiab, in his moſt elegant Pro- 

HP phecy, talks rather like a Man who had actually 

11.18 accompanied Chriſt in all his Sufferings, and ſeen; 

wr him die, and dead, and buried, and riſen, again, 
it V8 than one who lived, as he did, ſome Hundreds of 

'; Years before Chriſt: came in the Fleſh. | | 

il! - God ſpake, Toaurgiras, by many. Turnings, caſt- 

11 ing or ſhaping his meaning diverſly, into various: 
Wy Forms or Moulds :| He ſpake by : Viſions, by 

al Dreams, by a lively Voice, by Inſpiration; and 

1 ſometime Face to Face. Thus God ſpake by, or ra- 

11 ther in the Prophets, and in his Son; for it is, 

718 & Ters aexgiras, e dd. God ſpake immediately ia the 

by. Prophets, and zz the Son, and by them unto us: And 

8 certainly nothing can be ſo neceſſary, ſo; certain, or 

11h ſo advantageous to precious Souls, as what God 

„ 5 2 himſelf 
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Te Holy Scriptures the Word af 
himſelf has immediately ſpoken! O how;happy1are 
we who have this bleſſed Word ! What a commanding 
Influence ſhouldit continually have over our Thoughts, 
Words and Actions ! For God hath ſpoken it. 

_ God hath, in theſe laſt Days, ſpoken unto. us. 

Whether by the laſt Days here be meant the laſt 
Days of the Judaical Church and State, whole 
Period was juſt at hand; or the Days of Chriſt's per- 
ſonal Miniſtry while here upon Earth, together with 
the Time of fihiſhing the Canon of Scripture, which 
Time was then near approaching; or the Ends of 
the World, which are come upon us, I ſhall not now 
ſayz but if this Jaſt, we may note from them, 
That as wwe live in the laſt Days, ſo we ſhould put to our 
laſt, our greateſt Strength and Vigour to make a good Im- 
provement of them. The laſt Days Jook with a double 
Aſpect upon us; ſome of them are dark and lour- 
ing, others bright and clear; and let this drive us to 
the precious corner Stone, to the ſure Foundation, 
where we may ſit and ſing, chuſe what Weather 
comes. Some of theſe laſt Days will be the worſt 
Days that ever Eyes beheld, or Ears heard of: Days 
wherein Sin and Error will reign in Perfection; 
Days of more unreaſonable, ' wicked, and furious 
Oppoſition to Truth and Godlineſs; Days of more 
open, daring, bitter ſcoffing, and ridiculing the 
Worſhip, Ordinances, and Ways of God; Days of 
more impudent Profaneneſs, Debauchery, and all 
manner of Immorality, than ever was known before, 
where the Word of God was ſettled z In tbe laſt Days 
perilous Times ſhall come, 2 Tim. iii. 1 9. 
But chuſe how bad theſe Times are, yet they 

will have an End; the Redemption of God's 

People from all their Oppreſſion and Perſecution 
draweth nigh ; their eternal Deliverance from all 
Sin and Sorrow is juſt at hand. O that they) may 
be abundantly ready to meet their almighty: Deli- 

verer Feſns Chrift ! Theſe are the laſt Days, in this 
ox EE ä 
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4 The Holy Scriptures the Word of God. 
reſpect, that we have in them the laſt Revelation 
of the Will and Mind of God, concerning the Sal- 
vation of Sinners, that ever we ſhall have. We ſhall 
have no new Chriſt, no new Doctrine, no new Sacra- 
ments, no other Goſpel reveal'd from Heaven, than 
what we now have. We have the laſt Edition of the 
Word of Salvation; yea, and, bleſſed be the Lord, 
the beſt Edition too; for God hath, in theſe laſt 
Days, ſpoken unto us by, or in, his Son. The Edi- 
tion we have of the everlaſting Goſpel, was put forth 
by the Son of God, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf; . 
and therefore we may look for glorious Times under. 
this Diſpenſation: But we are ſure thoſe Times we 
now live in are not they. While the Enemies of the 
Bible, the Deiſts, and the Blaſphemers of the Son 
and Spirit of God, the Arians and Socinians, abound; . 
while great Babylon flouriſhes, or Satan is looſe, 
Times will not be glorious Times. But, when Ba- 
$ylon is actually fallen, finally and totally deſtroy'd ; 
when the Pope and all his vile Crew are gone, and 
the Deiſts, Arians, and Socinians are not, and Satan 
bound, then will be happy Times indeed. hen the 
Vail that is ſpread over all Nations ſhall be deſtroy'd, the 
Mountain of the Lord's Houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the 
Top of the Mountains, and ſhall be exalted above the 
Hills, and all Nations ſhall flow unto it; and when there 
Hall be one Fold, and one Shepherd over Jew and Gen- 
tile, throughout the whole World; then will be glorious 
Times truly. Such Times as theſe, even ſuch as 
will be every Way becoming the laſt and beſt Edi- 
tion of the Goſpel, we will wait, and pray, and hope 
for. God has ſpoken to us by his Son, and the 
Words ſpoken ſhall, through the. Bleſſing of Hea- 
ven, ſhine forth moſt gloriouſly where and when 
the Lord pleaſes: So that ſome of theſe laſt Days 
will (maugre all preſent and future Oppoſition) be 
the beſt Days, the brighteſt, the moſt holy and 
bleſſed of all rhe Days that ever were known upon 
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be Holy Scriptures the Word of God. > TED 


Earth. They will be Days wherein the Sun of 


Glory will illuminate the whole World, and, by his ho 


enlivening Beams, transform Thouſands upon Thou- 
ſands, and ten thouſand Times ten thouſand of dark, 


deformed, and dead Sinners, into bright and beautiful 


Saints, and work the Saints themſelves into moſt ex- 


guiſite Mirrours of revs Light and Holineſs. O 


Lord, haſten on theſe bleſſed Days! 

But it may be aſk'd, by is it 7 ſaid, that Gd bath, 
in theſe laſt Days, ſpoken unto us by bis Son? Had the 
Son of God no Hand in the Old Teſtament Revelation ? 
I anſwer, Yes, certainly he had: Though one 
thinks, *Tis undemably evident, that neither the Law, 
vir yet any Prophecy, relating to Goſpel Times, was deli- 
ver d by the Son of God under any former Diſpenſation. 
But this Aſſertion is undeniably falſe ; For, 1. If 
Chriſt be the one true God, the ſame God that the 
Father is, as certainly he is, then he is the Author of 
the <vhbole Old Teſtament, as well as of the New, to- 
gether with the Father, and the Holy Spirit. Un- 


doubtedly, the one true God, Father, Son, and 


Holy Ghoſt, is the Author of all the Holy Scri 


tures. 2. It was the Son of God, the ſecond Perſon 


in the ſacred Trinity, the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who did 


appear on Mount Sinai, ſpake to Moſes, and deliver'd 


him the Law there. Two Things will make this 
very plain. 1. It was Fehovah, the Lord God of Iſrael 
himſelf, who did ſo : This cannot be denied by any, 
who will allow the expreſs Senſe of the Scripture to 
determine the Caſe ; for it was the Lord (Jebovab) 
that came down upon Sinai, on the Top of the 
Mount; the Lord (Jebovab) that called Moſes up to 
the Top of the Mount, and ſaid to him, Go down, 

charge the People, &c. Exod. xix. 20, 21. And it 


was the Lord (Jebovab) their God, that ſpake all the 


Wards of the Ten CITY Exod. Xx 17, X 


* Mr, Foſeph Dodfon's Twelve Diſcourſes, Pag. 226. 
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Earth) gave unio Moſes, when he had made an end of 


communing with him upon Mount Sinai, two Tables f 


Teſtimony, Tables of Stone written with the Finger f 
God, Exod. xxxi. 18. Theſe Words (the Words of 


the Ten Commandments) the Lord (Fehovab) ſpake 


unto all your Aſſembly in the Mount, out of the midſt . of 
the Fire, of the Cloud, and of the thick Darkneſs, with\a 

eat Voice, and he added no more; and he wrote them 
in two Tables of Stone, and delivered them unto me, 


Deut. v. 22. And the People do expreſly acknow- 


Jedge, over and over again, that the Lord, who 
ſpake in the Mount, and gave the Law to Moſes, 


was the Lord their God; fo that it is moſt evident it 


was Jehovah, the one only living and true God himſelf, 


that ſpake with Moſes in Mount Sinai. It was not 


any Creature whatever, not any one of all the An- 
gels; and therefore what is ſaid of Angels, relating 
to this Matter, as, They received the Law by the Diſpo- 


ſition of Angels, Acts vii. 53. The Law was ordained by 


Angels, Gal. iii. 19. The Word ſpoken by Angels, Heb. 
ti. 2. may import, that the Angels were Fehovab's 
ſhining Train, and ſplendid Attendants, miniſtring 
to the Glory of that wonderful Day ; his noble Wit- 
neſſes to that admirable Work, and poſſibly his loud 
Heralds, or Proclaimers of the Law' unto the People, 
upon Moſes's receiving it from the Lord. Jebovab 
was the immediate Author, Writer, and Deliverer 
of the Law to Moſes, though Angels might miniſter 
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56 The Holy Scriptures tbe Word of God: © 
And he (the Lord, Fehowah, who made Heaven and 


in the aweful Promulgation of it. 2. This is evident 


from what is ſaid of Fehovab, who ſpake to Moſes on 
Mount Sinai For, 1. He is called an Angel, Acts 
vii. 38. and the Angel of the Lord (Jebovab, ) and 
Lord (Jebovab;) for fo is the Angel of the Lord, 


(Jehovah) who appeared unto Moſes in a Flame of 


Fire out of the midſt 4 a Buſh, called, Exod. iii. 2, 4. 
And, in Ver. 6. he declares himſelf to be the God of 


Abraham, Jſaac, and Jacob. The Febovab, who 
5 | went 
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2 went before the People of Trae, led them in their 
Way, and brought an out of Egypt, is the Lord, 
Fehovah, who gave the Law to Moſes ; and 17 is 
called an Angel of God, and an Angel, Exod. xiv. 
Chap. xxiv. 20; 23. Numb. xx. 16. Now chis A8 
gel is not only called Lord (Jebovab) which is an in- 
communicable Name of God, the Glory of whict he 
will not give to another; but, 2. beſides this, there 
are ſuch Things ſaid of this Angel, as could be truly; 
ſaid of no other, but the one only living and true 
God ; as, that the Lord's (Jebovab's) Name Was in 
bim; that he was their Fudge, forgiveneſs of Sins Be. 
longing to him; that obeying his Voice, was doing all that 
the Lord (Jehovah) pale; that God's Pref ence” Was. 
in him; that he redeemed from all Evil, and was Wor- 
ſhipped, Exod. xxiii. 21, 22. Chap. xxxiii. 2, 3, 14. 
Gen. xlviii. 16. So that this Angel was the moſt 
high God; and ſeeing God, in the Perſon of the 
Father, is never called an Angel, nor, indeed, can 
be; nor is the Spirit ever ſo called; that I can find; 
therefore it neceſſarily follows, thar this Angel was 
the ſecond Perſon in the ſacred Trinity, the Son 0 
God, the Lord Feſus Chriſt: And he, indeed, i 
called the Meſſenger or Angel of the Covenant, Mal. 
iii. 1, 2. The Lord (Fehovab) who gave the Law 
to Moſes, was ſeen and talk*d with Face to Face: He 
appeared in an human Shape, and ſpake to Miſes 
Face to Face, as a Man ſpeaketh unto bis Friend. And 
who ſhould this be but the Son of God, who was to 
aſſume the human Nature, and dedome very Man? 
Beſides, it is expreſly ſaid, Not ' that any Man bath 
ſeen the Father, ſave be which is of God, be hathſeen the 
Either, John vi. 46. God, in the Perſon'of the Far 
ther, is never _ to N 2 Jeſus was the 
earing Jebobab; and as he did appear to giv: 
| 2 ſo he will appear 5 "Adis by the Th FT 
2 Tim. iv. 1, 3. *Tis certain it was Jeſus 2 
chat gave the Law to Moſes on Mount Sinai, becau 
It 
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8 The Holy Scriptures the Word of Gad. 
it was his Voice that then ſhook the Earth, Heb, xii. 26. 
Hence it is evident, that thoſe Words in my Text, 
God hath, in theſe laſt Days, ſpoken unto us by his Son, 
do not mean that Chriſt, the Son of God, neither: 
gave the Law, nor any Prophecy, in the Old Teſta- 
ment Times, for he did both; but they mean; that 
God, in theſe laſt Days, hath ſpoken unto us by or 
in his Son, as manifeſt in the Fleſh, in or by the Son, 
as he was Man. God hath ſpoken to us by the per- 
| ſonal Miniſtry of the Man Chriſt Feſus ; and this 
ſhould abundantly endear to us the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, that God hath ſpoken it to us by his own. 
dear Son, who is God-man in one Perſon. -\ 
The Words of my Text being opened, I now. 
come to the great Truth that is plainly held out to 
us in them. 11 


Docr. That the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament are the very Word of God; what God him 
ſelf immediately ſpoke, By the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament, I underſtand the Writings of 
the Prophets and Apoſiles in the former and latter 
Part of the Bible; from the Beginning of Geneſis to 
the End of Malachi, and from the Beginning of the 
firſt Chapter of the Goſpel of Matthew, to the laſt 
Chapter of the Revelation of John incluſive. Theſe 
are the Word of God, not the eſſential or perſonal 
Word of God, for that is Chriſt ; that Word is he 
who is with God, and is God; but the written 
Word, the promulged, declared Word, the Word 
or Words that are expreſſed in the Bible: All theſe 
were ſpoken by God; Tice yeag) is $:orvevr@-, that 
is, all the Mriting, or all the written Word, is by the 
Inſpiration of God, 2 Tim. iii. 16. There is not one 
Sentence, or Word, in all the Bible, but what the 
Lord told his Prophets and Apoſiles to write down there: 
Whatever is deliver'd in any Part, either of the Old 
or New Teſtament, though ſaid by others, and 
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The Holy Scriptures the Word of God. 9 
wickedly ſpoken by wicked Perſons; yet it was by 

God's Appointment and Order to be recorded for 
dur Uſe. All doctrinal Truths, all Commands, 
_ Prophecies, Promiſes, Hiſtories, or whatever elſe 
is in the Holy Scriptures, were all ſpoken by the 
Lord God himſelf, in the Prophets, Apoſtles, and his 
Sen. That the Holy Scriptures are the very Word 
of God, is ſo clear a Truth, and ſo often told us in 
che' Scriptures, that it is aſtoniſhing how any Per- 
fon, in all the World, that reads and values the 
Bible, can or dare deny it. But, becauſe Men are 
thus daring, ſome through Error, and ſome through 
Wickedneſs, and ſome through both; I ſhall there- 
fore prove the Point, and then apply it. 
I. I ſhall prove this great Point, or give you ſome 
Arguments, ſhewing, that the Holy Scriptures are 
the very Word of Gd. To 15 
Ax. 1. Becauſe there are many great and glorious 
Truths revealed in them, which do far exceed the utmoſt 
Comprehenſion of all created Underſtanding ; Truths too 
great to be contained in the ſhallow Capacity of any 
Creature; too high for the human or angelick Mind 
fully to conceive of; and therefore not revealed by 
them. God, or an eternal infinite Spirit, is clearly 
deſcribed in the Holy Scriptures ; and who can per- 
fefly deſcribe God but himſelf? All that true and 
adequate Account we have of God in the Bible, 
muſt be told us by himſelf; for it is utterly impoſſible 
any other could do it; for every Being diſtin from 
| Gad, is a created finite Being, and therefore cannot 
take in, or fully underſtand an infinite Being, and 
conſequently could not deſcribe him. I am that I 

am; from everlaſting to everlaſiing thou art God ; the 
Father of Lights, with whom is no variableneſs, neither 
Shadow of turning; which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, the Almighty : Theſe, and ſuch-like 
Expreſſions, if they ſignify 8 Thing more than 
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a finite created Being; if they hold out to us the 
Nature and Perfection of God, as certainly they do; 
then they could never be the Invention of Men. or 


Angels, who are but of finite Underſtanding, | 
Every Attribute in God is abſolutely incomprehen- 


ſible by the moſt capacious created Mind. The 
utmoſt Thought of Men and Angels cannot find 
out the Almighty to Perfection. God's Life, Light, 
Holineſs, Goodneſs, Omnipreſence, Omniſcience, 
infinitely exceed the fartheſt Stretch of all created 
Imagination. No Creature whatever can deſcribe 
the Voleäge of the Lord; for his Underſtanding 
is infinite. The Love of God paſſeth all our Know- 
ledge; and who knows the Power of his Anger? 


Sod's Eternity we cannot underſtand, for we cannot 


conceive of a Being that never began to be. How 
the divine Will abides unchangeable amidſt all the 
Changes of his providential Tranſactions. in the 


World, we cannot tell; yet we are ſure, that how. 
great, and how many ſoever Turns and Changes 
chere are in the World, God is the Lord. who Ou 


701. 
Theſe three, the Father, Word or Son, and 


Holy Ghoſt, are expreſly ſaid, in Scripture, to be 
one; but how they are ſo, we know not. That 


the Father ſhould be God, the Son God, and the 
Holy Ghoſt God, and yet not three Gods, but only 
one God, is above all finite Capacity fully to un- 
derſtand. None can declare Chriſt's Generation; 
no Man knoweth his Name, and therefore no Code” 
ture whatſoever could deſcribe him, as he is deſcri- 
bed in the Script ure. 


God manifeſt in the Fleſh is hve all 0 N 


Thought fully to comprehend. How he who is eternal, 
uncreated, infinite, and immortal, ſhould be made or 


become Fleſh, which is temporal, created, finite, and 


mortal, is too wonderful for us to know. That Que- 
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The Holy Scriptures the Word of God. 11 
ſtion, How does all the Fulneſs of the Godhead dwell bo- 


dily in Chriſt? is too hard for Men or Angels to an- 


ſwer exactly. This is the great Myſtery of Godli- 
neſs, that the ſtrongeſt created Reaſon, or Unger- 
ſtanding, could neither invent, nor can comprehends 


yet it is plainly and expreſly reveab'd, and therefore 


revealed only by God himſelf. „ 
How Chriſt by his own Blood obtained eternal Re- 
demption for us, and hath redeemed us from the 
Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe for us, is 
what we cannot unravel. Full Satisfaction to God 
for all the Sins of his Elect by the Death of Cbriſt, is 
a moſt ſweet, but a myſterious Truth. 
Union of Believers with Chrift is a Myſtery: How 
Believers abide in Chriſt, and Chriſt in them, we know = 


not. | 


Regeneration, or being born again of the Holy 


Spirit, is above our Knowledge, and well it may ; 


for we know not how the Bones do grow in the 
Womb of her that is with Child; how then ſhould 
we know the more wonderful Work of God, making 
all Things new in the Soul? What it is to have Chriſt 
formed in us, the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, to be a 
new Man, renewed in Knowledge, after the Image 


| of him that created us, we cannot tell. Juſtification, 


by the free Grace of God, through the Redemption 
that is in Chriſt; Fellowſhip or Communion with 
God ; are great and glorious Privileges, ſuch as Be- 
lievers enjoy and feel, but cannot fully apprehend. 
The Reſurrection of the ſame Body is quite beyond 
the Fathom of human Underftanding. How this 
corruptible ſhall put on Incorruption 3 and this mor- 
tal, Immortality, we know not, nor could it ever 
have enter'd our Thoughts that it ſhould, had not 
God revealed it. Now it cannot be deny*d, but all 
theſe great Truths are clearly laid down in the Bible 3 
they are the very Contents of it, and the moſt mate- 
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12 The Holy Scriptures the Word of God. © 
rial and ſubſtantial Things in it; and though they are 
what Creatures cannot fully comprehend, and there- 
fore could not invent ( for that which. naturally cannot 
enter into the Mind of Man, cannot naturally proceed out 
of * it) yet they are there; and are ſome of thoſe 
Things which are the very Heart and Marrow of the 
Goſpel, and therefore muſt needs be God's Revela- 

tion, 5 5 i 
ARG. 2. The holy Scriptures muſt needs be God's 
Word, becauſe there are ſuch Things diſcover*d to us it 
them, as the moſt penetrating Underſtanding, and quickeſt 
Invention among ft Creatures, could never find out, never 
indent. „ ee | 
As, 1. The Riſe, and the Evil of Sin. Whence all 
our evil Thoughts, and actual Tranſgreſſions origi, 


"Wt | nally flow ; what it is that works in'us all manner of 
= Concupiſcence, and puts us on todo what we would not; 
19 we could never find out without the holy Scriptures; 
WIG But theſe tell us plainly, That we have all ſinned in 


that one Man, by whom Sin entered into the World ; and 
that by one Man's Diſobedience many were made Sinners, 
Rom. v. 12, 19. The Light of Nature, or natural 
Conſcience, ever ſince the Fall of Man, does but 
witneſs to part of God's Law, for it is dark and de- 
filed; it cannot diſcover all Sin: The Apoſtle is very 
clear in this, for, ſays he, J (that is he with all his. 
natural Light and Skill) Had not known Luſt, or Con- 
cupiſcence, except the Law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not cos. 
vet, Rom. vii. 7. So that it is the Law of God that, 
diſcovers the firſt Motions and Inclinations to Sin in 
the Soul to be Sin. No Man upon Earth can find 
out the firſt Riſe, or utmoſt Evil of Sin, without the 
holy Scriptures, For without the Law Sin is dead. 
Nor, 2. Could ever Men or Angels have found out 
a Remedy for this deſperate Diſeaſe, Sin; or, hows. 
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The Holy. Scriptures the Word of God. 13 
ever, not ſuch a Remedy or Saviour as is offered to us 
in the Bible; to wit, The Blood of him who is Gods 
the Death of him who is the Lord of Life and Glory 
One who is both God and Man in one Perſon. Whether 
ever God would heal any, of this moſt malignant Di- 
ſtemper, Sin, or no, we could not certainly tell. 
Bare Reaſon can never aſſure us, that there is For- 
giveneſs with God for Sinners; for what Reaſon can 
we give, that God will forgive Sin, while his infinite 
uſtice is unſatisfy*d for Sin? Beſides, Forgiveneſs 
is not a neceſſary, but a free Ad of the Divine Mind; 
and therefore impoſſible to be known to us, but by 
his own Revelation; and bleſſed. be God for ever, 
for that bleſſed Revelation, That there is Forgiveneſs - 
ith him, Pſal. cxxx. 4. But how this ſhould come 
to paſs we could not imagine. It is utterly impoſli- 
ble, that either Men or Angels ſhould, ever have in- 
vented, or ſo much as thought of ſuch a Saviour as 
is provided. How could they think, 1. That a 

pure Virgin, who had never known Man, ſhould: be 
with Child, and bring forth a Son by the over-ſhadow- 
ing Power of the Holy Ghoſt? 2. That this Son 
ſhould be derived from Adam, partake of the Na- 
ture that ſinned, and yet be born an holy Thing, 
without Guilt and Filth? 3. That this Child ſhould _ 
alſo be the mighty God; both true and perfect God, and 
true and perfect Man in one Perſon? 4. That this 
Child ſhould die the curſed Death of the Croſs in the 
Room and Stead of others, riſe again from the Dead 
on the third Day, aſcend into Heaven, fit at God 
the Father's right Hand, make continual Interceſ- 
fion for others there, and bring Millions upon Mil- 
lions to eternal Bleſſedneſs? All theſe Things are 
uite above the Inventions of the moſt wiſe Creatures 
* ever were made, and therefore muſt needs be 
the Effect of infinite Wiſdom. Whatever therefore 
is ſpoken either in the Old or New Teſtament of 
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Jeſus Chriſt, as Cod. Man in one Perſon; or, as he is 
the only Saviour of Sinners, was certainly ſpoken by 
the great God himſelf, _ 

Nor, 3. Could we ever have invented, or found 
the Way of coming to Chriſt, This Way has theſe 
two Steps in it at leaſt ; God the Father's drawing, 
and our own believing. Now *tis plain, proud Man 
would never have thought of God the Father's draw- 
ing him to Criſt ;" for this is what he ſcorns; this 
Doctrine is the very Thing that drives Man from 
Chriſt ; for when Chriſt ſaid unto his Diſciples, No 
Man can come to me, except the Father, which hath ſent 
me, draw him; and again, No Man can come unta 
me, except it were given unto him of my Father; from 
that Time many of his Diſciples went , and walked 0 
more with him, John vi. 44, 65, 66. And as to be- 
lieving in Chriſt, our Hearts are naturally ſet againſt 


this; that is as true ſtil] of every unconverted natu- 


ral Man, as it ever was of the Jews, Ye will not come 
te me that ye might have Life, John v. 40. We are 
all by Nature dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, and Chil- 
dren of Wrath, and cannot believe unto Salvation 
of our ſelves. Faith in Jeſus Chriſt is a Principle 
above all the Powers of Nature, and therefore not 
only to be revealed by God to us as our Duty, but 
alſo given us by him. Now the Bille, which reveals 
theſe Things, that neither Men nor Angels could 
invent, is ſurely God's Word. | 

ARG. 3. The holy Scriptures muſt ava be God's 
Word, or Revelation, becauſe they contain the Counſel 
of bis Will: If there be any Thing of the Will and 
Mind of God in them, any Thing of the eternal Pur- 


Poſe of the Lord concerning the Salvation of Sinners, 


or any Thing elſe, it muſt needs be God's own Re- 
velation ; for it is utterly impoſſible that any Crea- 
ture could know the eternal Purpoſe of God, till God 
made it known to him. We have Juſt 0 much, and 

> no 


no more, of God's holy Will revealed to us, as he 
lleaſed ; and juſt when, and not before, he thought 
it: Hence it is ſaid, that the Fellowſhip of the Myſtery- 
bath from the beginning of the World been bid; bid, 
Where? In Cod, Eph. iti. 9. And there it was 
kept bid, and ſecret, juſt as long as the Lord pleaſed 3 
but now is made manifeſt, and by the Scriptures of the 
Prophets, according to the Commandment of the everlaſt- 
ing God, made known to all Nations for the Obedience of 
Faith, Rom. xvi. 26. It is altogether abſurd and 
ridiculous to tell of any Thing of God's Will and 
Mind to be in the Scriptures, . and yet not ſpoken or 
revealed by himſelf. To ſay the Word of God is 
not contain*d in the Bible, is the ſame as to ſay, there 
is nothing of God's Will revealed there, either con- 
cerning himſelf, or his Creatures. And, how falſe 
and impious would ſuch a Saying be? For, how full 
of the Will of God is the Bible]! Nay, what other 
is the Bible, , but a glorious Tranſcript. of the eter- 
nal Mind? What, but the Records of Heaven open- 
ed to us? A Diſplay of the manifold Wiſdom of 
God, according to the eternal Purpoſe, . which he purpo- 
ſed in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord? Or, the Myſtery of 
his Will, which he hath purpoſed jn himſelf made 
known to us? What is the Bible, but a Declaration 
of God's Will concerning himſelf, his Son, his Spirit, 
his Decree, his Grace, his Worſhip, his Ordinances, 
and his Providence, in the World? What, but a 
Revelation of God's holy Will, concerning what 
we are to believe and do, and how he will enable 
us thereto, help us therein, reward the Saints, and 
puniſh Sinners at laſt ? And, as the Bible is the Will 
of God, it muſt needs be the Word of God. God's 
Will muſt certainly be God's Revelation, when 
made known to us. Tis evident to a, Demonſtra- 
tion, that Men muſt either deny, that the holy 
Scriptures are the Will of God, or acknowledge, 
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16 The Holy Scriptures the Word of Cod. 5 
that they are his Revelation. The whole Will of 


God in the Bible, whether it be the divine Lat, 


or the everlaſting -Goſpel of Chriſt, is all God's 
Word. The Law is the Law of the Lord, and ex- 
preſly ſo called, and we muſt own it to be ſo, if we 


own it to be his Will. It is the eternal Rule of Well- 


doing, and therefore given by no Creature. The 


Goſpel is expreſly called the glorious Goſpel of God, 
1 Tim. i. 11. And, the Word of the Lord that endu- 
reth for ever, 1 Pet. i. 25. The whole Method of 


Man's Salvation by Chriſt muſt needs be the Will of 


God; for none but God could give the Son of God 
to die for the Sins of Men. None could poſſibly will 


or think of ſuch a Way of Salvation but the Lord. 
Chriſt himſelf tells us, he came to do the Will of 


God. And *tis expreſly ſaid, that he gave himſelf for 


our Sins, that he might deliver us from this preſent evil 


World, according to the Will of God, and our Father, 


Gal. i. 4. And therefore all that is faid of Chriſt in 
the holy Bible, as to his Natures, Offices, Birth, 


Life, Death, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, Seffion at 


the Father's right Hand, Interceſſion, and eternal 
Salvation of his People (and theſe Things take up 


a great part of the Bible) is God's Word, and could 


poſſibly be no other, becauſe all theſe Things are 


the reſult of the eterna] Counſel of God. That ever 


there ſhould be a Saviour of Sinners, or who he 


ſhould be, or what he ſhould do or ſuffer, none 
could tell, till God made it known, it being all pure- 


ly of his own good Pleaſure. Whatever is ſaid in the 


| holy Scriptures, concerning the Holy Spirit of God, 


either as to his Nature, or his Work upon the Souls 
of Men, either as their Sanctifier, Comforter, or 


Guide, muſt be ſaid by God himſelf ; for no Crea- 


ture could ſay any Thing about it, till God inform'd 


him of it. The Bible thus containing the Will of 


God, is undoubtedly the Revelation of God. 
| ARG, 
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An. 4. The holy 7 are tlie Babes of 2 
becauſe the Prophets and Apoſtles expreſly declare, that 
what 15 written therein is the Wor 2 14 the Lord, or 
what was ſpoken or inſpired by hin me Hundrc 7 


of Times it is faid 'by 1 Proton and Apoſtles," Thus | 


faith the Lord; or, Thus ſaith the, Lord G54 of lage 
the Word of the Lord 925 unto" Ine 5, the Mouth 6 
Lord hath ſpoken t; the Lord Hate; Jeſus An = 
and ſaid 3 or Words of this import. The Api 
Paul tells us experts That all Scripture is given by In- 
| ſpiration of God, 1 Tim. iii. 16. nd ſays he, Whip 
ye received the Word of of God which 1 Red de of 7740 "Fes 
ceived it not as the. Ward of Men „ 
the Word of God, 1 Theſſ. ii. F So that if we 
allow that the Prophets and | Apo 2 were hone {t Mia 
and did ſpeak the Truth in this Matter, 95 cannot 
deny the Scriptures to be the Word of God. 5 RE 
ten Commandments were immediately by the 42 
delivered to Moſes in the Hearing of the People; anc 
they are expreſly ſaid to be the Words whzc, Ged 
ſpake, Exod. xx. 1. And they are ſet off with this 
very great and ſweet Encouragement to obey them, 
Jam the Lord thy God. And the firſt of theſe Com- 
mandments runs in theſe Words, Thou ſhalt have no 
other Gods before me; which, ſurely, no Creature 
whatever durſt ſay. And other Commands, ſuch as, 
Love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart. Fear, God 
and keep bis Commandments. Repent and believe the 
Goſpel. Believe on the Name of bis Son Feſus 17 8 
And, Love one another ; and ſuch like Commands, 
are all back'd with ſuch great. and gracious Motives 


and Arguments, as none but God could poſſibly pro- 


poſe, or ever make good. 


Beſides, if we conſider the vat Extent of Scrip- 
ture Commands, as reaching to, and binding all 
Mankind, we muſt ſay; they are from God; for 


who but God e E command all the World? Scrip- 
3 ture 
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1128 The Holy Striptures the Word of God. 
ture Commands call for the Heart, yea, the whole 

Heart; and who but God can do that? God only is Ml ; 

Judge of the Conſcience, and therefore he only can 

 .tommand it. If Scripture Commands are not God's il 

' 

˖ 


Commands, where are God's Commands? Or, why 
do we obey theſe? Many, very many great and 
precious Promiſes there are in the Bible, which are 
all expreſly called the Word of God, or declared to 
1 be what he faid, The bleſſed Promiſes of a new Mt 1 
KY Heart, a new Spirit; of putting the Lord's Spirit with» t. 
1 in us, cauſing us to walk in his Statutes, and keep his ll © 
„ ne oh | | : e 
bw Fudgments, and do them; the Prophet Ezekie] brings i © 
[41300 in under, | Thus ſaith the Lord, Ezek. xxxvi. 22, Sc. 18 
 _- That noble Promiſe, Of an everlaſting Covenant, the Ne. 
1 Prophet Zeremiab tells us, is what the 8 ſaid, Jer, Wit 
_ xxxli. 36, Sc. That admirable Promiſe of Pro: Wor 
Wo | teftion in all Dangers, which we have, Jia. xliii, 2, 3, {Wn 
4 4, 5, Sc. that Prophet tells us, was what the Lord, Nor 


. | | that cr eated 7 acob, ſaid. „GN o 3 
14.38 "Theſe, and all ſuch-like Promiſes, muſt needs be 
Wh God's Word: 1. Becauſe it is not credible that any 
111488 | Creature durſt make them; or durſt ſay, Ze ſhall. 
18 be my People, and I will be your Gad. 2. None but 
hh. God can perform them. And therefore, 3. If God 
1 ' did not make them, they are vain and empty Words, 


i 208 | and worſe. „ 5 | 
1.38 In the Bible there is many an awful Threatning, 
0 which comes under, Thus ſaith the Lord; and other Wuc 
.  —_ Threatnings and Judgments, ſuch as none but God 
can inflict, or could ever ſo much as have thought 
of; ſuch as, 74 ye believe not that 1 am be, ye ſhall die 
in your Sins. If any Man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
let him be Anathema, Maran-atha. The Blaſphemy.againſt. 
the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be TER unto Men. Whoſo- * 
ever ſpeaketh againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it Ball nat be for- 

1138 given bim, neither in this World, neither in. the World io 
__ came, Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting Fire, 
„ þ | 2: Pre- 
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nings, have any Force or Efficacy, or Truth in 
them; it is moſt certainly the Word of God. 
AR. 5. Prophecies, in the Holy Scriptures, or fore- 
telling Things to come, prove them to be the Word of God. 
The Spirit of Prophecy breathing in many Scrip- 
tures, and the exact Accompliſhment of Scripture 
Prophecies, are a demonſtrative Argument that 
they are from God. Surely, the Gift of Prophecy 
is from God, the Father of Lights, from whom comes 
every good and perfect Gift. This is given us as a di- 
ſtinguiſning Character of the true God, Declaring, 
or ſhewing Things to come, Iſa. xli. 22, 23. So that 
none can foretel Things that are to come, bur God, 
or thoſe Perſons to whom God tells theſe Things. 
All certain and infallible Knowledge of ſuch future 
Things as depend on free Cauſes, is from God alone. 
Events foretold ſome Hundreds of Years before they 
had any viſible Root out of which they were to grow, 
could only be told by infinite Wiſdom only by him 
ho knows all Things paſt, preſent, and to come. 
It is true, ſome Creatures may accidentally hit upan 
2 future Event; or, fo far as it depends upon natu- 
al Cauſes, they may make ſhrewd Gueſſes that 
uch a Thing will come to paſs, and it may do ſo + 
but all this is but Gueſs, uncertain and dubious. 
But the great and extraordinary Events foretold in 

he Scriptures, are evidently above all Creature 

orefight. Who but God could promiſe the Seed 

the Woman, or Chriſt Jeſus, to Adam, four Thou- 
and Years before he was born? Who but God could 

ſſure Abraham, that his Seed ſhould be afflicted four 

undred Years in a ſtrange Land; which fell out ex- 


aly? Who could make ſuch a clear Diſcovery to 
oly David, of God's Son, as is in P/al. ii. but Gog 
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himſelf. How clearly and particularly, did the.x NO». 
ble Prophet Tfaiab foretel the Birth, Life, Suffer- 
ings and Death of a bleſſed Jeſus, hundreds of Years 
before Cbriſt was born of a Woman? 2nd. who <a 
do this but God himſelf? lt 

That rich and clear Prophecy in Ia vii. 14. Be 

hold, a Virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a Son, and ſpall cal 
his Name Immanuel, in the plain, obvious, and lite. 
ral Senſe of it, was fulfill'd in Jeſus of Nazareth, and 
could poſſibly be fulfild in no other. Nor can 
think that it has any typical Senſe in it at all; to me 
it does not appear to be either probable or poſſible, 

that there could, be a Type of the Perſon here ſpoken 
of; 1. Becauſe between the Type and the Aniitype 
there ought to be an Agreement or Likeneſs in the 
principal Things; but there never could be, in the 

ature of Things, the leaſt Reſemblance or Simili 


tude of the main Things here ſpoken of; and in all 


God's Word we find nor the Birth of a Child born of 
a Woman that never knew Man, but one. 2. If we 
take the Words typically, then, unleſs the typical Son 
was born of a Virgin, or a young Woman that never 
was known by Man, we have no clear or full Proof 
in all the Old Teſtament, that the Meſſi ab ought to be 
born of a pure Virgin; and ſo we do not only loſe the 
plain Senſe of the Prophecy, but the Applicatign 
that the Evangeliſt Maithew makes of it is altogether 
groundleſs; which no Chriſtian can think of with: 


is true only of Jeſus of Nazareth, and of none bu 
him; for he only was born of a Virgin that nevet 
knew Man; and he only was, and is our Immanuel 
the proper Signification of which Word can be aſcri 
bed to no mere Creature whatever, nor ever k 
aſcribed to any, mere Creature in all the Scriptures 
The Prophecies of the Time and Place of Chriſt? 
Wh of his Death, and the Manner of it; of hi 


Reſuf. 
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Reſurrection and Aſcenſion; of the Converſion of 5 ts 
the Gentiles, and Rejection of the Fews, together 3 
with other Prophecies, are ſo very many, and ſo in- 
terwoven in the Holy Scriptures, from one End to 
the other ; and being either expreſly ſaid to be from + 
God, or evidently appearing to be ſo from their 
Nature ; ; that they are, and muſt needs be, an aſſu- 
red Proof, that the Holy Scriptures are of divine 
Inſpiration, * | 
AC. 6. The Holy Scriptures are the Word of. _ 
God, becauſe ſuch Things are ſaid of them, as could bt 
truly Jad of of no Word or Writing whatever, but that 
which is Ca It is expreſly ſaid of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that they are able to make wiſe unto Salvation 
through Faith, which is in Chriſt Feſus, 2 Tim. iii. 18. 
and Rely then the Wiſdom that ſhines in them 
muſt needs be the Wiſdom of God; for we can be 
made wiſe unto Salvation by no other Wiſdom but 
his; as is evident, in that God, in bringing about 
our Salvation, makes fooliſn the Wiſdom of this 
World, and ſhews and magnifies his own in the won- 
derful Way of Salvation, by a crucified Chriſt: 
Neither can we imagine, that God would, by his 
Apoſtles, join, as he does here, Faith in Chriſt with 
any Writing but his own; becauſe Faith in Chriſt 
muſt not ftand in the Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power 
" of God. The Goſpel of Chriſt is expreſly called he 
Power of God unto Salvation; and fo powerful and 
. efficacious is it, that it has been victorious in all 
the World, conquering Thouſands upon Thouſands 
where-ever it has gone, The Power that God puts 
forth in and with the Goſpel, penetrates the inmoſtt 
Receſſes of the Soul, ſeparates the Sinner from his 
deareſt Luſts, and gives a new and an holy Byar 
even to that very Heart that has been accuſtomed to 
Evil. The Goſpel is called the Goſpel of our Salvation, 1 
and holds out to us that Salvation, which if we neg- hs 
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vation to us? Or whoſe is that Word but God's, 
upon the Neglect of which we run the Riſque of eter- 


nal Condemnation? The Word, contained in the 


Holy Scriptures, is ſaid to be, that Light, a great 
Light, a marvellous Light, and à Light that ſhineth 
in a dark Place until the Day dawn, and the Day-Star 
ariſe in our Hearts, The Light of the glorions Goſpel 
is fo glorious, that it is hid to none but thoſe who are 


loſt, whoſe Minds the God of this World has blinded, 
2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. The Goſpel is called expreſly, The 


Goſpel of the bleſſed God, the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
be Croſpel of the Kingdom, and of the Grace of God; 
that Goſpel by which we come id he Partakers of the Pro- 
miſe of God in Chrijt, that Goſpel through which TFeſus 
Chriſt hath brought Life and «mmortality to Light, 
befides which there is no other ; and concerning which 
the Apoſtle Paul ſays, once and again, If any Man 
preach any other Goſpel, let him be accurſed ; and this 


is the Goſpel that muſt be preach'd and obey'd, 


upon Pain of everlaſting Deſtruction: And theſe are 
ſuch Characters, as can belong to no Word but 
God's; and therefore the Holy Scriptures, of 
8 theſe Things are ſaid, are the Word of 
od. Y | 
Again, Our Fellowſhip muſt be in the Goſpel, our 
Converſation ſuch as becometh the Goſpel, we muſt ſtrive 


together for the Faith of the Goſpel, and not be moved 


away from the Hope of the Goſpel, and can this Goſpel 
then be any but God's ? Scripture Words are Words 


of Truth and Uprighine/s, Words whereby we ſhall be 


judged at the laſt Day: He that keepeth the Law is 


_ bappy, but whoſo deſpiſeih it ſhall be deſtroyed. Scrip- 


ture Words muſt not be added to, nor taken away 


from; to them we muſt make eur Appeal for a final 
Determination of all religious Controverſies : And to 


whoſe 
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lect, we cannot poſſible eſcape, Heb. ii. 3. And 5 : 
whoſe Word but the Word of God can hold out Sai- 


22 The Holy Scriptures the Word of God. 


Tue Holy Scriptures the Word of God. 3 
| whoſe Word ſhould we appeal for ſuch a Determi- 


nation, but God's, who is Judge of all? 


An. 7. Jf.the Author of the Scriptures was a Crea. 
ture only, and not the moſt high God, then certainly he 
was the wickedeſi Creature that ever lived; none 
could poſſibly be a more impudent and abominable 
Sinner than he: For, his Deſign muſt be to impoſe a 
Cheat upon all Mankind, and that in the moſt impor- 
tant Concern of eternal Salvation: His Aim mult be 
to cheat Souls into Hell, to decoy them into ever- 
laſting Woe and Miſery ; when he delivers that for 
the Word of God, and expreſly declares, Thus ſaith 
the Lord, when he knew that the Lord never ſaid 
any ſuch Thing. And what more abominable } 
To feign a divine Revelation, when there was none; 
to declare a Method of Salvation. for Sinners, as 
God's Method , when there never was any ſuch 
Thing propoſed by the Lord; what more heinoufly 
wicked! If the Religion in the Bible is not from 
God, then it is a forged Thing, and Falſnood all 
over, and the Bible is the moſt dangerous Book that 
ever was Writ ; for it comes to us in God's Name, as 
what was /poken and inſpired by him, and yet upon 
dis Suppoſition is not ſo. Nay, the Author, of the 
_ Holy Scriptures, if he was not God, has not only 
impoſed a falſe Religion upon the World with a 
Lye, but he has done this in a moſt daring Man- 
ner; in ſuch a Way, as the moſt profligate and vile 
Follow upon Earth would have been aſhamed of; 
for he has taken upon him not only to ſpeak in God's 
Name, but alſo declares himſelf to be God, yea, 
that God beſides whom there is no other ; for ſo he 
called himſelf, who ſpake by the Prophets of old, 
Jai. xlv. 5. It is plain, from what we find in the 
Scriptures, that no Creature whatever is, or could 
poſſibly be the Author of them, as I have ſhewn, 
in Arg. 1 and 2. ; jean 
I, 9 But 
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But further, concerning the good Angels: They 
are ſaid to bow down, Tecaxu4z: , or pry into the 


glorious Things of the Goſpel, - plainly importing, 


that they were at a Loſs till they did ſo; rhey ad. 
mire ſuch a Revelation, as worthy of an Author in- 


finitely above themſelves. 


It is certain, the mani- 


fold Wiſdom of God, ſhining in the great Things 
the Goſpel treats of, was unknown to the glorious 
Angels, till God revealed it to them, Eph. iii. 16: 
As to the Devil, or evil Angels, he would never have 
told of himſelf what is expreſsly faid of him in 
the Scripture, to wit, That he was a Murderer 


from the Beginning, and abode not in the Truth, becauſe 


there is no Truth in bim; when he ſpeaketh à Lye," he 


ſpeaketh of his own ; for be is a Lyar, and the Father of 
it, John viii, 44. He would never have told us, 


that everlaſting Fire is prepared for him and his An- 
As to bad Men, their dark Heads could not, 
and their wicked Hearts would not, ſet about com- 
poſing ſuch a Book of Light and Truth, and Holineſs, 
as the Bible is: There are ſo many black Characters 
of wicked Men, ſuch terrible Threatnings againſt 
them, and ſuch horrible Things ſaid to be in ſtore 


gels. 


for them, that they could never have an Hand in' 


it; nay, their conſtant Practice is a conſtant De- 
monſtration againſt them, how ill they like the Bible. 
And good Men would never have promiſed what 
they could never perform, to wit, Pardon of Sin, 


new Hearts, God's Holy Spirit, eternal Life : They 


would never have ſaid, they ſpake in God's Name, 
when they did not; ſo that it is altogether incon- 


ſiſtent with common Senſe, that either the Devil, or 


bad or good Men, ſhould be the Authors of the 


— 


Holy Bible; and the good Angels came to their Know- 


ledge of the Myſtery of the Goſpel by the Church 
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a? Gods cherefore 1 conclude, that God, and be 5 


only, is the Author of the Holy Bibile. 

| As. 8. If the Scriptures are not the Word of God, 
then they ure no infallible Rule of Faith and Manners, 
0 Rule of divine Obedience to us at all. They are no 
perfect, no certain Guide of Life; for Imperfection 
and Uncertainty accompany every Writing but God's. 
If they be not God's Word, they are but a fallible 
Word, and may deceive and ruin us for ever: We 
are no more to believe the Scriptures, or take them 
for our unerring Rule; we are no more to depend 
upon them, as a ſure Guide to eternal Happineſs, 
if they are not God's Word. The Bille may, nay, 
it muſt be thrown away, as a Book not only altoge- 
ther inſufficient to ſhew us our Way to Heaven, but 
as containing a great many profane Things in it, if 
it be not the Word that God himſelf has ſpoken to 
us: But God having ſpoken it, it is infallibly true 
all over. God is the only infallible Teacher; it is 
only he, who cannot lye, who cannot deceive: 
There is no certainty at all in what Man ſays, 
while he ſpeaks without a Rule from God, of not 
according to the Will of God: None but God cantell 
us what we muſt believe and. do, that we may be 
faved : None but be can ſhew us what it is to be holy; 
juſt, and good, in ſuch a Senſe, as will pleaſe him. 
God only can tell us how he will be worſhipped:. 

And if he has not told us theſe Things in the 
Bible, he has told us them no where; for there is 
no other Book that pretends to be immediately from 

God, but this; and conſequently we have no divine 
Rule of Faith and Manners at all; God has then left 
us to our ſelves, to the Devices of our own. Hearts 3 
and he that truſteth in his own Heart is a Fool, Prov. 
xxviii. 28. But, on the other hand, if the Holy 
Scriptures be a perfect, infallible Rule of Life, of he- 
veving and doing, as certainly they are, and recom- 
E wendet | 
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mended to us as ſuch by the Lord himſelf, then they 
are his Word; for they can only become the Foun- 


7 


dation of our Faith, Hope, and Obedience to God, 


as they are the Mind and Will of God. And thus it 
is; the Lord, by his Prophet, recommends the Scrip- 
tures to us as ſuch a Rule, as whoever ſpeaks not ac- 


cording to it, it is becauſe: they have no Light in themy 


Hai. viii. 20. Whatever any one ſpeaks, let him 
be who he will, or fay what he will, if he ſpeaks 
any thing concerning God, or our Duty to him, he 
muſt ſpeak according io the Law and Teſtimony. 
Theſe are the unalterable Standard of all right 
ſpeaking whatever; Ye, ſays Chriſt, do err, not know- 
ing the Scriptures, Matt. xxii. 29. plainly importing, 
that the Scriptures are an unerring Rule, and to be 
known and believed, that we may not err: They 


are a ſure Preſervative from Error. The Reaſon 


why the Jewiſb People of old did always err in their 
Hearts, was, becauſe they did not bear God's Voice, 
Heb. iii. 7, 10. When one aſked our Saviour, 


and ſaid, Maſter, What ſhall 1 do to inherit eternal 


Life? Chriſt turns him to the Scriptures, and ſaid 
unto him, What. is written in the Law ? How readeſt 
thou? Luke x. 25, 26. So that the Scriptures are 
our Rule to direct us to God, and to eternal Life 


and Happineſs through Chriſt. And a moſt excel- 
lent Rule they are: They are a divine infallible 


Rule; a moſt true, certain, pure, and perfect Rule; 
a Rule that hath no Error in it at all, but all ne- 


ceſſary Truth; a Rule that contains all Things that 


have been, are, or ever ſhall be neceſſary to the 


Salvation of Men ; a Rule that forbids all Sin, and 
all che Degrees thereof, in Thought, Word, and 
Deed ; and commands all Holineſs in Heart and 
Life, and that continually. In a Word, .the Scrip- 
tures are the only perfect and perpetual Canon, 
Rule, or Meaſure of all Matters of Religion ; 

= e 
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that Rule by which all Doctrines, and all Practices 
whatever, are to be tried and adjuſted ; and there- 
fore a Rule that could not poſſibly be made by any 
other, but him, who is the All-ſeeing, Heart-ſearch- 
ing God, and great Judge of all. 8 457 


ARG. 9. God hath confirmed the Holy $ criptures by 


Miracles, and therefore they are his Word. It 
would be blaſphemous, as well as abſurd, to ima- 
gine, that God, who is infinitely wiſe, holy, true, 
and good, ſhould exert his extraordinary Power to 
confirm falſe Writings. It is utterly impoſſible 
that the God of all Truth, and who is Truth it ſelf, 
ſhould work Miracles to recommend a Falſhood; 

and therefore, as ſure as God has ſealed Scripture- 
Doctrine with the miraculous Operations of his 
own Hands, ſo ſure it is his Doctrine. I find that 
Divines are commonly agreed, that a Miracle is an 
Effect above, or contrary to, the ordinary. Courſe 
of Nature; Dr. Bates ſays *, A Miracle is an extraor- 
dinary Operation of God in Nature, either in ſtopping its 
Courſe, or in producing ſome Effefts that are above its 
Laws and Power. And this is manifeſt, from thoſe 


Miracles the Scripture ſpeaks of. Now it is undeni- 


able that God wrought many. Miracles in Confir- 
mation of the Scriptures, by the Propbeis and Apoſtles 3 
yet, I think, that Je Chriſt wrought moſt ' Mira- 
cles of any; and ſuch Miracles, and in fuch a Man- 
ner, as did evidently prove him to be the true 
Meſſiab, and very God. Chriſt opened the Eyes of 
one born blind, a Thing never heard of before: To 


the Widow's Son of the City of Naim, that was 


dead, and they were carrying to his Grave, Chrift 
did but ſay, Toung Man, Ariſe, and he that was dead 
ſat up, and began to ſpeak: Though Lazarus had 
been dead four Days, and buried in a Cave, Jeſus 


* See his Works, Pag 239. the ſormer Edition. 1 
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28 The Holy Scriptures the Word of God. 
did but cry, Lazarus, come forth, and he that was dead 
came forth, bound Hand and Foot, with Grave 
Clothes, Jairus's Daughter, when dead, Chrift did 
bur take ber by the Hand, and ſaid, Maid ariſe, and 
her Spirit came again, and ſhe aroſe ſtraightway. 
Unto the impotent Man, which had an Infirmity 
Thirty and eight Years, Jeſus only ſaid, Riſe, take up 
thy Bed and walt; and immediately the Man was 
made whole, and took up his Bed and walked. Chriſt 
fed and filled five Thouſand Men with five Barley 
Loaves, and wo ſmall Fiſhes, and there were twelve 
Baſkets fill'd with the Fragments that did remain. 
Theſe, and many more Miracles which Chriſt , 
wrought, ſome by a Word, ſome by a Touch, and 
all by his own Power, juſt as he pleaſed, are a ſuffi- 
1 cient Argument that he came from God, and, that 
| his Doctrine was according to the Will of God. 

1. God in the Old Teſtament look'd on Miracles 
as a ſufficient Evidence to perſwade Men to believe, 
Exod. iv. 1, 2, 3, 4,5. 2. Chriſt in the New Teſta- 
ment owns the ſame Thing; he look'd upon Mira- 
cles as a clear Proof, that he was the Meſſiab that was 

romiſed : For when two of 7ehbz*s Diſciples came to 
Jeſus, and ſaid unto him, Art thou he that ſhould come, 
or do wwe look for another ? Jeſus anſwered, and ſaid unto 
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bi them, Go and ſhew John hoſe Things which ye do hear 

cl and ſee: The Blind receive their Sight, and the Lame 
oy walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, and the Deaf bear, the , 
þ Dead are raiſed up, and the Poor have the Goſpel 
1:18 preached to them, As if he had ſaid, You need but 
1 tell John what 1 do, and he will readily believe who 
. I am. And Chri/t himſelf appeal'd to his Works, as 
es! a ſufficient Evidence that his Father had ſent him. 


— 
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111 3. Abour five Thouſand Men, when they had ſeen 
bf | the Miracles that Feſus did, did all at once conclude - 

4K and ſay concerning Chriſt, this is of a Truth that Pro- 

Phet that ſhould come into the World, and were re- 
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© The Holy Scriptures the Word of God. 29 
ſolved to make him a King, as is plain from Jobn vi. 
10, 14, 15. With this Argument of Chriſt's work- 
ing Miracles many were convinc'd and believed. 
Many believed in bis (Chriſt's) Name, when they ſaw 
the Miracles which he did, John ii. 23. This was the 
Argument the chief Prieſts end Phariſees feared would 
produce an univerſal Belief on Jeſus Chriſt ; ſay they, 
I hat do we? For this Man doth many Miracles; if we 
tet him thus alone, all Men will believe on him, John xi. 
47, 48. Nicodemus, a Ruler of the Zews, was fully 
convinc'd by the Miracles that Chriſt did, that he 
was a Teacher come from God, John iii. 1, 2. And 
this Argument is urged by the e Peter, as an 
invincible one, of Chriſt's coming from God, and be- 
ing approv'd of by God. Ye Men of Iſrael, ſays he, 
Bear theſe Words, Jeſus of Nazareth, a Man approved 
of God among you, by Miracles and Wonders, and Signs, 
 wbich God did by bim in the midſt of you, as ye your 
ſelves alſo know, Acts ii. 22. The Strength of this 
Argument is ſo great and evident, that the Enemies 
of Chriſtianity labour hard at this Day to overthrow 
it; and we can expect no other from them. But it 
is unaccountable, that any who pretend to be Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, and Defenders of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, ſhould endeavour to darken, confound, and 
ſteal away the Evidence that ariſes to Chriſtianity 
from the Miracles ſpoken of in the holy Scrip- 
tue - 
One ſays, **Tis not abſolutely certain to us, at this di- 
ſtance of Time, that the Miracles were wrought at all. 
What, does the Word of God fail, and loſe its 
Efficacy by length of Time? No certainly. What- 
ever is delivered there as done by Chriſt, or anz 
other, is, and ever will be, a certain Truth to us, 
and all ſucceeding Generations. Undoubredly all 


 * True Grounds and Reaſons, &c. Page 31. 
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30 The Holy Scriptures the Word of God, © 
thoſe who believe the holy Scriptures: to he the 
Word of God, are far more ſure that the Miracles 
of Chriſt were wrought, than they are, that any 
Thing they ever read in any human Writing is true 

ea, they are as certain of it, as they are that God hath 
poke Truth in his Word; or, that the holy Scrip- 
tures.are Words of Fruth and Sobernelss  _ 
Another, * after he has laid down his ſorry De- 
finition of a Miracle, aſſerts, that, Even the Actions 
of God himſelf will not, upon this (his) Scheme, be mira- 
culous. That we fhall find it @ very difficult Taſk to 
prove, That Miracles are done by the immediate Interpo- 
ſition of God himſelf. That we ought not tov pofittuely to 
aſſert, even of the moſt wonderful Events that have bi- 
t#herio happened, that they were produced immediate- 
ly by the Hand of God, and not by the Miniſtration or 
Agency of inferior Spirits, Now, theſe are high Rants - 
againſt God himſelf; plain Contradictions to his 
Word, The holy Scriptures tell us expreſly, that 
God did Miracles; and the Lord himſelf declares be 
did ſo. Deut. xi. 3. Chap. xxix. 3. Numb. xiv. 22. 
In Exod. xv; and, P/al. Ixxviii. are ſeveral miracu- 
Jous Works mentioned, and they are all expreſly aſcri- 
bed to God as the Author of them. Beſides, I would 
aſk, by whoſe Power did Moſes*s Rod become a Serpent, 
and a Rod again ? Exod. iv. 3, 4, By whoſe Power 
did the Rod of Aaron bring forth Buds, bloom Bloſſoms, 
and yield Almonds © Numb. xvii. 8. By whoſe Power 
did the Sun ſtand ſtill upon Gibeon ? Joſb. x. 12, 14. 
By whoſe Power did the Virgin Mary conceive, and 
bring forth Jeſus Chriſt ? Was dead Lazarus rais'd 
out of his Grave by any, but God's almighty Power ? 
Was not the Miracle of Cloven Tongues immediately 
from God? Creatures could do no ſuch Things as 
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The Holy Scriptures the Nord of God. 31 
| theſe by their own Power. Good Men, that were 
inſtrumental in, 'or occaſions of, working Miracles, 
deny*d they wrought them by their own Power, and 
aſcribed the Work to Chrift,, Acts iii. 12, 16. Chap. 
iv. 10. The Magicians, thoſe Deceivers of old, nei- 
ther did, nor could work any true or real Miracles 3 
for they could not bring forth Lice, nor any one of 
the following Miracles; they could not hinder the 
Plague of Boils from breaking forth upon themſelves 3 
they could not remove an) one Plague from Pharaoh 3 
their 'Serpents were {wallowed up of Aaron's Rod or 
Serpent, and therefore they were not true Serpents, 
but only Images, or Serpents in Shet and Appear- 
ance only. Could but the Devil have done more in, 
or by theſe Magicians, his Servants, no doubt but he 
would; but he cannot work a true and real Miracle; 
no, no, only Iying Wonders, theſe he can do. So that 
God only is the Author of all real Miracles. We 
muſt learn to give God that which is his own, and due un- 
to bim. We muſt acknowledge him to be the ſole Author 
and Worker of all the Miracles that have been, or fhall 
be inthe World. Neither Saint nor Angel, neither Pro- 
phet nor Apoſtle, neither Satan, the Prince of Darkneſs, 
nor any of the Devils, is able to work any Miracle; it is 
the Prerogative Royal of God. Miracles, being only 
God's Work, are an inconteſtable Evidence that the 
Doctrine they are wrought in Confirmation of, is 
And. 10. Take a diſtin# View of the Old and 
New Teſtament, and it will further evidently appear 
that they are both of them the Word of God. _ 

1. The New Teſtament is the very Word of God. 
This is evident, 1. Becauſe the Lord Feſus Chriſt, the 
Founder and Publiſher of it, is the One only living and 
true God; the very fame God the Father and Holy 
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many a Text in the Bible. There is nothing in all the 
Bible held out to us in clearer Expreſſions than this 
great Truth is, That Chriſt Jeſus is the true God. This 
1s 45 evident, as that he is Man; as evident, as that: 
God the Father is God. It cannot be prov'd with 
better Arguments from the Scripture, that the Fa- 
ther is God, than it can, that the Son is God. * I have 
elſewhere invited any one to ſhew if he can, that there 
is one Text in all the Bible that does more clearly 
ſhew, that the Father is the true God, than the ſame 
Text, or ſome other, ſhews, that Chriſt alſo is the 
true God. I am fully perſwaded none can do it. 
Every Thing that eſſentially belongs to God, is at- 
tributed in holy Scripture unto Chriſt; all God's 
Names, Titles, Attributes ; yea, and all his Works, 
and Worſhip, are all evidently aſcribed to Chriſt. 


Certainly it is as clear from the holy Scriptures, that. 
Chriſt is the One true God, the Creator and Preſerver 


of all Things, as that there is any God at all made 
mention of there. This ſingle Chapter where my 
Text lies, affords us ſeveral irreſiſtible Arguments, 
that Chriſt is the ſame moſt High God, eſſentially 
conſider'd, that God the Father is: For, 1. He is ex- 
preſly ſaid to be the Brightneſs of his. Glory, and the 
expreſs Image, or Character, of his Park: ver. 3; 
And what can be before, higher, or more glorious, than 


1:4 
1% 
1 


Spirit are. This is clearly aſſerted many a Time in <A 
the holy Scriptures : It is what cannot poſſibly. be 
denied, without perverting the moſt: evident Senſe of 


the Brightneſs of God the Father's Glory? Or, what 


is the Eſſence of the Father, if the Brightneſs of 


his Glory be not? Surely there is. no other Form 


in God but an eſſential One. One puts a very dini 


nutive Senſe upon thoſe Words; he ſays, + He (Chriſt) 


I 


preface to my Sermons upon John v. 7. 
+ Mr. Dodſon's twelve Diſcourſes, Page 278. 
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Sun. : Whenes 1E 19 plain, accord dns to this 2 
that Chriſt; the Son er God” the F Akbef, wa the ; 
fame Sũbſtance or Effenct that Fs F ather- 49,” no 
more than a Ray of Light proceetibg from td Body 


of the Sutz, 18 that Body: But this is perverting the 


Text; which Jays" ex prefly, that che Son of God is 
the" Brigbine fp, bis Nabe * ey ANG e who is the 
Brightneſs of the Father's Glory. in heeds be his 
expreſs Image or Character, elſe bel is He the Bright. 
nefs of his Glory 3 and he Fo is the expreſs Image 
or Character opens Father's ctſdn muſt needs he an 
abſolutely. eterhal, uncreated, infinite Image. Thie 
expreſs Image or Character of God the Farher'is the 
very Eſſenes of God the Father. Tis utterly impof- 
fible to give a truè and full Chanifter of God the Fe a 
ther, except we give unto it BEM Divine Atttibte; 
Ch#i/t therefore'ts'theex EP ge or Charter bf 
Goc the Father; a0 bas Fr "tht Flu UA he 
Gollbead" dwellin n him. And therefore, 2. Chr 
jere, ver. 9. prefly. called 674, à Oeb-; G0d with 
he Article the true eternal God, whoſe Tron ir 


for ever and ever, 3. Chrift is Her called 15% Sol i 


God ibe Father: He is the Son of God im at- ig 
Senſe than the higheſt Creatures are, or can 8 
ke is uch 4 Sof 48 was before all Things; and d 5m 


all Wings; ft 2 ſacht* a Son as is God's v Proper 
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Proof that Chrift the Son of God is the immediate and 
proper Creator of the Earth, and the Heavens. Cre- 
ation is never more directly, or properly attributed 


to the Father than it is here to the Son: Here is not 


one Word or Syllable to ground that vile Notion on, 
that the Son of God is only an Iuſtrument in the Crea- 
tion but the Words are full and expreſs, for his be- 
ing the proper and alone. Creator, and he who is fo 
is Jebovab, the God of Iſrael, as is evident from 
the 102d Pſalm, whence theſe Words were 
taken. 5. Chriſt the Son of God is to be wor- 


ſhipped. And vet all the Angels of Cod worſhip bim, 


ver. 6, Now it is clear from the Holy: Scriptures, 
that God only is to be worſhipped , with - religi- 
ous Worſhip ; Meath. iv. 10. Exod. xx. 3. Deut. xiii. 
I, 2, 3,4, 5. therefore Chrift is the One only living 
and true God. And this is, and muſt be own'd to 
be, as clear a Truth, as any in the Bible, while the 
firſt Chapter of Hebrews is reckon'd any part of 
God's Word. And hereupon it is moſt evident, that 
Chriſt the Son of God had a full Right to make a New 
Teſtament, or to give us a ſecond Edition of the 
Will and, Mind of God. concerning the Salvation of 
Sinners x to change the Worſhip of God from legal 
and eeremonial, into pure evangelical ; he himſelf 
being the moſt high God, His true eternal Godbead is 
his Claim to give us a Goſpel! Diſpenſation. There 
Can be no better, no higher, no other Claim, to an 
Authority and Power of giving a Rule of Life, of 
Faith and Manners, to reaſonable. Creatures, than 
this, that he is the true Cod who does ſo. Now Chrift 
is the One true God, and therefore he had the beſt 


and the only Right to bring in a New Teſtament 


Diſpenſation; and he being the Author of the New 
Teſtament, it is every Word of it God's Word. 
What Chriſt has ſaid there, every Sermon he preach- 
ed, every Doctrine he delivered, every Command 
- Hs | | 5 
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he has there given, are all the Word of God, be- 


cauſe Chriſt himſelf is God, 2. All that the Evange- 


lifts'and Apoſtles have ſaid in the New Teſtament is 


the Word of God; becauſe, They all were filled teh 


the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpake with other Tongues, as the Spi- 
rit gave them Utterance, Acts ii. 4. Chap. iv. 31. And 
our Saviour ſaid exprefly to his Diſciples, 7! ig not ye 


that ſpeak, but the Spirit of your Father which ſpeaketh in 
von. The Apoſtle Paul ſays, Te know what Com- 
mandmenis we (the Apoſtles) gave you by the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt 3 and, he therefore that deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not 


Man but God, who hath alſo given unto us his Holy Spi. 


rit, 1 Theſ. iv. 2, 8. The Holy Ghoſt dwelt in the 


Apoſtles, 2 Tim. i. 14. And they all ſpake what the 


Spirit taught them to ſpeak; his Dictates they faith- 
fully delivered. Luke tells us expreſly, that he had 
perfect Underſtanding of all Things, , that is, 
from above, from Heaven, Luke 1. 3. Jobn tells us, 


he received his Meſſage from Chriſt, 1 John i. 3, 5. 
Paul exprelly ſays, that he was an Apoſile, not of Men, 
neither by Man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Fa- 
ther, Gal. i. 1. And certifies, that the Goſpel he 
preached, was not after Man; for, ſays he, I neither 
received it of Man, neither was I tanght it, but by the 
Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. i. 11, 12. The Things 


that he writ to the Corinthians he declares, were re- 
vealed to him by the Spirit of God, and were the 


Commandments of the Lord. It is true, the Apoſtle 


Paul ſays, But to the reſt ſpeak I, not the Lord; and 
concerning Virgins, I have no Commandment from the 
Lord, 1 Cor. vii. 12, 25. And alſo he ſays, that 


which I ſpeak, I ſpeak it not after the Lord. Now to 
underſtand this aright, we muſt conſider, 1. That 


Paul owns, that in theſe Things be had the Spirit of 
God; and, that he was not a whit behind the very 


chiefeſt Apoſtles 3 that the Truth of Chriſt was in 


him; and, from the beginning of both theſe Epi- 


F 2 ſtles 


4 — — : 
— wh - 4 — — 
— — = 
— — — — —— 4 Be- 
—” El Tex 3 4. : we * = 
a RN. 2 Won ** * — - 
— 


_ 


tk. * 
1 — 
* Ps 
554, $44 


* 
FN Ay 


TED 
. 


7 * 
5 2 - 


— 
— — 


. in SS 
2 2 9 
he * 
— . 


— 
— 
— 


—_— — 
ws 
8 IF -. * A 
— 145, 2 
. — — 5 
* — L 
Sr — % * — 
—— . — 


n 
ne — <Q 


po, ig 
— 
—_ 
= 
— =: 


ed + 
—— — 


r — SI 8 

— . 

ee ns, — 
_ I * — — 


2 — 


3 
— . 
—— 
2 
= = 
8 


CRT 
3 


— — 
— — ey 


2 r 
— —— "LI 
* PPP iD, pat SERA REES: 
ER ” 


53 — 


— . : * : 
— r ·w¹⁵1A ⁰—=—̃ͤ S 
— - £ Ian 
* — . — . — * 
2 
> 


my __— * 
— — —— _ 
n 1 m— 
=>S _— 
0 9 * : 
1 —— * 
—— - S nn 
=Y > 
af ** - — 
r = — ” 
: — — — 
F — 2 


4 
: — 

re rf ˙ A EY STETS  T 
—« — _ —— <a — —— — » — 


= 
I * 5 
— 
20 _— * 
. 
ar, —— A 


— r 
— 2 N 
„ 
THR 
— — ——— 


"The Holy Scriptures the Mord of God. 

= tis evident, that Haul writ, to the. Church of 
God at Corinth as an Apoſtle of Feſus Cbriſt. 2. His 
ſaying he ſpake, and not the Lord, and that he 
ſpake not after the Lord, probably means, that there 
was no Commandment delivered by the Lord in that 
matter. To the reſt ſpeak I, by immediate Revela- 
tion; and not the Lord by any expreſs Command ber 
fare.givenz as he ſays concerning Virgins, I have 
119 Commandment of 1he Lord; that is, no Precept laid 
down. in holy Writ to Ipeak by, or according to, in 
this Matter; 1 ſpeak immediately from the Lord, as 
one who has the Mind of Chriſt. So that all the New 

Teſtament being ſpoken by Chriſt, and his Spirit in 

the Apoſtles, it is all of it the Word of Chriſt; pure 
. pinke: owing from the! in gate V e 
of God. 

2 The Old Teſtawent i is the very Word of God. 
I need not inſiſt much on the Proof of this, it is ſo 
evident from many Texts both in the Old and New 
Teſtament. God expreſly declared to Mofes 3 I will be 
7510 thy Mouth, and icach thee what thot Shall Jay, Exod. 
iv. 12. And it is certain God ſpake all the Words 
of the flaw, Exod. xx. 1. Some of the laſt Words of 
David, the anointed of the God of Jacob, were, The 
S irit of the Lord ſpate by me, and his Word <as in my 
Aub: 2 Sam. XX111, 1, 2. And commonly the reſt 


the . rophets preface what they have ſaid, with, 


Thus faith the Lord. In the New T eſtament it is ſaid, 
80 The 9s d God of [trael ſpake by the Mecuth of 7 
Holy Prophets, which. have been ſince the Werld began, 
[ Bee Ly: i 68, 70. It was the Spirit of Chriſt Which was 
io them (the Prophets) and t2/lified before-hand the Suf- 
Lo 9s of Chritt, and the Glory that ſhould follow, 1 Pet. 


i 18. The Proj phecy came na! in eld Time by the Will of 


Mai bis Holy UE 6/ Ged ſpate as they were, hs by the 
Hos GHH, 2 1.38. the Apoſtle Paul quotes 


tue Ole * as SE Arc, Gal. iii. 8. Chap, 
IV. 
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iv. 30. And. he expreſly declares, That all Scripture 
is given by the Inſpiration of God, 2 Tim. iii. 16. Christ 
' himſelf quotes the Old Teſtament as Scripture, as what 
was ſpoken by God, Matth. xxii. 29, 31, 32. There- 


fore I conclude, that both the Old and New Teſta- 


ment are the very Word of God. 
And. 11. and laſt, The Holy Spirit of God 4 


Believers, that the holy Scriptures are the very Mord of God, 


and therefore they are ſo. He gives a moſt power- 
ful, over-bearing Teſtimony to this Truth. He 

ſettles and roots it with irreſiſtible Light and Strength 
in the Minds and Hearts of Believers. . It is the Com- 


forter, the Holy Ghoſt, that teaches us all Things, and 


brings all J. K to our Remembrance, whatſoever Chriſt 


bath ſaid unto us, John xiv. 26. The Spirit of Truth 


guides us into all Truth, John xvi. 13. Believers have 
an Unction from the holy One, and they know all Things, 
becauſe be OG them all J. bidet, and is Truth, 
and is no lie, 1 John ii. 20, 27. When the holy 
Scriptures come to us not in Word only, but alſo 
in Power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, then we know and 


feel that they are the Word of God indeed. Other Ar- 


guments may ſilence Gainſayers, and effectually non- 


plus them, that they cannot deny the Scriptures to 


be from God z but it is only the Spirit of God that 
can thoroughly work a ſteady Belief of them. Other 


Arguments may convince, but *tis by the Power of 


God's Spirit ony that we are converted, and wrought 
upon to give a ſpecial ſpiriiual Aſſent and Conſent to 
this Truth, that the Scriptures are of Divine Inſpi- 


ration. Other Arguments may ſolve our Doubts in 


2 great meaſure, but the Spirit only works in us a 
thorough ſaving Acquieſcence. Other Arguments 
may draw out our Aſſent to, and an high Eſteem ot, 


t he holy Scriptures z but it is from an inward Work 


of the Spirit of God upon our Souls, that we are fell y 


e and aſſured of the Divine Authority of 
chem. 


1 28 


. 


1 
itt 
1 
* 
„ 
* 
1 
M$ 
N 
. 
7 | 
bo, | 
f ſ 
NEL 
\ 7 
F 1 
"7 
Wt 
"1 
1 
"i 
£ * 
8 
* 
34 


7 


— — 
= 4 > 4 - 4 — 3 7 2 
FTF 
mY; = * Th — 3 1 4 
— 2 ED 
— iis rat gre eg 


TN nn AenEn gn kN 
= te rad Lot 3 


£-pa 
ages, PINES . 
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them; Though God may be ſeen ſpeaking in the 
holy Scriptures, ! yet he is not thereupon always felt 
ſpeaking to the Heart. The Majeſty of God in the 

Scriptures may make the Wicked tremble, and ery 


out, God is here; but tis only the Spirit of God that 


begets in the Soul a Plerophory, or ful Aſſurance of 


this Truth; he only drives away all Doubts and Fears, 


and Wavering; and fills the Mind and Heart with 
an indubitable Certainty. And this he does, by irra- 
diating and abilitating our Minds to diſcern ſpiritual- 
ly the divine Characters that God has impreſs'd upon 
the Scriptures; or, by giving ſuch Force and Effi- 
cacy to Scripture Truths, that we feel them breaking 
in upon our Minds and Hearts with ſuch an all-con- 
quering Power, that they prove themſelves to be the 
mighty Power and Word of God. O that God, by 
his Holy Spirit, would work a ſaving Faith in every 
one of us, and by his Spirit, working in and by 
that Faith, fully aſſure us all, that the holy Scriptures 
are the very Word of God! I have chiefly infifted 
upon the internal Arguments, being fully perſwaded 
they are the beſt Grounds of our believing the Scrip- 
tures to be the Word of God. I ſhall conclude with 
what a judicious Author ſays, * Tz» principal Grounds 
of our receiving the Bible for the Word of God, are its in- 
ternal Motives, or Arguments impreſs'd upon it; nor is 
tbe Manner of its Conveyance from Age to Age of fo great 
Import in this Matter as ſome do imagine. For ſhould we 
bave light on it by chance, or had it dropt out of the Clouds, 
vet while it carries theſe Signatures upon it which it doth, 
we might by the meer Exerciſe of our rational Faculties, 
without the Teſtimonials of any Man or Church, have con- 
c/uded that it could have proceeded from none but God. | 


* Mr, Ferguſon's Intereſt of Reaſon in Religion, Page 125. 
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Hans Ls 1, 2 


Gel, 5 at þ undry Times, and in abide 
Manners, ſpake in Time paſt unto the 
F theſe 


Oe Days, polen unto us by his Sm - — 


H E Obſervation fram theſe Words i is 
this; That the Holy Scriptures of the 
bol and New 7. tamen. are the very 

We Yord of God. I have given you ſome 


of the greateſt Importance, and, as you believe or 
_ diſbelieve ir, ſo you will embrace, and cloſe in with, 
or ſlight and reject the Holy Scriptures z and fo alſo 

ou will honour and pleaſe, or diſhonour and pro- 


voke God, the Author of them, May our good 


God, in che Riches. of his Mercy, confirm and — 


bliſh our Hearts in this great Truth, _ the NO 
56 2 | . 


Aha are his Word! 
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4 70 Hoh e | LE | C 
Tp n the Application Ts ns 10 that 
the Holy Seriptures are the Mes Word. of God; 
eb Pt 
. To be fare TROY ts nothing. in them e 77 
Cad; nothing i in them, iti the leaſt, diſhonourable 
to an Author of infinite Perfection: There i is not a 
ſingle Sentence, Expreſſion, or Word, in them all, 
but what well becomes the Glory and Honour of, an 
infinitely great, wiſe, holy, Ju, ahd good God: 
God's Word is, in every Thing, becoming God 
himſelf. This we cannot poſſibly doubt of, but we 
muſt think very unworthily of God; ſo that, if we 
believe the Scriptures to be God's Word, as indeed 
they are, we muſt, at the ſame Time, believe, 
that every Thing in them is decent, holy, poſſi- 
ble, true, and delivered for wiſe and good Ends. 
There neither is, nor poſſibly can be, an indecent 
or unboly Word in the Holy Scriptures; nothing 
obſcene, as baſe Minds would repieſent; but thoſe 


very Things, which, to wanton'Perſons, ſeem im- 
modeſt, are expreſs'd i in Words of the greareſt-Mo- 


deſty. What vile Wretches muſt thoſe be that dare 
atcriblite Indecency to that holy Command of the 
great God! Y fhall circumciſe theFleſh of your Fore fling, 
Gen. xvii. 11. That which God made a Token 

the holy Covenant, between himſelf and his Peo 55 
thoſe Perſons look on as an unholy Thing; with ſuch 
mmpure Minds do ſome Men ſearch the pure Word of 


God. The Tokens of Virginity, and the Law” of 


Jealouſies, had theſe two great Ends in them, no 

way unbeſeeming the great Judge of all, to wit, 
ſevere Puniſnment of the Guilty, and a publick Vin- 
dication of the Innocent. Same charge the Serip- 
cures with containing Things that are lard and in 


polſible; ſuch as, that the Fan ſhould an ell; that 


Jonah bold ve i in-the Belly of a Fifo three Days and 
three Nights ; that an Aſs ould peak; that a Virgin 
Should 


=y 


De Holy Scriptures the Word of God. Ar 
ſobtuld conceive, and bring forth a $91 : but ſurely none 
of theſe Things are, or can be, impoſſible with God, 
with whom all Things are poſſible. It is certain, none 
but God can bring ſuch Things to paſs 3 and, it is 
certain, he can: Almighty Power can molt eaſily 
effect them. He that made the World can put 4 
Stop to the whole Frame of Nature, by a Word of 
his Mouth, and make thie Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
ſtand ſtill, where, when, and how long he pleaſes: : 
It is as eaſy for God to preſerve a Man's Life in 4 
Fiſh's Belly, as out of it: He that doth whatever he 
will in Heaven, Earth, and Sea, can open the Mouth 
of an Aſs when he will : To fay, that a Virgin, 
who never knew Man, cannot conceive, and bring 
forth a Son, by the Power of the Higheſt, is not 
only an expreſs Contradiction of the Angel Gabriel 
ſent from God, and an Overthrow of the Chriſtian 
Religion, but is Atheiſtical. ' 
Though ſomę would charge the Holy Scriptures 
with Contradif7ton, yet it is certain the Charge is 
roundleſs ; there is no Contradiction in them at all: 
here there ſeems to be any Thing of that Nature, 
it is often, upon a very eaſy heedful Turn of Thought, 
reconciled ; and always, upon a more deliberate 
Conſideration, perfectly agreed. It is impoſſible 
that God ſhould lye, and therefore impoſſible he 
ſhould contradi& himſelf, What, Truth it ſelf de- 
ceive ! It cannot. What, a Contradiction in God's 
Word! It is Wickedneſs and Blaſphemy to entertain 
ſuch a Thought. Should we not a thouſand Times 
rather confeſs our Ignorance and Inſufficiency, than 
aſcribe Contradiction to infallible Truth? When the : 
Scripture ſays, in one Place, God repents not, and, 
in another, he does repent; the former relates to his 
unalterable Decree, or Counſel ; the latter to his provi- 
dential Tranſactions, which are variable, though he 


ſtill acts according to his immutable Purpoſe. 
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One Place ſays, that Jebojachin was eight Years old 
when he began to reign, that is, he then began 
to reign together with his Father; another Place tells 


us, he was eighteen Years old when he began to 
reign, that is, he was ſo old when he began to reign 
alone, his Father being dead. Maithew ſays, that 


Jacob begat Joſeph, and ſo he did; Jacob was Foſeph's 


natural Father: Lule ſays, that Joſeph was the Son 
of Heli, and ſo he was, to wit, his Son-in-Law, ha- 
ving eſpouſed Mary, the natural Daughter of Heli. 


If I bear Witneſs of my ſelf, ſays Chriſt, my Witneſs is 


not true, that is, it would not be valid in the Jes 
Opinion; though, ſays he, I bear Record of my ſelf, 
yet my Record is true, that is, was authentick, becauſe 
he was the one true God. But the learned Spanbeim ® 


gives full Satisfaction to the moſt difficult Points in 


this Caſe. „ 5 

And as there is no real Contradiction in all God's 
Word, ſo there is not the leaſt Corruption in it all; 
it is, and ſhall be, kept pure and uncorrupt to the 
End of the World. Moſes tells us, That ſecret Things 
belong unto the Lord our God ; but thoſe Things which are 
revealed belong unto us and to our Children for ever, that 
We may do all the Words of this Law, Deut. xxix. 29. 
So that as long as it is Man's Duty to do all the 
Words of God's Law, which muſt needs be as long 
as there is a Man in the World, ſo long muſt re- 
vealed Things be continued to us and our Poſterity. 
Our bleſſed Lord Feſus himſelf expreſly tells us, that 
till Heaven and Earth paſs, one Jot, or one Tittle, ſhall 
in no wife paſs from the Law, till all be fulfilled, Matt. 


v. 18. Hence *tis plain, the Law of God is as firm 


and as- permanent as Heaven or Earth, yea, and 
more ſo; ſo that it is a moſt vain, as well as a moſt 
wicked Thing, for Men to endeavour to raſe out 


Dub. Evang. 
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Word to be corrupted. What! will he, who will 
not ſuffer one Hair of our Head to periſh, ſuffer 
the Foundation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Feſus 
Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner Stone, to be 
overthrown ? Surely he will not. Will he, who 
takes Care to feed the Fowls of the Air, not take 
Care to preſerve unto his People their ſpiritual 
Food, the Word of Life? Certainly he will. Do 
Men take ſpecial. Care of their laſt Will and Teſta- 
ment, that not one Word be added, or taken away? 
And will God ſuffer his laſt Will and Teſtament ro 
be corrupted, to be added to, or taken from? This 
cannot be. To ſay that God will ſuffer his Word 
to be corrupted, is as much as to ſay, that he is 
willing to loſe his Word, and that it come to no- 
thing; which none but an Atheiſt will ſay. To ſay 
that it is corrupted only in ſmaller Matters, is to 
bring the greateſt Truths in it into Queſtion ; for, 
if it may be corrupted in ſmall Matters, why not in 
greater? Why not in Fundamentals? Why may one 
| G 2 Title 


F 
1 1 


44 The Holy Seriptures the Word of God. 
Tittle of God's Word be laſt ? The ſmalleſt Matter 
in it (if any Thing there may be called fo) were de- 
livered upon a Deſign becoming the infinitely 
great and wiſe God, and therefore not to be cor: 
rupted. This and the other baſe wicked Fellow 
may” endeavour to corrupt God's Word, and may 
ſtrike ſome Sentences or Verſes out of his Bible: Bur 
God's beloved People ſhall have an uycorrupted Bible 
while the World, endures. . Glaſſius * aſſerts and 
1 proves, that there is 10 Corruption in the Words or 
Ws Points eitber; and allo that the Greek Text of the 
. New Teſtament, is free from Corruption. Dr. Owen F 
1 affirms, That the whole Word of God, in every Letter 
5 and Tittle, as given from him by Inſpiration, is pre- 


1 ö 5 ſerved without Corruption. So that it is ſo far from 
| oY any one Book of God's Word being loſt, that there 
1 is not one Word or Leiter loſt of it all, or ever 
„ ſhall be. | _— 
1 | 2. Are the Holy Scriptures the Word of God? 


F 1 . . 

„ then they are id believed by us purely for their ozyn, 
1 internal Light, Worth, and Excellency. They bear | 
1 their own bright and convincing Evidence in them- 


1 ſelves; they themſelves fully demonſtrate what they 
00 are. By their own divine Authority they bind the 
kt ot Conſciences of all Men to receive and obey them z 
„ their own innate Beauty and Goodneſs is the moſt 
; endearing and powerful Argument for our receiving 
them, as the Word of God: The Holy Scriptures 
depend upon no Man, nor any Society of Men what- 
ever, for there Authority : All Creatures in Heaven 
and Earth cannot give a valid Authority to the ſtand- 
ing Rule of our Faith and Manners, ; no, God only 


* Philclegia Sacra, de Textus Hebræi, in V. T. S Greci in NT. 
puritate, Pag. 13, 14, Oc. Pag. 173, Ofc. . 
1 Of the divine Original of the Scripture, Pag. 14 
3 „„ 0p 
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Wl. The Holy Scriptures the Ward of God. 4g 
muſt do that; and God's Authority, to wit, Thus ſaith 
"IN the Lord, is the Authority ſtampt upon the _ 
"0 Authority, and conſequently muſt needs be the 
N moſt convincing Word that ever was, or can be 
ſpoken. If Men will not believe the Scriptures to 
be God's Word, when God himſelf ſays ſo, tis not 
likely they ſhould believe it, when only Man ſays 
ſo: They that will not hear Moſes and the Prophets, 
Lveitber will they be perfwaded, though one roſe from the 
Dead, Luke xvi, 31. It is abſurd and blaſphemous 
to aſſert that the Authority of God's Word de 
ö on the Teſtimony of Man, or that the Scriptures 
ö a⁊re of no Credit without Man's Approbation and De- 
termination; for this is to ſet Man above God; the 
| Church, the Body, above Chriſt, the Head of the 
; Church; and to make the Teſtimony of Creatures 
| more firm and perſwaſive than the Teſtimony of 
our great Creator. If the greateſt Light, even a ſelf- 


Scriptures, and therefore they have the highe 
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euidencing Light, be in the Scriptures, as certainly it 
q zs, then it is unreaſonable to ſend us to any otherLighr, 


11 whereby to ſee the divine Authority of them; for 
WS | this is to take us from a greater to a leſſer Light, 
; that we may ſee the better. It is not more filly to 
light a Candle at Noon-Day, to ſee whether it is the 
| Sun that ſhines, than it is to ſeek for a Light from 
the Creatures to ſhew us the Authority of God's 
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Word; ſeeing that God's own Majeſty is illuſtrious 
4 there, the Sun of Glory ſhines there, and the Spirit 
N | of; infallible Truth ſpeaks there; and all other Lights 
0 are not ſo much to the Glory of God ſhining in his 
. | Word, as a Candle is to the Sun. Having God's 


Teftimony iz and 10 the Holy Scriptures, we need 
not ſtay for the Witneſs of Men, becauſe the Wit- 
neſs of God is infinitely greater: That Writing, 
which is filled with infallible Truth, as the Holy 
Scriptures are, muſt needs be more convincing and 
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cauſe they are received, accepted of, and recom- 
mended to us as ſuch by Men, but becauſe the Scrip- 
tures hemſelves contain and preſcribe a Canon or 


Rule to us of all Faith and Practice from God him- 


But is not the Teſtimony of a Thouſand, or more, 
of thoſe very learned and godly Men, that lived 


in or near the Time when the New Teſtament was 
written, he beſt Teſtimony we can have for its divine 
Authority? I anſwer, no, It is not the beſt Teſti- 


mony; 1. Becauſe it is but an human and fallble 


Teſtimony; but the Teſtimony the Scripture bears 


to it ſelf, or that God in his Word bears to his 
Word, is a divine and infallible Teſtimony. The 
Voice of ten thouſand Men is as nothing to the 
Voice of God: Thus ſaith the Lord, is infinitely above 
all, that all Men upon Earth can ſay. The beſt of 
Men can give but an human Teſtimony to the Word 
of God, and that 'is a Teftimony quite below the 
divine Authority of the Holy Scriptures, and there- 


fore it cannot prove that: An human Teſtimon 


can produce nothing but an human Faith, which is, 
in Nature or Kind, diſtinct from that Faith, where- 
with God commands us to belteve his Word ; but 
the Faith by which we can certainly believe the Ho- 
ly Scriptures to be the very Word of God, is that 


Grace of Faith which is God's ſpecial Gift to, and 


Work in, his own People. 2. Thoſe good Men, 
or even the Church of God herſelf, muſt prove their 
Teſtimony, both as to the T7uth and Goodneſs of it, 
{rom the Holy Scriptures: They muſt 10 the Law, 
and 7o the Teſtimony, if they would be believed; their 
very "Teſtimony muſt be according to this Word, 
or elſe it is becauſe they have no light in them, 

| | Jai. 


46 The Holy Scriptures the Word of God. 
perſwaſive, than thoſe Writings which are fallible, 
as all the Writings of the beft Men are. We do 
not receive the Holy Scriptures as canonical, be- 


— 2 
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Jai. viii. 20. And therefore the Scripture Teſti- 


mony is the firſt, the higheſt, and the beſt Telti- 
mony of all other, becauſe it is that Teſtimony by 
which every other Teſtimony muſt be tried. Scrip- 
ture is the Standard of all Trutb,.and conſequently of 
this Truth, that the Holy Scriptures are the Word of 
God: That muſt needs ſpeak alone for it ſelf which muſt 
try the ſpeaking of all. The Churches of Chriſt may, 
yea, mult, hold up, and hold out, the Light of the 
Goſpel, but they can add no divine Ray to its na- 
tive Glory. It is not the Agreement of the Learned, 
not the Conſent of Fathers, nor the Determination of 


Councils; but the Scripture it Jef, or God bimſelf 


ſpeaking in it, that is the Ground of our Faith. 
* Tbere is no Demonſtration more ſure than the Principle 
of Faith; God has declared ſo, therefore lis true: *Tis 


injurious to his Honour to require any other Proof of his 


Word, than his Word. Þ That God, who is Prima 
Veritas, the firſt and ſovereign Truth, infinitely ſeparated 
and diſtinguiſhed from all Creatures, on all Acccounts 
whatever, ſhould write a Book, or, at leaſt, immediate- 
ly indite it, commanding us to receive 14 as: his, under 
the Penalty of his eternal Diſpleaſure, aud yet that Book 
not make a ſufficient Diſcovery of it ſelf to be his, to be 
from him, is. paſt all Belief. || The Authority of the 
Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed and 
obeyed, dependeth not upon the Teſtimony of any Man, 
or Church, but wholly upon God (who is Truth it ſelf ) 
the Author thereof and therefore it is io be received be- 
cauſe it is the Word of God. Aſſure yourſelves, you 
will never receive the Holy Scriptures with that 
Love and Delight you ſhould, nor believe them as 


| * Dr. Owen s Works, Pag. 83. former Edition. 
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you ought, nor obey them, as you are comtnahd- 


A ed, unleſs you receive, believe, and obey them, as 
it : God HE A 
18 3. Are the Holy Scriptures the Word of God? 
| Mir | well then may there be many Things in them, by us 
+ (0M incomprehenſible; yet this muſt not hinder our ſteady 
„ Belief of them. We cannot ſuppoſe but, in God's 
1 Word, God would ſpeak many Things of himſelf; 
iſ and this was abſolutely neceſſary, if he would ſpeak 
Wn any Thirg concerning his own Honour, or Man's 
1 eternal Salvation by Chriſt Jeſus: And what can God 
1 ſay of himſelf, as he is the great God, but it muſt 
0 14 . be above our Comprehenſion? Texts of Scripture, 
WL that hold out the Attributes of God, are as much 
_ above our Capacity, as thoſe that ſpeak of his Per- 
1 ſonalities. We know no more how God is eternal, or 
1 how he is every where preſent at once, than we know 
. "+ how the one God is three Perſons; and therefore 
1 a4 they who will not allow of three Perſons in the one 
1 Godhead, becauſe they cannot comprehend how 
1 that ſnould be, muſt, for the very ſame Reaſon, 
1 deny that there is any God at all, or any Being that 
1 is eternal, and infinite; for he can comprehend the 


one no more than the other. The Works of God 
are unſearchable, and paſt finding out; and muſt 
we therefore deny that they are ſpoken of in God's 
Word? The Lord ſpeaks much of a World in the 
Bible; and does any Man fully know and compre- 
hend every Thing in the World? Who knows what 
an Angel or a Soul of Man is? And, becauſe we can- 
not tell exactly what they are, muſt we deny that 
they are? We know not what Light is, muſt we 
therefore deny that the Sun ſhines? We know not 
what Motion is, and ſhall we deny therefore that 
we ever move ? Nay, what one Thing is there that 
any Man can give a full and perfe& Account of, even 
from the Sun in the Heavens to a Spire of Graſs up- 


on Earth ? | And 


_ 
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And Teeihg that even fnite material Things are 
unſearchable by us, well may 7nfinite and ſpiritual 
Things be fo; well may God ſpeak above our 
_ Comprehenſion, when he ſpeaks of God manifeſt in 
the Flefh, of Reconciliation by the Death of bis Son, of 
our being begotten of bis, own Will with the Ward 6 
Truth, of out receiving Grace for Grace from Chriſt's 
Fulneſs, and of other great Things belonging to the 
fpiritual and eternal World: When there are ſo many 
Myfteries in Nature, why may not God ſpeak My. 
ſteries in his Goſpel * And if Reaſon is perfectly non- 
pluſt in every Particle of Earth, and Spire of Graſs, 
ow Comes it to complain of facred Myſteries ? 
O, what an unreaſonable Thing is proud unſanified 
Reaſon ! The Maxims of Philoſophy are overthrown 
in the Creation; much more may they be ſo in our 
eternal Redemption by Chriſt; What then is the Rea- 
ſon, that Reaſon ſhould riſe up and vent its Anger 
againſt Goſpel Myſteries, and, at the fame Time, lie 
mute, and ſhew no Reſentment at all againſt Myſte- 
ries in Nature? What but becauſe Reaſon would 
have no Chriſtianity in its Religion ? And chuſe what 
Proud Reaſon ſays againſt Goſpel Myſteries, yet we 
are ſure there ate ſuch, becauſe God himſelf has told 
us ſo : He has expreſly ſaid, And without Controverſy, 
great is the Myſtery of Godlineſt; God was manifeſt in 
the Pleſh. He tells us allo of the Myſteries of God, 
of the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, the Myſtery | 
of Chriſt, and of the Goſpel ; and therefore to deny 
that there are Myſteries in the Goſpel, or to affirm 
that Chriſtianity is not myſterious, is to give God 
the Lye; it is to riſe up in direct Contradiction to 
what God himſelf has ſaid : But what ſhall we ſay ? 
Unto you it is given to know the Myſtery of the Kingdom 
of God; but unto them that are without all theſe Things 
are done in Parables, Mark iv. 11. 
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30 The Holy Scriptures the Word of God. 

O then let us cry and pray to God moſt ear- 
neſtly, to enable us to know and believe ſexingly 
what we cannot comprehend fully ! Let us exerciſe 

- Faith in Things that are above Reaſon. To believe 
nothing but what our own Reaſon can comprehend, 
is to believe nothing at all of Goſpel Myſteries ; it is 
to ſer up our ſelves above God, and to believe our 
own Reafon, rather than the only wiſe God. Reaſon 
is an Inſtrument in making Inferences and Conclu- 
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becauſe God has deliver'd it in the Holy Scriptures. 
The beſt Thing that Reaſon can do for us, in this 
Caſe, is, to affure us, that it is the moſt unreaſona- 
ble Thing in the World not to believe that to be true 
that God has ſpoken, though we cannot at all com- 
rehend it. Our not comprehending the great 
Truths of the Goſpel, muſt be no Bar at all to our 
believing them: God has ſpoken ibem; he has deli- 
ver'd them in the Holy Scriptures, therefore we muſt 
believe them. O that God, in rich Mercy, would 
give us and encreaſe in us that noble Grace of Faith, 
whereby we may ſtedfaſtly believe the glorious My- 
ſteries of the Goſpel ! 
4. Are the Scriptures the Word of God? then 
they muſt be preached on, opened, and expounded to the 
People. This is what Chriſt did; Beginning at Moſes, 
and all the Prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
Scriptures the Things concerning himſelf, Luke xxiv. 27. 
He was anointed to preach the Goſpel to the Poor, 
Deliverance to the Captives, and the acceptable Year 
| of 


RI 14 ſions, but not the Ground of our DEI the Truths 
1 infer'd: Reaſon cannot make a Concluſion 7o be the 
| el Word of God; no, it can only help us to diſcern that 
{34% it is ſo: Reaſon can perceive the Regularity of a 
1 Concluſion, when it cannot comprehend all that is in 
5 the Concluſion; and therefore we do not believe ſuch or 
4a ſuch a Concluſion to be an Article of Faith, becauſe 
. Reaſon has truly deduced it from its Premiſes, but 
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The Holy Scriptures the Word of God. 51 
of the Lord: He preached both the Law and the 
Goſpel. The Apoſtle Paul declared, that a Ne- 
celſity was laid upon him; yea, ſays he, Wo is unto 
me, if 1 preach not the Goſpel, 1 Cor. ix. 16, Andare 
ordinary Minifters exempt from this Neceflity ? 
Surely no. Have they no Fear of this terrible Vo, 
if they neglect to preach the Goſpel? Certainly they 
muſt, if they have any Fear of God before their Eyes. 
Let all the Miniſters of Chriſt then preach the Ward, 

and be inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon z and now 

eſpecially, when Men will not endure ſound Doctrine, 
but, after their own Luſts, heap to themſelves Teachers, 
having itching Ears; now, when Men turn away their 
Ears from the Truth, and are turned unto Fables, What 
can we preach on? or what will our Preaching ſig- 
nify, 1 it be not grounded on God's Word? Mini- 
ſters muſt not ſnun to declare all the Counſel of God, 
and there they have Work enough. God muſt be 
preached on in his infinite Nature and perſonal Pro- 
perties. God the Father muſt be preached on, as 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the firſt 
Perſon in the ſacred Trinity, as a Being of infinite 
Goodneſs, Mercy, and Love, who ſent his dear and 
only begotten Son into the World, that whoſoever belie- 
- veth in him ſhould not periſh, but haveeverlaſting Life. 
Chriſt muſt be preached on, as the ſecond Perſon in 
the ſacred Trinity, as God-man in one Perſon, and 
as the only Saviour of Sinners. The Holy Spirit of 
God muſt be preached on, as the third Perſon in the 
Holy Trinity, as the Renewer and Sanctifier of 
Souls, and as the Comforter and Guide of the Saints. 
But, alas! Proud Man is grown ſo much in Love 
with his own Spirit, and depends ſo much upon his 
natural and acquired Abilities, that God's bleſſed 
Spirit is wofully neglected, though he is the great 
Author of the new Birth. The Decrees of God, ar 
his eternal Purpoſe, muſt 00: OY though 9 
ET, | 2 o 
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of Wrath fitted to Deſtruction is an awful Theme, b 
yet Veſſels of Mercy, afore prepared unto Glory, is 
a moſt ſweet Subject: Exeropy Election is inexpreſſi- 
bly endearing. 5 

The Fall of Man into Sin in and by Adam, and 
his Riſe again unto Holineſs and eternal Salvation, 
in and by. Chriſt, muſt be preached on; for if we 
ſee not our Sin and Miſery by Nature, we ſhall not 
cry out for Mercy and Grace; if our Malady be not 
ſhown us, we ſhall not ſeek out for a Remedy; if 
our Wounds and Bruiſes, and putrify ing * be 
not laid open before us in the Miniſtry of God's 
Word, Balm out of Gilead, or the precious Blood 
of Cbriſt, will be little ſet by, little look'd after. 
If Miniſters would not be guilty of the Death of 
Souls, they muſt preach that Original Sin is the 
Fountain from whence all actual T ranſgreſſions flow. 

The Law and the Goſpel muſt be diſtinctly handled 
and opened to the Hearers : The Law, as a School- 
maſter, ro drive us to Cbriſt; the Goſpel, as a Do- 
ctrine of Grace, that freely offers Chriſt and eternal 
Salvation in him to returning Sinners: The Law muſt 
be preached on as a Kule of Life, as what muſt be 
obey*d, or we ſhall be accurſed; the Goſpel, as what 
holds out to us Strength and Ability to obey the Lare. 
The great Article, in the Apoſtle's Commiſſion, was 
preaching the Goſpel, Go ye into all the World, ana 
preach the Goſpel io every Creature, Mark xvi. 15. 
Why then do Miniſters negle& to declare the 
ſweeteſt, as well as the orcateſt Part of their Com- 


' miſſion? Why is the everlaſting Goſpel of Chriſt hid 


from Hearers? There is woful preaching where the 
glad Tidings of the Geſfel are not preached. No 
glad Tidings are ever heard where the Goſpel is not 
heard : Miniſters bring no good News while they 
bring no Goſpel News. O that God, in , 


would revive Gel Preachng ! | | 
| on \ | Grace 
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Grace muſt be preach'd on, How often was this 
in the Apoſtle Paul's Mouth and Miniſtry ? Grace in 
Cod, that is, the Love and Favour which is in God, 
muſt be held out as the rich Fountain from whence all 
the Good that God does for us, or works in us, con- 
tinually flows: All the Bleſſings we ſhall receive in 
Time, or be Partakers of to all Eternity, riſe from 
this everlaſting Spring. The Grace that is in God is 
that Grace by which we are ſaved. Imputation of 
our Sins to Chriſt; full Satisfaction to the Juſtice of 
God for all our Sins by the Death of Chriſt ; the Im- 
putation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs unto us; are rich 
and noble Doctrines, the very Sweet and Marrow of 
all the Goſpe/z and we ſhall never have a good 
World, a believing, obedient World, till theſe 
Truths are preach'd up again, with greater Life and 
Zeal. The Gift of Grace, that is, the Grace or Gra- 
ces which God freely beſtows on us in and by Chriſt, 
muſt be preach'd on: Faith, Repentance, Love, Hope, 
Fear, and every other Grace, muſt be explain'd to 
us, and urged upon us, that we may live daily in a 
lively Exerciſe thereof. FE. 
Error and Sin muſt, in the Miniſtry of God's 
Word, be ſhown to us, in their black and diſmal Co- 
lours, that we may flee from them as from Hell it 
ſelf. Death and Judgment muſt be often preach'd on; 
and ſo muſt Heaven and Hell, that we may be awa- 
ken'd to do all we can, to eſcape Hell and win 
Heaven. . e 5 
But there is one Thing I would ſpeak a little more 
fully to here: The Times we live in call upon us to 
know what it is to preach Chriſt, leſt ſome, as they 
would really do, make us believe, that preaching 
Chriſt is what indeed it is not. Well then, bat is it 
to preach Chriſt ? 1 anſwer, to preach Chriſt direfly 
and properly, is, to preach of his Perſon, Natures, 
Qualifications, and Offices. It is to declare who 
„ N Chriſt 
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Chriſt or the Maſſiab is; that he is God-Man in one 
Perſon 3 the great Febovab, who is abſolutely eter- _ 
nal, and infinite in all Perfections, the ſame God the 
Father and Spirit is. To preach Chriſt is to tell you, 
Chriſtians, from God's Word, that your Chriſt and 
Saviour is your God; that he is ever graciouſly pre- 
ſent with you all, at all Times, and in all Places; 
that he knows all your Wants and Grievances, and 
can and will ſupply and redreſs them all, all Fulneſs 
dwelling in him ; that he is the Almighty, and can do 
what he will for you, and when he will. Opening 
the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, is preaching 

_ Chriſt ; and ſo is it, to publiſh that he is the only 
Mediator between God and Men; our merciful and 
faithful High-Prieſt, that has made Atonement, and 
full Satisfaction to God for the Sins of Men; that 
great Prophet, who only can ſavingly teach you all 
Things; that glorious King, who is moſt ready to 
pardon, and ſave returning Sinners, and whoſe Go- 
vernment is moſt wiſe, merciful, and gracious. To 
preach Chriſt, is to preach Chriſt crucified, Chriſt ſuf- 
fering, bleeding, and dying upon the Croſs for Sin- 
ners; as rifen again for our Juſtification, making 
continual Interceſſion for us, and as one that is gone 
to Heaven to prepare bleſſed Manſions of Glory for 
all his faithful Followers. This is to preach Chriſt; 
and it ſeems plain to me, that this is the Preaching 
that is meant by this Phraſe, Preaching Chriſt, where- 
ever we meet with it in the Scriptures. So it means, 
Acts v. 42. as is plain from ver. 30, 31, and 40. And 
jo it does, Acis viii. 5. as is evident from the 32d and 
33d Verſes of that Chapter. And Ads ix. 20. is expreſs 
to the purpoſe. 1 Cor. 1. 23. but we preach Chriſt _. 
crucified, certainly belongs to Chriſt himſelf; for it 
was Chriſt himſelf! in his human Nature, that was 
crucified, and not his Doctrine: And fo does 2 Cor. 


- 


iN i. 19. for there the Apoſtle tells us, he preach'd 
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among them, the Son of God Jeſus Chriſt. 2 Cor. iv. 3. 


is full to this Senſe; the Words are, But we preach Chriſt 


Jeſus the Lord: As if he had ſaid, we preach up 


_ Chriſt as the Mſſiab, or the Anointed of the Father, 


as the only Saviour of Sinners, and as he is the Lord 
of all. The Verſe foregoing aſſures us, the Apoſtle 
declar'd: Chriſt to be the Image of God; and in the 
Verſe following he [ſpeaks of the Face or Perſon of 
Feſus Chriſt, So that in the Senſe of the Scripture, 

reaching Chriſt is preaching on the perſonal and re- 
ative Glories of Chriſt. We preach Chriſt, when we 


declare him to be the Author of the Law and Goſpel, 


and all our Graces and Obedience; but when we preach 


on the Law, Goſpel, Grace, or good Works, ab- 
ſtractedly conſidered, and without any Reference to 
Chriſt, we preach not Chriſt at all. O that God 


would awaken Miniſters to preach Chriſty and teach 
them how to preach him ! O that out of Love to 
precious Souls, he would pleafe to revive preaching 
an Chriſt ! and powerfully influence the Heads and 
Hearts of Miniſters, that we may not dare to preach 


our ſelves, but with utmoſt Skill, Delight, and 


Zeal, preach Chriſt Feſus the Lord! _ 

. Are the Holy Scriptures the Word of God? 
then read, and hear, and ſearch them daily and diligent- 
ly, that you may get, and grow in a-ſaving Knowledge of 
the great Truths delivered in them. Every Thing that 
is truly delightful and profitable to read, is to be 
found and read in the Bible. Would you read Hiſto- 
ry? Well, in the Bible there is the moſt noble 
and excellent Hiſtory ; an admirable Account of 
Kings, Prieſts, Prophets, and Apoſtles: There we 


have the moſt wonderful Hiſtory of King Feſus ; an 


Hiſtory of ſuch a King as the World never heard of 


before; he was a Child, and he was alſo the mighty 
God: He was born in Time, and yet he was infi- 


nitely Glorious before all Time; he was a Babe 
wrap- 
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56 The Holy Scriptures #he Word of Gt. 
wrapped up in ſwadling Clothes, and laid in a Man- 
ger, and yet the Hraven of Heavens could not con- 
tain him ; he was, and is, and ever will be, a Nang 
of infinite Perfection; he conquer'd Earth and 
by dying; his Birth, Life, and Death; His glor ĩous 


Fhrone, vaſt Dominions, holy Laws, and noble 
Subjects, are all elegantly deſefib'd in holy Writ. 


A Multitude of the heavenly: Hoſt ſung Praiſe to 
God at the Birth of King Jeſus; and all the World 
was put into Mourning when he died. {© © * 
Would you read ſomewhat- about remarkable Pro- 
vidences? Then read the Bible, for there you will 
find the moſt wonderful Providences that ever were 
heard of; there you may read of the Power, Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Goodneſs, and Speed of a Divine Providence; 
O what wonderful Power and Goodneſs wy aac 
® :oben the Iſraelites walked upon dry- land in the midff 
of the Sea, and the Waters were u Wall unto thent on their 
rieht Hand, and on their len:; und thits the Lord ſaved 
Iſrael : But all the Hoft of Pharaoh that came into the 
Sea after them, were overthrown, and covered 1 th Mu- 
ters, ſo that there remained not ſo much as one of thei! 
+ When the Widow of Zarephath and her Son were 
going to dreſs and eat their laſt Morſel and die; juſt 
then ſteps in the kind Providence of the Lord, and 
gives a new Spring to her juſt empty Barrel; and 
the Barrel of Meal waſted not, neither did the Cruſe of 
Oil fail, until the Day the Lord ſent Rain upon the Earth, 
The 9uickneſs, as well as the Wiſdom, and Mercy of 
Providence; was very evident in Mordecai's Caſe ! 
Zereſh, Haman's Wife, did fo beſtir her felf in het 
wicked Deſign, as if ſhe would have been 700 quick for 
Divine Providence it ſelf : Says ſhe, I Let a Gallows 
be made of fifty Cubits high, and to Morrow ſþeak thou + 

* Exod. xiv. 28, 29, 30. + 1 Kings xvii. 12, 14. | ; 
I Eſther, Chapters v. and vi. 9 . | : 


unto 
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uni the King, that Mordecai may be hanged thereon 4 
to Morrow, ſaid ſhe z ay, but for all her haſte, ſhe 
was too late; for that Night the good Providence of 
the Lord would not ſuffer King Abaſuerus to fleep; 
but put it into his Heart to have ſomewhat of the 
Book of Records of the Chronicles read unto him; 
and fo order'd, that the very Page and Lines were 
read, wherein it was found written, that Mordecai 
| had told of Bigthana and Tergſb, two of the King's 
Ghamberlains, the Keepers of the Door, who ſought 
to lay Hands on the King Abaſuerus ; and hereupon 
was Mordecai honour'd and dignify'd, and Haman, 
for his wicked Deſign againft Mordecai and the Fews, 
was hanged on the ſame Gallows he had prepared for 

Do you like to read News ? Well, then read the 
Bible, for there is the beſt News that ever was heard: 
News that Jeſus Chriſt came into the World to fave 
the worſt, the chice of Sinners; that he gave bis Life 
a Ranſom for; or in the ſtead of many. O] what a 
ſweet Piece of News is that, That Chriſt hath redeemed 
us from the Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe for us, 
Gal. iii. 13. That God was in Chriſt reconciling the 
World unto himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto 
them, 2 Cor. v. 19. O!] what excellent News, that 
Chriſt, the Captain of our Salvation, has conquer*d 
all his and our Enemies; and is enter'd into Heaven 
it ſelf, and now appears there in the Preſence of God for 
us ; where he manages our Cauſe with the greateſt 
Succeſs, and whence he diſtributes Gifts unto the 
Rebeillious alſo, Be perſwaded then, all of you, to 
read the Holy Scriptures with a good Underſtanding, 
and agreeable Affections; read the precious Promi- 
ſes of the Lord with great Joy; his Threatnings with 
great Fear; and his Precepts with a pure Heart. 
O! what an heinous Sin and Shame, that the good 
Word of God is read no 1 in our Families 8 
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58 The Holy Scriptures the Word of Gd. 
Cloſets! How ſhould that Maſter give a good Ac- 
count of himſelf and Family, that will not daily read 
God's Word, the Rule of Life, unto it? 8 
And as the Holy Scriptures muſt be read, becauſe 
they are God's Word, ſo for that very Reaſon they 
muſt be heard alſo. I beſeech you hear the Word 
of God, for they who hear and keep it are bleſſed, Luke 
Xi. 28, Conſtantly attend on the Miniſtry of God's 
Word. O! what an abominable Sin and Shame to 
fit loitering at home, or be drinking in the Ales 
houſe, when the Word of God is preach'd on, and the 
Myſteries of the Goſpel of Chriſt unfolded ! For ſhame, 
haſten to hear the Miniſtry of the Goſpel every Lord's 
Day, and on every other Opportunity, And be ſure 
you take ſpecial Heed what you bear, Mark iv. 24. 
Beware, left any Man ſpoil you through Philoſophy, and 
vain Deceit, after the Tradition of Men, after the Rudi. 
ments of the World, and not after Chriſt. Willingly 
hear and receive whatever is helpful to root, and 
; build you up in Chr:#, and efabliſh you in the Faith, 
k | But hear no more there, where Chriſt, the Son of 
; God, 1s made another God than God the Father is. 
Quit that Company, that Miniſter, that Congrega+ 
tion, whoever they are, that deny the Son and the 
Spirit to be the ſame God that the Father is. You 
will find, and it may be, when it is too late, what a dan- 
gerous Thing it is to encourage an Arian in any Mea- 
fure. Take heed alſo how you hear the Word of 
God, Luke vin. 18. Hear out of a good Conſcience, 
and upon a due and diligent Preparation; hear with 
great Attention and Intention of Mind and Heart ; 
and in Faith, Love, and godly Fear; hear upon a 
firm Reſolution, that through Grace you will profit ? 
by hearing, and do according to what you hear, that 
is agreeable to the revealed Will of God. Search 
the Scriptures daily, that you may know whether 
what you hear be agreeable to them. The Bible on- 
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of The Holy Scriptures the Word of God. 9 
Iy is your &andard in all Matters of Faith and Pra 
ctice. Moſt carefully then ſearch for the right Senſe 


and Meaning of what you read in the Scriptures; for 
it is the Senſe of the Scripture that is the Scripture 5 
not the Words, but the right Senſe of them, that is 


the Mind of the Holy Ghoſt in the Divine Revela- 


tion 3 and only that Senſe which the Spirit of God 
ſpeaking in the Scripture intends, is the right Senſe 
of the Scripture. . But, perhaps, you will ſay, Nhat 
muſt we do to find out the true and right Senſe of the Scrip- 
ture? I anſwer, you muſt pray importunately to the 
Lord, that he would open your Underſtanding, that 
you may underſtand the Scriptures 3 you muſt dili- 
gently compare one Scripture with another; heedfully 
mind the Scope and Connection of the Place; and eſpe- 
cially, do the Will of God, and then ſhall you know 
whether the Doctrine be of God, Jobn vii, 17. Will 
you further enquire, and ſay, How may we know that 


wwe underſtand the Scriptures right! that we take in the 


true Senſe and Meaning of them? I anſwer, then we 
underſtand the Scriptures in a right Senſe, when the 


_ Underftanding we have of them is the Fruit of ſerious, 
importunate, believing Prayer; when it is not the 
reſult of Fancy or Wit, but of a ſound Mind, and in- 


genuous ſurrendring of our ſelves to the Word for its 
Meaning. Then we underſtand the Scriptures aright, 


when the Underſtanding we have of them warms our 


Hearts with pure Love to God, and fills us with Re- 


verence, and godly Fear of him; when it lets us ſee 


King Jeſus in all his Beauty, fixes our Dependance 
alone an him for eternal Salvation, and makes us ſin- 
cere, willing, zealous, and conſtant in our Obedi- 
ence to him. O ! that the Spirit of God himſelf would 
lead us into his Senſe of the Holy Scriptures, and give 
us a ſaving Knowledge of them ! O ! that we may not 
reſt in a bare formal Knowledge of God's Word, ſuch 
as the Unregenerate only have! But may, through 

5 5 ? 5 Mer- 

1 
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Mercy, be well furniſhed with that ſpecial, Pie, 
| Practical Knowledge of the Scripture, which will evi» +: 
_ dence it ſelf by good Works, and is the Knowledge 
of an holy, believing Soul! 

6. Are the Scriptures the very Word of God? then 
they wor ſhip God the beſt who keep cloſeſt to the Holy Scrip- 
tures in their worſhipping of bim. The Scriptures are our 
ſtanding Rule in this Caſe, beyond whoſe Bound we 
muſt not go, nor come ſhort of it. If God has not 
commanded it, nor has it come inio his Mind, we are 
not to meddle with it, in any part of. his Worſhip. 
Therefore let us labour to do all that God has com- 
manded us to do in his Worſhip, and warnings more 
or leſs. Chriſt is a perfect Lawgiver; he has left no- 
thing ſhort, nothing for Man to add to his holy Law. 

We certainly worſhip God in vain, while we teach 
for Dofrines the Commandments of Men, Matth. xv. 9. 
The Object, the Matter, and Manner, of all accept- 
able Divine Worſhip, is plainly revealed to us in 
God's Word; and thence only we muſt receive them. 
As to the ObjeZ of Divine Worſhip, he is the One 
only living and true God, the Father, Son, and Ho- 
ly Spirit : To theſe three Perſons in the one Godhead, 
all religious Worſhip is to be given; this Worſhip is 
abſolutely appropriated to God, as is evident from 
his Word. The Lord (Febovab ) the God of Iſrael, 
hath expreſly commanded and ſaid, Thou Halt have 
no other Gods before me, Exod. xx. g. And again God 
lays, Chap. xxxiv. 14. Thou fhalt wor ſhip no other God 
fo or the Lord, whoſe Name is Fealous, is a jealous God. 
Nay, if there ſhould ariſe among us a Prophet, or a 
Dreamer of Dreams, and give us a Sign or Wonder, and 
the Sign or Wonder come to paſs, whereof be ſpake unto us, 
faying, Let us go after other Gods (which you have not 
tnowy) and let us ſerve them ; we muſt not bearken unto } 
the Words of that Prophet, or that Dreamer of Dreams : 
ut we muſt obey the Voice of the Lord our God, and 
es 


bk 
1 


2 


erde bim, and leave unto bin. J 1b) Brother, the don 


of thy Mother, or thy Son, or thy Daughter, or the Wife 
| of thy Boſom, or thy Friend which is as thy own Soul, entice 
thee ſecretly, ſaying, let us go and ſerve other Gods, —Thou 
ſhalt not conſent unto him, nor hearken unto him; neither 
Hall thine Eye pity him; neither ſhalt thou ſpare him, neither 
ſhalt thou conceal him; but thou ſhalt ſurely kill him, &xe. 
Deut. xiii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 9. Jeſus Chrift fays, Thou Halt 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and bim only Salt thou ſerve, 
Matth. iv. 10. Theſe Texts, with many others 
that might be mentioned, undeniably prove, that 
the One true God only is to be worſhipped; and, 
therefore ſeeing that religious Worſhip is given in 
the Holy Scripture, both by Precept and Example, 
to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the Holy Spirit, it 
neceſſarily follows, that theſe two Divine Perſons, 
together with the Father, are the One true God; fo 
that, when we worſhip the One true God, we wor- 
ſhip the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; and when 
we worſhip any one of theſe three Divine Perſons, we 
worſhip the moſt High God. And as the Object of 
all religious Worſhip is One, the One true God on- 
ly, fo the Worſbip it ſeif is, and mult be of one Kind on- 
ly, and can no more admit of Inferiority or Subordi- . 
nation, than God himſelf can. Certainly it is moſt 
abſurd, as well as wicked, to give inferior or ſuburdi. 
rate Worſhip to the moſt High God; and yet we 
muſt worſhip him only ; therefore there neither is, 
nor can be any ſuch a Thing as inferior religious 
Worſhip. That Diſtinction, of Supreme and Sub- 
ordinate Worſhip, is a wicked Whim, and direct! 
_ contradictory to all thoſe Texts that tell us, we mo 
worſhip God only. The Socinians and Arians are fo 
pinched with this Argument, that God only muſt be 
. worſhipped, that when they have made Chrif a mere 
Creature, and yet worſhip him, one of them falls on 
to repeal the very firſt Command; Thou Halt have = 
Cs | ollbeꝛ 
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62 The Holy Scriptures the Word of God. - «; 
other Gods before me. He acknowledges boldly their 
zdolatrous and impious Practice; We do grant then, 
ſays he, bat we worſhip one beſides the Supreme God. 
Now to make way for this their abominable Practice, 
he ſays, and if it be included in the firſt Command, that 
te ſhou}d bave no other Object of Worſhip (than the Su- 
Yreme God) we ſay, that Command is ſo far repeal'd. 
What will ſuch daring Men ſtick at ? If they repeal 
the very firſ Command of God; a Command which 
is the Foundation of all the reſt, and is it ſelf ground- ,. 
ed on the infinite Perfections of God; what will they 
not repeal? The Lord give us Grace to abhor ſuch 
Practices, and to receive the firſt Command, as a 
Command of eternal Obligation Te. 

The Matter of Divine Worſhip, or Parts of it, 
muſt be only what God has required, leſt he come 
and ſay, to our Confuſion, Vo required theſe Things at 
your Hands? | z . 

The Mauner of Divine Worſhip is alſo plainly told 
us in the Scripture: Neither can we think that any 
part of our Worſhip will be acceptable to God, un- 
leſs it be agreeable to his revealed Will. We muſt 
worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth ; with a true Heart, 
and with the whole Heart; in Faith, and with Reve- 
rence, and godly Fear. We muſt ſerve God with all 

ſſible Care and Heed; Ol that is an awful Text, 
Curſed be be that doth the Work of the Lord deceitfully, or 
negligenily, Jer. xlviii. 10. We muſt pray as the 
Scripture directs, in the Name of Chriſt, by the Aſſiſts 
ance of the Holy Ghoſt, in Faith, and fervently, for 
Things agreeable to the Will of Goa. e mult hear 
attentively, and in Faith, elſe we cannot profit. Mi- 
niſters muſt preach according to Scripture Rules; 
they muſt preach the Word, and ſpeak the Things 
which become ſound Doctrine, plainly, and with Autho» ) 
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Appeal to a Turk or an Indian, pag. 124, 125. 
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_ We muſt ing with Underſtanding, and with Me- 
| body in our Hearts to the Lord; and that we may do 
fo, we have need to ſing the Lord's own Songs, 
Songs or Pſalms of his own inditing ; undoubtedly 
theſe are fitteſt to be ſung, and mo refreſhing and 
chearing to the Lord's People. How dare we do any 
more in Baptiſm than baptize, or waſh, the Party in, 
or into the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 2 
For this is the whole of Baptiſm, as inſtituted by Chriſt. 
We muſt eat and drink at the Lord's Table, in remem- 
brance of him, in the lively Exerciſe of every Grace, 
and - a Poſture moſt agreeable to the Nature of a 
Feaſt. 5 1 
And that you may have juſt and due Thoughts of 
theſe holy Ordinances, think becomingly of Cbriſt; for 
fuch as your Thoughts of Chriſt are, ſuch will your 
Thoughts of his Inſtitutions be. If you think and 
believe that Chriſt is but a mere Creature, and not the 
moſt High God, then you muſt think and believe 
that his Ordinances of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 
are but the Ordinances of a Creature. And, what a 
mean and wicked Thought would that be? A 
Thought that would plunge you into vile Idolatry 
every Time you approach*d the Lord's Table, and 
worſhipp'd Chriſt there. And is it not hence that 
ſome reckon the Sacraments mere Ceremonies? The 
firſt make Chriſt a Creature, and then they ſet his 
Ordinances at ought : They can obſerve them, or 
not obſerve them, juſt as the Cuſtom of che Country 
where they live, is. But what, do the Commands of 
Chriſt ſtand or fall according to the Cuſtom of Na- 
tions? Surely not; for if they did, Nations, and not 
Chriſt, the King of Nations, would be our Law- 
givers, Chuſe what others do then, let us obſerve 
the holy Ordinances of Chriſt, mom becauſe he com- 
mands us; let not the Cuſtom of Nations, or the 
Will of Men, but the ſovereign Will and Authority of 

| Chriſt, 


* 


62 The Holy Scriptures the Word of God. 
Chriſt, the King of the Church, influence and over- 
rule us in this Matter: And whenever we go to the 
Lord's Table, let us not dare to go out of mere Cetes 
mony, but to worſhip Chriſt indeed, in Spirit, and in 
Ti =5 A as he is the moſt high God; to give up ourſelves 
again to him to be his for ever, and to feed u 
his Body and Blood, which are Meat indeed, and 
Drink indeed, ard afford the moſt ſubſtantial ſpiri» - | 
tual Nouriſhment for the Life of precious Souls. 
7. Are the Scriptures the Word of God? then if 
muſt needs be a moſt heinous and dreadful Sin, and 
Wickedneſs to deny them to be ſo; or to deſpiſe and abuſe 
them. A denial of the Holy Scriptures to be God's 
Word, manifeſtly carries in it an Endeavour to thruſt 
God, and all true Godlineſs; out of the World; it 
is to do what they can to make God a Liar, to make 
void the Ordinances. of Chrift, and the Miniſtry of 
the Goſpel, and put an End to all Religion at once: 
Such Perſons can neither know God nor themſelves; 
nor would they know either, Such as will not be- 
lieve that the Holy Scriptures are God's Word, 
plainly declare thereby, that they will have nothing 
to do with God; that, chuſe what Diſcoveries God 
makes of himſelf, or whatever he ſays of himſelf; 
they will never regard him ; for how can we have 
clearer Diſcoveries of God, or more expreſs Com- 
mand; from him, than we have in the Holy Scrip- 
tures? Denying the Scripture to be the Word of 
God, cuts off all Faith and Obedience to God at one 
Blow; for what is divine Faith, but a ſincere Aſſent 
to what God faith? But if you reject what God hath. 
ſpoken in the Holy Scriptures, where is your Faith? 
And what is Obedience, but to do what God hass 
commanded? But if you reject his revealed Will, 
where is your Obedience? On what is it grounded ? 
Or how does it become acceptable? Had Men any 
Fear of God before their Eyes, any Thought of obey- 
| | ing 
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ing him, according to his Will, they would never 
turn their Backs upon the Holy Bible, wherein only 
the Will of God is revealed. What ihtolerable Im- 

udence and Madneſs is it, to deny that Word to be 

Zod's Word, which G:d himſelf, his Prophets, and 
Apoſiles,” many a time call ſo! © | f 


Will the ſtupid Deiſts of this Age awake, and 
Conſider what fearful Things are hanging over their 


Heads ? Will they conſider «whoſe Word it is they 


reject? That it is his Word, in' whom they live and 
move, and have their Being? His Word, who is 


able ro deftroy Soul and Body in Hell, and will 
everlaſtingly puniſh all thoſe that finally reject and 
diſobey it! Will they conſider that ſuch a Word it 
is they do refuſe? That it is the everlaſting Goſpel 
of Chriſt, the good Word of God, that brings us the 
beſt News that ever we could defire, to wit, News 
of eternal Salvation, by One able and willing to fave. 
The Deiſts reject the beſt Word that ever was ſpoken, 
br ever heard of: Certainly this Rejection muſt be 
upon the utmolt Peril; for it is Rebellion againft 
the Word and Command of the great King of Hea- 
ven and Earth: It is. refuſing the cleareſt Light; 
and hence thoſe that refuſe it. are'called * Rebels of 
Light, or Light's Rebels. O that ſuch would re- 


member what Chriſt fays! He that rejectetb me, and 


Feceiveth not ny Words, hath One that judgeth bim; 
the Word that I have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judge him in 
the laſt Day, John xii. 48. And how ſhould that 
Word judge him who denies it, but unto eternal 
Condemnation ? He that believeth not ſball be damned. 
The Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven, with his 
mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on them 


that know not God, and that obey not the Goſpel of our 


* Job xxiv. t ;. 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Theſſ. i. 7, 8. They who fight 


againſt the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of the 
Lord, muſt certainly fall and die 3 it will be 
ſheathed in their Bowels to their everlaſting Wo : 
There is, there can be, no ſtanding againſt this 
Weapon when it is drawn, and cuts by God's al- 
mighty Arm. Alas, what Horror and Deſpair will 
ſhortly rend aſunder the very Hearts of thoſe whe 
have no Hope in God's Word! What fearful War 
and Confuſion will rage in their Breaſts, who dare 
reject the Goſpel of Peace! For this is to proclaim 
open War againſt God himſelf, their Maker. O 
what an Hell, what a Damnation, Puniſhment, and 
Pain, is prepated for thoſe who believe not God's 
Word ! Ir will be more tolerable for thoſe abo- 
minable Wretches that were in Sodom and Gomor- 
rab, in the Day of Judgment, than for thoſe who 
will not hear the Words of the Apoſtles, Matr. x. 
I4, 15. 37 : 

And as it is a moſt woful Thing to deny the 
Holy Scriptures to be God's Word, ſo it is a dread- 
ful Thing indeed, to burleſque or droll upon them; 
for that is to droll upon the infinite Wiſdom of God 
diſplayed in them. Jeſting upon, or with, any 


Thing in the Bible, is making Sport with his Word, 


who will ſhortly call us to Account for every idle 
Mord we ſpeak, and judge us for every Thing done 
in the Body. What greater Sign can there be of a 


profane wicked Spirit, than to banter God in his 


Word? Whence comes Shame, Diſmayedneſs, and 
Folly upon wiſe Men ? But even from hence, thar 
they reject the Word of the Lord, Fer. viii. 9. The 
wiſe Men are aſhamed, they are diſmayed and taken 
lo, they have rejected the Word of the Lord, and what 
Wiſdom is in them? The Rejecters of God's Word 
are the greateſt Fools upon Earth; there is no Wiſ⸗ 

| dom 
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dom at all in them. O what fearful Judgments they 
are expoſed to who deſpiſe the Word of the Lord ! 
Therefore as the Fire devoureth the Stubble, and the 
Flame conſumeth the Chaff, fo their Root ſhall be Rotten- 
neſs, and their Bloſſom ſhall go up as Duſt ;, becauſe they 
have caſt away the Law of the Lord of Hoſts, and have 
deſpiſed the Word of the Holy One of Iſrael, Jai. v. 24. 
The unlearned and unſtable, who wre/# the Holy 
Scriptures, do thereby haſten on their own Deſtru- 
ction, 2 Pet. iii. 16. O how ſhould Miniſters watch 
and pray, that they may open God's Word accord- 
ing to God's Mind! A falſe Interpretation of Texts 
of Scripture is a falſe Interpretation of the Fill of 
God. To pervert the Senſe of Scripture-Truth, is 
to pervert the Mind of God himſelf ; and what a fad 
Thing muſt it needs be, when, inſtead of what God 
means in and by his Word, we give our vain, erro- 
\ neous, and ſinful Gloſſes upon it! To feed precious 
Souls with Poiſon, inſtead of the wholeſome Food of 
God's Word, is ſuch an heinous Crime, ſuch an hor- 
rid Sin, as will fink Men into the nethermoſt Hell. 
Deſpiſers and Rejecters of God's Word, I look upon. 
as the baſeſt, and moſt wicked Part of Mankind: 
They appear, to me, to be the greateſt Diſhonour 
to God, the greateſt Shame to themſelves, the molt 
dangerous Creatures to all about them, of any Men 
in all the World : They are the greateſt Plague to 
any Nation that ever can come to it; they are alto- 
gether unfit for human Society; for, as far as their 
Influence goes, they bring eternal Ruin upon Souls, 
Fly a Deiſt, T mean one that obſtinately rejects re- 
vealed Religion, as you would fly the Plague ; the 
Plague can but kill the Body, but a Deiſt, if you 
hearken to him, will kill Soul and Body both for 


ever. That's an awful Paſſage of a judicious Au- 
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thor * ; ſays he, Every one who bas enjoy'd this drvine . 
Revelation (a Bleſſing jo delightful in it ſelf, and ſo infi- 
nitely ſuperior to all the lower Comforts, the emply, 
u anſient, and deceitful Gratifications of this Life) and 
vet, through an unaccountable Obſt inacy, and Peryer ſenejs 
ef Mind, can be jo deeply infatuated, as to contemn, dif- 
Pal Age, and wont reject it, is, of all reaſonable Beings, 
the moſt entirely miſerable, and even the moſt abject and 
eerlorn Part of the te hole Creation: And whilſt c is all 


this, and whatſaever elſe can come within the Notion of 


Mijery to himſelf , be is farther the moſt ungenerous, in- 
human, unſociable, aud barbarous, beyond wie jon, to 
510 Feilew-Creatures ; h far as he endeavours, by fly and 
artful Inſinuations, to draw them into the ſame 7 rable 
wav of thinking, and conſequently io rob them of the only 


folid Comfort, Serenity, and Satisfaction, which can ei- 


ther make a proſperous State happy, or be a fuſficient Ba- 
fence 10 the numberleſs Croſſes, Troubles, and fans, 
n this World. 

8. Are the Scriptures the Word of God? then 
labour to know, believe in, moſt dearly love, and conſtant- 
ly obey the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great and noble Sub- 
zelt ireated of in them. Aſſure your ſelves, if you live 
and die ignorant of Chri/t, you are loſt and undone 
for ever: They who are without Chriſt, have no 
Hope, and are without God in the World. Now, 
that you may have a diſtinct Knowledge. of Chriſt, 

and ſee ſufficient Ground to believe in him, love him 
with all your Hearts, and obey him all your Days. 
J ſhall aniwer this very weighty Queſtion, Who is 
Chriſt ? And! ſhall ſhew you this, both negatively 
and d poſftixely. 


* The Reverend Mr, Curteis's Diſſertation on the extreme Folly 
dad Danger of lafidetiry, Pag. 191, 192, 
1. Ne- 


The Holy Scriptures the Word of God. 6y |} 
1. Negatively ; and, x. Chrift is not a ſabordinate 
God; not a God of a different, inferior Nature, to | 
that of God the Father, (1.) Becauſe if Chrift be'a | 
ſubordinate God, then there are two Gods: But this | 
is contrary to Reaſon, and the whole Tenor of dis f 
vine Revelation. The Holy Scriptures tell us, over | 
and over again, that there is but oe God. Hear, O 9 
4 Iſrael, the Lord our God is one Lord (Jehovah) | 
Deut. vi. 4 God himſelf expreſly ſays, Beſides me 
'. there is no God: Is there a God beſides me? yea, there 
ig no God; 1 know not any, Iſai. xliv. 6, 8. We 
know that an 1dol is nothing in the World, and that there 
is no other God but one, 1 Cor. viii. 4. Never hear- 
ken then to the Arian Crew, who would have you to 
believe, in direct Contradiction to what God ſays, 
that there are !wo Gods. Affirming that there are 
more Gods than one, is a. Denial of the one only true 
God; it robs him of his firſt glorious and diſtinguith- 
ing Perfection, One; for it is a plain Contradiction to 
ſay there is one God only, and yet aſſert a ſupreme 
Ih and ſubordinate God; and it is as contradictious, that 
he who believes in more Gods than one, ſhould believe 
| in one only; and he who does not believe in the one 
only true God, is an Atheiſt. The Meaning of this 
Propoſition, that there is a ſupreme and ſubordigate 
God, appears to me to be this ; that there is no one 
only true God at all. Farther, *ris evident, that all 
thoſe who believe that there is one only living and 
true God, cannot make Chriſt a ſubordinate God, but 
they muſt of Neceſſity believe him to be a falſe and a 
dead God. (2, ) AfirmingChriſt to be aſubordinateGod, 
is directly contrary to the Word of God; for there he 
is declared to be the great, the true, the living God; 
 Zehovah, Lord of Hoſts, the mighty God, God bleſſed for 
ever; all which are proper Titles of the moſt high 
God. (3.) If Chriſt be a ſubordinate God, then he is 


but 
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but a Creature, a mere Creature, and no more. A | 
ſubordinate God is really and eſſentially diſtinct from the 


moſt high God; and every Being eſſentially diſtinct 
from the moſt high God is a Creature, or what was 


made by God. (4.) A ſubordinate God we muſt not 


know ; we muſt have nothing to do with him; for 


God has forbid us to know any other God but him 


| ſelf : His Words are theſe 3 And thou ſhalt know no 
God but me, Hoſ. xiii. 4. (5.) A ſubordinate God is 


Nonſenſe; it plainly imports a ſubordinate moſt 
High, a ſubordinate Jehovab, a ſubordinate Infinity, 
Almightineſs, and Omniſciency; it imports, that 
he who is without Beginning, and abſolutely eternal, 
as God is, yet had a Beginning, as every ſubordinate 
Being has ; ſo that a ſubordinate God is made up of 
palpable Contradictions; every Perſon then of con- 
ſiſtent Thought muſt needs ſay, This is none of our 
Chriſt, Nor, 2. Is Chriſt a Medium betwixt a 
Being ſelf-exiſtent, or the moſt high God, and a 
Creature ; for, if he be ſuch a Medium, then, (1.) He 
is not the moſt high God. Nor, (2.) Is he God's own 
proper Son, as the Scripture ſays he is. Nor, (3.) Is 
he to be worſhipped with any religious Worſhip at 
all; for the moſt high God only is thus to be wor- 
ſhipped, Matt. iv. 10. Nor, (4.) Is he our Saviour; 
tor Febovab, the Lord God of lirael only, is our Sa- 
viour, ſai. xliti. 11. Hoſ. xiii. 4. (5.) Chriſt is not 
fuch a Medium, becauſe there 1s not ſuch a Medium 


ſpoken of in all the Holy Scriptures. No Man what- 


ever can ſhew one Text, in all the Bible, where any 
Thing, or Being, is ſpoken of, but that Thing, or 
Being, is either God, or a Creature, or both; ei- 
ther a ſelf-exiſtent Being, or what derives its Being 
from him whe is ſo. It is certain, that that Chriſt, who 
is a ſubordinate God, or a Medium betwixt God and 


2 Creature, is never mentioned in all God's Word: 


He 


I 


ME + 
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He was never propheſied of in the Old Teſtament; 
nor is there one Word ſaid of him in the New. O0 
that Men would, at length, be aſhamed of ſuch ab: 
ſurd Fooleries, and wicked Inventions! The Arian 
Chriſt is no Chriſt of God's ſending into the World; 
no Chriſt of the Scripture's deſcribing, no Chriſt that 
can be of any Advantage to Sinner or Saint. =) 

But, 2. and Poſitively, Vbo Chriſt is: And he is 
God-man, in one Perſon ; or, heis the Son of God, who 
did aſſume human Nature unto, and has it ſubſiſting 
in perſonal Union with himſelf; or he is the ſecond 
Perſon in the ſacred Trinity, who has human Na- 
ture united to the divine Nature in one divine Per- 
ſon 3 ſo that both his Natures have but one perſonal 
Subfiſtence, and are together but one Perſon. Chriſt 
is the great God, who was manifeſt in the Fleſh : He 
is that wonderful Perſon, who, as concerning the Fleſh, 
or his human Nature, came of the Fathers, but, as 
to his divine Nature, is over all, Crod bleſſed for ever 3 
ſo that Chriſt Jeſus, our Lord, is truly and eſſentially 
God, the ſame one only living and true God that the 
Father and Spirit are: He allo is truly Man, having 
a true human Body, and reaſonable Soul; there is 
nothing that does ſupply the Place of a reaſonable 
Soul in Chriſt; not his Deity, not a ſuperangelick 
Nature, not any Thing elſe at all; to aſſert that 
there is, is to deny the Humanity of Chriſt. \ 
Now this is the Chriſ# who is ſpoken of all over the 
Holy Scriptures, even from one End of them to 
the other. This is the Chri/# propheſied of in the Old 
Teſtament, and held out to us, as the only Saviour 
of Sinners, in the New: This is the Chriſt that Saints 
rejoice and glory in, and will live and die by. Come 
then, Beloved, I beſeech you, let this Chrift be your 
Chriſt, let this Chriſt be your Lord God and Saviour. 
This is that dear Chriſt Feſus, who hath made Peace, 
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through the Bhbo f bis Croſs : And what, will you re- 
fuſe and reject this bleſſed Saviour? God forbid you 
ſhould. Conſider, Sinners, it is ahſalutely neceſſary 
that you have a Saviour, elſe you muſt periſh for 
ever; and it is as neceffary that you have this 
Chriſt for your Saviour, for chere neither is nor can 
be any other. And, for your Comfort, hear how 
affectionately he calls on you, Come anto me all ye 
that labour, and are beavy laden, and I will give you 
reft, Matt. xi. 28. F any Man thirſt, let bim come 
unto me and drink, John vii. 27. Come then, Sin- 
ners; come away to Chriſt at his Call: Say not, if 
we come he will caft us off, for verily he will nor; 
theſe are his own Words, And him that comethto me, I 
will in no wiſe caſt out, John vi. 37. But will you 
ſay, Alas for us! we are great Sinners! Heinous 
Offenders! What ſhall we do? I anſwer, what ſhould 
you do, but come to Chriſt ? For he is able to ſave to 
the uttermoſi; Conſider, Sinners, the Chriſt J now 
offer to you is be mighty God; and was he not fo, I 
would never propoſe him to you as a Saviour': But; 
ſeeing that he is the great God, what is it he cannot | 
do for you? He can do every Thing for you nece/* 
ſary to Salvation; he can pardon all your Sins, 
chuſe how many or how great ſoever they have been; 
he can throughly ſanctify you, fit you for, and bring 
you ſafe ro Glory. Reſolve then, Sinners, in his 
Strength, that this CHriſt ſhall be yours; that you 
will accept of him for your Saviour, without any 
av; | h 
This is the Chriſt, Saints, who has done and fſuf- 
fer*d wonderful Things for you, and wrought adimi- 
rable Things in you. Chrift, as your Mediator, has 
made up all Breaches betwixt God and you, and 
brought you into ſpecial Friendſhip and Favour 
with him. Chriſt, as your Surety, has paid off all 
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Four Debts, and fully anfwered all the Deniands of 
infinite Juſtice on your Behalf. | Chriſt, as a merci- 


ful and faithful High Prief, not only died for you, 
but is making continual Interceſſion for you, that you 
may get ſafe to Glory. As a Prophet, he has faving- 


ly inſtructed you in the Myſteries of the Goſpel 


and, as King, he has cohquer'd you for himſelf, and 


made you a willing and holy People: He has 
dreſs'd and adorn'd your Hearts with his own bleſſed 


Image, ſet up his gracious Kingdom and Govern- 
ment there, and will bring you ſafe to Heaven. 
Ever rejoice in this, Believers, that your Saviour is 
your God; and ler this drive away all enbondaging 


Doubts arid Fears from you. Let us all truſt in 


Chriſt Jeſus for eternal Salvation; love him with all 
dur Heart, Soul, Mind, and Strength, and obey 
him with the greateſt Delight and Pleaſure all the 


| Days of our appointed Time: Let us mourn and 
weep bitterly for all our Sins againſt him, and long 


to be with him in Glory, where Sin will ceaſe to act, 
and ceaſe to be, and where we ſhall be perfectly ho- 
ly, and happy to all Eternity. 2 

9. Are the Holy Scriptures the Word of God? 
then ſee that you make uſe of them in every Relation 


und Condition of Life, all your Life over; and ever live 


according to them. You mult live by this Rule, if you 
would live well ; therefore know and obſerve this 
Rule every one of you: High and Low, Rich and 
Poor, Young and Old, muſt ſearch into the Scrip- 
tures for Direction in their Duty to God and Man. 
Kings and Subjects, Minifters and People, Huſbands 
and Wives, Parents and Children, Maſters and 
Servants, muſt all know and believe the Scriptures, 


that they may be dutiful to God, and behave well 


towards one another. Kings will not, they cannot, 
teign and rule in Faith and godly Fear, or for 2 70 
8 L | o- 
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Honour of Chri/t, and the Holy Spirit of God, or to 
the Comfort of God's peculiar. Peaple, if they be 
utter Strangers to a divine Revelation. Subjects, 
who have no Knowledge of God's revealed Will, 
will neither fear God, nor honour the King as they 
ought; they who know not, or will not have King 
Jeſus to reign over them, are in the greateſt Rea- 
dineſs to rebel againſt any earthly King, chuſe how 
good he be. *Tis evident, he cannot be a good Mi. 
uiſter of Chriſt, who is ignorant of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; 
he only can faithfully ſpeak God's Word, who has it; 
and he who has it not, will ell Dreams: And that 
People, who know not the Holy Scriptures, may as 
ſoon hear a Popiſb Prieft, as a Proteſtant Miniſter, 
and are as ready to receive the greateſt Errors, as 
the greateſt Truths : Preach who will, and what 
they will, whether Chriſt be honoured or blaſphemed, 
is all one with thoſe who are ignorant of God's Word. 
And truly they can be but bad Huſbands and Wives, 
bad Parents and Children, bad Mafters and Servants, 
who ſearch not the Word of God for Pirection in thoſe 
their Relations. What is an Huſband or Wife, a 
Mafter or Servant good for, that cannot pray? And 
how ſhould they pray, who ſeldom, or never, look 
into God's Word, the ou Rule to direct us how to 
pray? Children and Servants, who neglect the Bible, 
are never like to be a Comfort to their Parents and 
Maſters 3 they who mind not what God ſays in his 
Word, we cannot expect they ſhould value what 
Men ſay : Therefore Parents and Maſters, as ever 
you defire to have knowing, holy, obedient, and 
faithful Children and Servants, give them Time, 
and put them on, to pray, and read God's Word, 
and hear the Miniſtry thereof. | 
Let us all, with the greateſt Concern, and Care, 
and Diligence, improve the Scriptures to our preſent 
| and 


The Holy Scriptures the Word of God. 75 
and future Advantage : They were given us for this 
| End; For whatſoever Things were written aforetime, 

Were written for our Learning, that we, through Pa- 

Fience, and Comfort of the Scriptures, might have Hope, 
Rom. xv. 4. The Scriptures ſhew us the Author, 
Nature, End, and moſt powerful Motives to Pa- 
tience, Comfort, Hope, and every other Grace. 
Let us all ſearch the Scriptures, that, through the 
Bleſſing. of the Lord, we may get and grow in 
Grace. God works in and by his Word. Sinners, 
labour to improve the Scriptures to your Converſion 

and Regeneration; for God, of His own Will, begets us 
again with the Word of Truth, James i. 18. Saints, 
improve the Scriptures to your more abundant Sancti- 
fication, Peace, and Comfort; you are ſanctiſied by 
the Word of Truth, John xvii. 17. and at this Word 
vou may rejoice, as thoſe who find great Spoil, 
Pjal. cxix. 162. O let us, with all Speed, every 
Way, and unto every good End, improve the good 
Word of God, leſt he take it from us. What, is 
there no Fear of this, in this Day of Back-fliding and 
Apoſtaſy? Look well about you: What, can you 
ſee no Signs of a departing Goſpel? No fad Tokens 
that God is forſaking us? That Chriſt and his Spirit 
are leaving us? For Chrif”s ſake, ſeriouſly conſider, 
1. When Perſons are weary of the Sabbath-day, deal 
unjuſtly, and make Merchandize of the Poor and 

Needy, then God threatens a Famine of hearing his 
Word, Amos viii. Alas! what Injuſtice, Unmerci- 

fulneſs, and Profanation of the Lord's-Day is amongſt 
us! 2. When Men ſuffer Error to abound, we 
may fear Truth is leaving us; for the Apoſtle Paul 
would not give Place by Subjection, no not for an 
Hour, that the Truth of the Goſpe! might continue 
with them, Gal. ii. 5. plainly importing, that if he 
had yielded, he had 0 the Continuance 0 

; 2 | 1 


76 We Holy Scriptures the Word of God. 


the Goſpel amongſt them: But, alas! what yielding 
to, yea, embracing of, thoſe deadly Errors of Ar- 
 minianiſm, Arianiſm, and Deiſm, is amongſt us! For 
the Idolatry of the Jets, the Glory of the God of 
Iſrael went up from the Cherub to the Threſhold of 
the Houſe, and a fearful Deſtruction came upon 
them, Ezek. viii. ix. Chapters, We have the Arian 
Idolatry raging amongſt us, and more; but we may 
aſſure our ſelves, if we have Agreement or Com- 
munion with Popiſe and Arian Idolaters, God will 
have no Communion with us; for what Agreement 


i bath the Temple of Ged with Idols? 2 Cor. vi. 16. 


and Bands, then he will leave and ſcatter that Peo- 
ple, Zech. xi. Well, where is our Church Order, 
Diſcipline, Government, and our Unity? 4. When 
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ſhould believe a Lye, 2 Theſſ. 11. 10, 11. And was 
there ever a ſtronger Peluſjon amongſt the Profeſ- 
ſors of Religion, in any Part of the World, than that 
Men ſhould make a Saviour of that which is neither 
God nor a Creature? And are not Men now more 
eaſy to be deluded, and more ready to believe Lyes 
againſt the Truth, than ever? 5. When Men are 
fallen into Sin and Error, and ill not repent and do 
heir firſt //orks, God has threatned that He will come 
u, and remove their Caudleſtick out of his Place, Rev. 
ii. 5. O then, what will our Impenitency bring 
upon us.! What can prevent our Ruin? Nothing, 
ſurely nothing, but infinite Mercy, importunate 
Prayers, and bitter Humiliation. O pray and weep, 
and weep and pray, that God would, for Chriſt? 
fake, have Mercy on us, and continue his Goſpel 
unto us and ours! And, as eyer you defire that the 
Word of Chriſt thould dwell amongſt you, be ſure 
%%% ee... mac 


3. When the Lord cuts aſunder his Staves of Beauty 


Men receive not he Love of the Truth, or the Truth 
in Love, God ſends them ſtrong Deluſions, that they - 


. 
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that it dwell in you richly in all Wiſdom, and ever live, 


think, ſpeak, and act, as it directs. 


10. and Laſtiy, Are the Scriptures the Word of 
God? then let us appeal io them, or to God ſpeaking in 
them, to evidence io us, and ſettle us in, all Scripture- 
Truths, and decide all Controverſies in Divinity. . To 
what can you appeal, with greater Aſſurance and 


Safety, than to the Word of God? Whenever any 
Controverſy ariſes in Matters of Faith, then t zbe 


Law, and to the Teſtimony ; then ſearch the Scrip- 


tures; there you have the higheſt and laſt Reſort : 


The Scripture, or God ſpeaking in the Scripture, 


is the ſupreme and infallible Judge of all Controverſies : 


Chriſt himſelf appealed to the Holy Scriptures, and 


ſo did the Apoſtles, and fo let us do. Though there 


is a private Judgment, which every Believer has, 
and a publick Judgment amongſt Miniſters ; yet the 
Holy Scriptures are the Lydius Lapis, or Touch ſtone 
of all Trials; all final Determinations muſt be made 


by them. Suppoſe a Thouſand of the moſt learned 


Men in all Great Britain, and ſuch as pretend to the 


greateſt Godlineſs, ſhould tell you, that Chriſt is not 


the moſt High God; that he is not unoriginated, nor 


independent, but a derived, dependent Being: Sup- 


poſe they ſhould tell you, that the Miracles of Chriſt, 
as recorded by the Evangeliſts, and literally under- 
ſtood, are the lying Wonders of Antichriſt; and, that 
there is neither Heaven nor Hell; you are not to be- 
lieve one Word of all that, which they ſay; becauſe 
God in his Word has expreſly told you the contrary. 


It is not what Men ſay, but what God ſays, that you 


are to believe. And to put you in mind again of the 
good old Doctrine delivered in God's Word, I ſhall 


+ 


ſtions. 7 
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conclude with a plain Scripture Anſwer to ſome Que- 


QuesrT, 


1 
1 


' -W +}? * 
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Quxsr. 1. Has God choſen, or red, ſome certail 


Perſons 10 Holineſs and eternal Life and Happineſs before 


the World began? Yes, he has. According as be hath 


choſen us in him, before the Foundation of the World, that 
eve ſhould be holy, and without blame, before him in love, 
Eph. i. 4. As many as were ordained to eternal Life be- 
lieved, Acts xiii. 48. For the Children being not yet 
zurn, neither having done any good or evil, that the Pur- 


ſe of God, according to Elet7ion might ſtand, not of 


Works, but of him that calleth, Rom. ix. 11. 

Qvxs r. 2. Did Chriſt die for all, and every indivi- 
dual Perſon, thas has been, is, or ever ſhall be in the 
World? He did not. The Scripture never goes far- 


ther than this, that Chr:/ died for all, and gave him- 


felf a Ranſom for a; it never ſays for all Men, or 
for every Man; that I remember; and therefore, why 
ſhould we dare to fay ſo? That Text, Heb. ii. 9, 


though it be tranſlated for every Man, yet the Origi- 


nal hath not Man in it; this only is Scripture there, 
that be (Chriſt) ond taſte Death for all, or for every, 
that is, for all he Sons of God; or for all thoſe he was 
not aſbamed to call Brethren ; or, for every one of thoſe 
be was to bring io Salvation: This is plain from the 
whole Context. And though it is ſaid, that Chriſt 
Jeſus gave himſelf a Ranſom for all, 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. 
yet it is not ſaid for all Men, but only for all; that is, 


fome of all Sorts, Ranks and Conditions ; for fome out 


of every Kindred, Tongue, People, and Nation, as it is 
expreſſed, Rev. v. 9. | 
Lie for, and purchaſe, the Elect, his Sheep, his Church, 
Rom. viii. 33, 34. John x. 11, 12. Acts xx. 28. But he 
is never ſaid to die for the NVon- let, for the Goats, or 
for Infidels, who ſhall live and die Enemies to him. And 
tho? Chriſt died only for ſome, yet theſe ſome are Thou- 


ſands upon Thouſands, and ten Thouſand thouſand thouſand 


Times ten Thouſand, And let us greatly rejoice in this, 
= | | that 


I 


Chriſt is ſaid to die, to give his 


I; 


J 


{ 


7 he Holy . the Ward of Gud. 7» 
that we have the Revelation, and Offer of a crucified 
Chriſt x for I am fully perſwaded, that where the Bi- 
ble is, there are the Redeemed of the Lord, and there 
ſhall be the Churches of Chriſt,” Who can think, that 
Chriſt died for thoſe that never hear one Word of him, 
or his Death, all their Lives over, from Generation 
to Generation? But well may we- conclude, .' that 


there are the Redeemed of the Lord, where the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, that bring the glad Tidings of Salva- 


tion by Chriſt, are. 


QuEs?, 3. Does G give Grace 2 to Saloon 


10 all, and every individual Perſon in the whole Warld ? 
Or, is ſaving Grace univerſal? No, it is not. There 


is no ſuch Thing as univerſal ſaving Grace in the 
Holy Scriptures, neither in Senſe nor in Words; but 


the contrary. Ye the Lord bath not given you an Heart 


fo 8 and Eyes to ſee, and Ears to bear, unto this 
Day, Deut. xxix. 4. At that Time, Jeſus anſwered 
ſaid, 1 thank thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and 
rt becauſe thou baſt bid theſe Things from the _ 
and prudent, and haſ} revealed them hs abes, Matt 
xi, 25, He (Chrift) anſwered and ſaid unto them, be- 
cauſe it is given unio you, to know the Myſteries of the 


Kingdom of Heaven, but to them it is not given, Matth. 


Xiii. 11. What ſhould this univerſal ſaving Grace 


bet Is it Pardoning and juſtifying Grace and Mercy ? 


No, that it cannot be, for all Men are not pardoned 
and juſtified, becauſe they who are juſtified by the 
Blood of Chriſt hall be ſaved from Wrath through him, 
Rom. v. 9. But all Men are not ſaved. Is it the 
Grace of effeftual Vocation? No, becauſe whom God 


calls he alſo juſtifies, and whom. be juſtifies, he alſo glori- 


fies, Rom. viii. 30. But all Men ſhall not be gierig. 


ed. Is it the Grace of Faith? No, not that neither, 
for all Men have not Faith, 2 Theſſ. ti. 2. Is it the 
Gree of San#ijication * No, that it cannot be, be- 
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cauſe he who ſanttificth,” and they "who are ſanftified,” aff 


all f one, for which cauſe he is not aſhamed to call then) 


Brethren,. Heb. ii. 11. And ry? Man 1 is not a fan- 


Qtificd Brother of Chriſt. | ) 
UEST. 4. But bas not a packing Mai. that is, 4 


Man without Chriſt, and his renewing Grace, Free-will 


to what is ſpiritually yood ? Or, have not unconverted 
Men à Power or Ability of Will to convert themſelves tru- 
ty. unto God; or, to repent and believe unto Salvation? 
No, they have not. Every Imagination of the 2. boughts 
of bis Heart was only evil continually, Gen. vi. 
can a corrupt Tree bring forth good Fruit, Match. vii. 18. 
No Man can come to me, except the Pather, which hath 
ſent me, draw him, John vi. 44. But the natural Man 
receiveth not the Things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can he know them, bees 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. 1t is God 


which worketh in you, both 0 will and 40 do, 2 his wh | 


good Pleaſure, Phil. ii. 13. 

 QuesrT. 5. Are we juſtified in the ſight of God by 255 
Works, or by Faith in Chriſt? Not by the Works f S bp 
Law, but by the Faith. of Feſus Chriſt, Gal. ii. 16. But 
that no Man is juſtified by the Law in the Sight of God, 
is evident; for the Juſt 2 live by Faith, Gal. iii. 11. 


Therefore we conclude, that a Man is juſtified by Faith, 


without the Deeds of the Law, Rom. iii. 28. 

QuesT. 6. But is not Holineſs neceſſary to Salva- 
tion? Yes, it is abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation. 
Without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. xii. 14. 
or have a beatifick Viſion of him in Glory. Holineſs 
is neceflary, as it is the Light and: Life of the Soul ; 
the Soul is a dark, dead, miſerable Being, without it. 


Holineſs 1s neceffary, for without it, God neither 


ill nor can take) any Pleaſure in us, nor we any De- 
light in him, . or in his Service. Holineſs is neceſſa- 


here 5 


. Neither 


Ty to fit us for Fellowſhip and Communion with Go 
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here, and for the full Enjoyment of him: hereafter... 
Our Right to Heaven is in and by Chriſt and his 
Righteouſneſs, but our intern! Meetneſs and Fitneſs for 
Heaven is our: Holineſſ. 
Quxsr. 7. 'Shall all thoſe 'who are ſincere Saints, or 
true Believers in Chrift, certainly iperſevere in Grate unto 
the end, and be ſaved ? Yes, they ſhall. Being tonfi- 
| dent of this' very. Thing, that be which bath-begun a good 
\ Workin yon, will perform it until ibe Day of Fefus Chriſt; 

Phil. i. 6. For Jam perfwadedgthat neither Death; nor Life, 
nor Angets,. nor Principalities,. nor Powers," nor "Things 
preſent, nor Things lo come, nor Height, non Depth, nor 
any other Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
Love of God, which is in Chriſt Feſus our Lord, Rom, viii. 
38, 39. And I will make an everlaſting Covenant with 
them, that I will not turn away from them to do them good, 
but I will put my Fear in their Hearts, - that they ſhall not 
depart from me, Jer. xxxii. o. 

Theſe are ſome of thoſe great Truths, which appear 
to me to be plainly delivered in God's Word: And 
from God's Word I would have you to receive them 3 

not from me, but from God ſpeaking to you in the 
Holy Scriptures ; and therefore I moſt earneſtly be- 
ſeech you, Search the Scriptures daily, whether theſe 
Things are ſo. You never ſaw the Day when you had 
greater need to keep cloſe to the Scripture of Truth, 
than now; now, when Atheiſm, Deiſm, and Arianiſm 
are abounding, and all manner of Wickedneſs over- 
flowing the Nation, as if the Depths of Hell were 
open'd. 5 

I pitch*d on the Words of my Text on purpoſe to 
quicten and ſtir you up to ſearch and ſtudy the Oracles 
of God, to confirm you in that neceſſary Belief, 
that the Scriptures are the very Word of God, and fo 
to endear them to you, that you may reſolve iin 
the Strength of the Lord, That the Ward of Chriſt - 

| M CCC 


-, 
3 * 


3%; * 
SF} << 
4 _— 


e & — 


12 


«2 > — a 
— 8 bo <a 


5 


A 


1 ly 5 ng 


— 


— => - 8 "+4 — - ha 
HY A We . 
CY _ - L 7 
12 n 0 , - "2 
43 


"+ Fray = a 


men: 5 en G 
1 Able tanild 
8 Inberitance among. all 
Acts * {30 "DI 


a. ” 
* 


28 07 inen 


” » 
FF "x "15G A 


m 


— — i 
- 2 * — a 


